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DANNY HOOD

A busy
tourney

calendar

W
ith a slew of tournaments 
just a lob wedge away 
from jamming the 
Municipal Course calen-

dar, the event that brings the busy 
period to a conclusion is one that 
doesn’t require much promotion to 
ensure another huge field.

Set for March 28 at the local 
course, the ninth annual 
Continental Fire Department 
Tournament has long been a sell-
out. “It makes me feel good that we 
can sell out a tournament a month 
ahead of time,” says tournament 
coordinator Mark Lynady. 

With 30 teams already on the 
board, the task at hand is to gath-
er as many volunteers and hole 
sponsors to lend a hand, says 
Lynady.

“Anybody willing to volunteer 
their time to help with all the 
things that are needed to run the 
tournament would be greatly 
appreciated,” says Lynady, “we’re 
also needing as many hole spon-
sors as we can get.”

Sponsor donations with hole 
sponsorships ($100 minimum) and/
or door prizes to help support the 
event are needed as well, adds 
Lynady, who can be reached at 
937-8277 or 329-0122.

Some $82,000 has been raised 
through the previous eight tourna-
ments, says Lynady, noting that 
the money is used to purchase a 
wide variety of materials for the 
department’s popular presenta-
tions made to our local elementary 
schools...

Speaking of volunteers. Leading 
up to the Fire Department event 
are back-to-back tournaments that 
will bring over 300 golfers to the 
MC. Of course, those tournaments 
are the March 13-15 Senior 
Azalea, followed by the March 
20-22 Florida Azalea Amateur.

Ron Dennis is again coordinat-
ing the big job of gathering and 
assigning all the volunteers need-
ed to make these two tournaments 
run smoothly.

“Some of the tasks we need vol-
unteers for are as forecaddies, cart 
turn around and cart scrub outs,” 
says Dennis. “Our goal is to make 
both of these events a memorable 
experience for everyone, and to 
have that experience taken by 
word of mouth to their respective 
communities.”

Anyone wishing to volunteer can 
call Dennis at 972-8633…

McNab 4 Ball this weekend. 
The first Palatka Men’s Golf 
Association tournament of 2015 is 
set for this weekend, as the Don 
McNab 4 Ball returns to the 
Municipal Course.

A 36-hole competition that finds 
two man teams competing in best 
ball format, defending champs are 
Garry Register and Doug Feltner. 
A year ago, Register/Feltner 
clicked on all cylinders through-
out, posting a 62-60—122. That 
worksheet was three shots better 
than the second place team of 
Kevin Orr/Jimmy Moody.

Cost to play is $35, plus regular 
green fees, and is open to all 
PMGA members. Saturday’s round 
will feature a $20 per team net 
skins game, while Sunday there’s a 
$40 per team Calcutta...

March of Dimes tourney 
March 7. The annual March of 
Dimes “Golf to Save Babies” Open 
is on the Municipal Course calen-
dar for Saturday, March 7.

Sponsored by Seminole Electric 
Cooperative, proceeds from the 
10th annual tournament are ear-
marked to help fight the battle to 
prevent premature births and 
birth defects. 

The four-person scramble begins 
with a 9 a.m. shotgun start. Cost is 
$60 per player. All the extras you 
would expect in a tourney this size 
are included – 50-50 drawing, cash 
prizes for closest to the pin, lon-
gest drive, longest putt and 
straightest drive. In addition there 
will be door prizes and a meal fol-
lowing competition...

Ladies Day results. Gen 
Alvers and Pat Hain were 1-2 in 
last Thursday’s game of low putts 
for the Palatka Women’s Golf 
Association. Diana Alred was 
CTP on No. 18…

Danny Hood’s golf column appears 
every Wednesday in the Palatka 

Daily News.

Vikings claim No. 1 ranking, then blank Polk
Palatka Daily News

It’s official – both the game and 
the first No. 1 state ranking in St. 
Johns River State College baseball 
history.

The Vikings ascended to the top of 
the Florida College System Activities 
Association coaches ’  pol l  late 
Tuesday afternoon and before any 
“No. 1 curse” could grab them, they 
got in five innings for a 4-0 victory at 
Polk State College in Winter Haven.

St. Johns was batting in the sixth 
when the game was stopped by rain.

Hunter Jones struck out nine in 
five innings, Kyle Hann homered 
and Myles Straw tripled as SJR 
State improved to 14-1 and extended 
its win streak to six. Along with 
news of the No. 1 ranking came word 
that for the second straight week, 
the Vikings had the state’s player of 
the week – Straw, who was 10 for 15 
and scored eight runs and stole three 
bases over four games.

SJR State coach Ross Jones tried 
to keep the accolades in perspective.

“I told all the guys it’s an honor to 

be recognized, but when (Mid-
Florida) Conference play starts, 
everybody ’s  0-0  and nobody ’s 
ranked,” he said. “It’s validation for 
what we’ve accomplished over six 
and a half years and the direction 
the program is headed. But it doesn’t 
mean anything at the end of the year 
if you’re No. 1 in February.”

St. Johns, which completed the 
2014 regular season ranked second 
and also held a No. 2 ranking under 
longtime coach John Tindall, has 
won two straight MFC champion-

ships, only to be frustrated with two-
and-out performances in the state 
tournament.

Responding to a couple of first-
inning walks with two strikeouts, 
Hunter Jones (4-0) took a no-hitter 
to the fifth before a bloop double and 
a single placed runners on the cor-
ners with two out. He escaped with 
his ninth strikeout. The first-inning 
walks were his only walks, the fifth-
inning hits his only hits.

See VIKINGS, Page 8A

Bound for the Basket

CHRIS DEVITTO / Palatka Daily News

Crescent City’s Gary Mims drives past Newberry’s Caleb McKinley in the second half.

One Win Away
Raiders hold off Newberry to reach regional final

By Andy HAll
Palatka Daily News

CRESCENT CITY

I
t was hard. That’s what Al Carter expected 
and that’s the way it’s supposed to be in a bid 
for the Final Four.

But the Crescent City Raiders are one step 
closer to Lakeland this morning. And they 

won’t have to leave their gym to take the next step.
They played the first quarter without their lead-

ing scorer and fell in a 10-point hole early in the 
second, but made a second-half surge and held on 
for a 52-49 victory over gritty Newberry in a 
Region 4-1A boys basketball semifinal before a full 
house at home Tuesday night.

Forced into a half-court game instead of the 
transition game in which they thrive, the Raiders 

took the lead for good on a 12-0 run in the third 
period. Crescent City led by as many as nine in the 
fourth, but it was a two-point game with 30 sec-
onds left. Laron Fells scored four points in the 
final 27 seconds to seal the deal.

The Raiders (21-5) host Williston (17-11) in the 
regional final Friday at 7 p.m. The Red Devils 
ripped Wildwood 73-38 in Tuesday’s other 4-1A 
semifinal. Newberry finished its season 15-11, but 
proved itself a much tougher team than the one 
Crescent City crushed in a preseason game back in 
November.

Carter, the Raiders coach, reminded his team in 
pregame preparation that the Panthers were with-
out their football players in the first meeting and 
that the rematch would be difficult.

Panthers
bounced
by Baker
Wildcats lead from start, 
end Palatka’s season

By MArk BluMentHAl
Palatka Daily News

GLEN ST. MARY – Donald Lockhart 
was hoping for one more victory.

Maybe, just maybe, Lockhart’s 
Palatka High boys basketball team 
could squeeze out one more victory on 
Tuesday night in the FHSAA Region 
1-5A semifinals.

But the first three possessions all 
went for turnovers and were turned 
into seven points.

The Panthers never recovered.
So much for one more victory.
Palatka’s up-and-down season came 

to an end as host Baker County out-
rebounded the Panthers, 40-27, and 
shot 28-for-61 from the field (45.9 per-
cent) in a 77-45 beatdown. The win put 
the Wildcats (21-8) into the regional 
final Saturday night in Tallahassee 
against Rickards, which pummeled 
Panama City Rutherford, 61-42, in the 
other semifinal.

The District 3-5A runnerup Wildcats 
got 21 points, 11 rebounds and four 
steals from senior guard Charles Ruise, 
12 of which came in the final quarter, 
and 18 points from Darius Fisher, 
including five 3-point field goals. They 
have not played in a boys basketball 
Final Four since advancing in class 4A 
in 2001.

Palatka finished 14-15.
“It was a long ride to get up here, but 

it’s going to be much shorter going 
back,” said the Panthers’ fourth-year 
head coach. “The ride will be spent rem-
iniscing about our season. I’m definitely 
not frustrated. I never thought we’d be 
a No. 1 seed in our district. I thought 
we had a shot at beating Bishop Kenny 
in the state tournament and we did (68-
64 in a first-round upset last Thursday). 
I thought we had a shot against Baker 
County, but this is what happens with 
a young team. You see their inconsis-
tencies.

“I won’t take anything away from 
Baker County. They beat us,” he con-
tinued. “They’re hard to beat in their 
own building. Their intensity over-
matched our intensity. The intensity 
that showed up at Kenny last Thursday 
didn’t show up (Tuesday). Mentally, we 
weren’t prepared.”

The last time the Panthers were 
down by single digits was at 14-6 with 
2:01 to go in the first quarter. The 
Wildcats went on a 7-0 run to take a 
21-7 lead early in the second quarter. 

With the Panthers down 23-11, 
Ruise, the son of head coach Charles 
Ruise, brought the crowd to its feet 
when he took an inbound alley-oop pass 
under Palatka’s basket and slammed-
dunked the ball, getting fouled by 
William Fuqua in the process. He 
missed the end of the three-point play, 
but 25 seconds later, Fisher nailed his 
fourth 3-point field goal of the half to See RAIDERS, Page 7A

See PANTHERS, Page 7A

Jaguars owner shares vision to revitalize Shipyards
By MArk long

Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE — Jaguars 
owner Shad Khan describes it as 
Jacksonville’s “boulevard of broken 
dreams.”

If he gets what he wants, the 
road would become a lavish wel-
come mat for the city and the small-
market franchise.

Khan hopes to turn Jacksonville’s 
troubled Shipyards into an extrava-
gant, riverfront business and enter-

tainment district that would be a 
“game-changer.”

“We see this as a franchise-stabi-
lizing opportunity,” Khan said after 
sharing his vision at his annual 
state-of-the-franchise address 
Tuesday.

Khan unveiled renderings of the 
revitalized Shipyards, which sit on 
a barren,  c ity-owned,  48-acre 
stretch of land that runs along the 
St. Johns River near the stadium. 

See JAGUARS, Page 7A
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A busy
tourney

calendar

W
ith a slew of tournaments 
just a lob wedge away 
from jamming the 
Municipal Course calen-

dar, the event that brings the busy 
period to a conclusion is one that 
doesn’t require much promotion to 
ensure another huge field.

Set for March 28 at the local 
course, the ninth annual 
Continental Fire Department 
Tournament has long been a sell-
out. “It makes me feel good that we 
can sell out a tournament a month 
ahead of time,” says tournament 
coordinator Mark Lynady. 

With 30 teams already on the 
board, the task at hand is to gath-
er as many volunteers and hole 
sponsors to lend a hand, says 
Lynady.

“Anybody willing to volunteer 
their time to help with all the 
things that are needed to run the 
tournament would be greatly 
appreciated,” says Lynady, “we’re 
also needing as many hole spon-
sors as we can get.”

Sponsor donations with hole 
sponsorships ($100 minimum) and/
or door prizes to help support the 
event are needed as well, adds 
Lynady, who can be reached at 
937-8277 or 329-0122.

Some $82,000 has been raised 
through the previous eight tourna-
ments, says Lynady, noting that 
the money is used to purchase a 
wide variety of materials for the 
department’s popular presenta-
tions made to our local elementary 
schools...

Speaking of volunteers. Leading 
up to the Fire Department event 
are back-to-back tournaments that 
will bring over 300 golfers to the 
MC. Of course, those tournaments 
are the March 13-15 Senior 
Azalea, followed by the March 
20-22 Florida Azalea Amateur.

Ron Dennis is again coordinat-
ing the big job of gathering and 
assigning all the volunteers need-
ed to make these two tournaments 
run smoothly.

“Some of the tasks we need vol-
unteers for are as forecaddies, cart 
turn around and cart scrub outs,” 
says Dennis. “Our goal is to make 
both of these events a memorable 
experience for everyone, and to 
have that experience taken by 
word of mouth to their respective 
communities.”

Anyone wishing to volunteer can 
call Dennis at 972-8633…

McNab 4 Ball this weekend. 
The first Palatka Men’s Golf 
Association tournament of 2015 is 
set for this weekend, as the Don 
McNab 4 Ball returns to the 
Municipal Course.

A 36-hole competition that finds 
two man teams competing in best 
ball format, defending champs are 
Garry Register and Doug Feltner. 
A year ago, Register/Feltner 
clicked on all cylinders through-
out, posting a 62-60—122. That 
worksheet was three shots better 
than the second place team of 
Kevin Orr/Jimmy Moody.

Cost to play is $35, plus regular 
green fees, and is open to all 
PMGA members. Saturday’s round 
will feature a $20 per team net 
skins game, while Sunday there’s a 
$40 per team Calcutta...

March of Dimes tourney 
March 7. The annual March of 
Dimes “Golf to Save Babies” Open 
is on the Municipal Course calen-
dar for Saturday, March 7.

Sponsored by Seminole Electric 
Cooperative, proceeds from the 
10th annual tournament are ear-
marked to help fight the battle to 
prevent premature births and 
birth defects. 

The four-person scramble begins 
with a 9 a.m. shotgun start. Cost is 
$60 per player. All the extras you 
would expect in a tourney this size 
are included – 50-50 drawing, cash 
prizes for closest to the pin, lon-
gest drive, longest putt and 
straightest drive. In addition there 
will be door prizes and a meal fol-
lowing competition...

Ladies Day results. Gen 
Alvers and Pat Hain were 1-2 in 
last Thursday’s game of low putts 
for the Palatka Women’s Golf 
Association. Diana Alred was 
CTP on No. 18…

Danny Hood’s golf column appears 
every Wednesday in the Palatka 

Daily News.

Vikings claim No. 1 ranking, then blank Polk
Palatka Daily News

It’s official – both the game and 
the first No. 1 state ranking in St. 
Johns River State College baseball 
history.

The Vikings ascended to the top of 
the Florida College System Activities 
Association coaches ’  pol l  late 
Tuesday afternoon and before any 
“No. 1 curse” could grab them, they 
got in five innings for a 4-0 victory at 
Polk State College in Winter Haven.

St. Johns was batting in the sixth 
when the game was stopped by rain.

Hunter Jones struck out nine in 
five innings, Kyle Hann homered 
and Myles Straw tripled as SJR 
State improved to 14-1 and extended 
its win streak to six. Along with 
news of the No. 1 ranking came word 
that for the second straight week, 
the Vikings had the state’s player of 
the week – Straw, who was 10 for 15 
and scored eight runs and stole three 
bases over four games.

SJR State coach Ross Jones tried 
to keep the accolades in perspective.

“I told all the guys it’s an honor to 

be recognized, but when (Mid-
Florida) Conference play starts, 
everybody ’s  0-0  and nobody ’s 
ranked,” he said. “It’s validation for 
what we’ve accomplished over six 
and a half years and the direction 
the program is headed. But it doesn’t 
mean anything at the end of the year 
if you’re No. 1 in February.”

St. Johns, which completed the 
2014 regular season ranked second 
and also held a No. 2 ranking under 
longtime coach John Tindall, has 
won two straight MFC champion-

ships, only to be frustrated with two-
and-out performances in the state 
tournament.

Responding to a couple of first-
inning walks with two strikeouts, 
Hunter Jones (4-0) took a no-hitter 
to the fifth before a bloop double and 
a single placed runners on the cor-
ners with two out. He escaped with 
his ninth strikeout. The first-inning 
walks were his only walks, the fifth-
inning hits his only hits.

See VIKINGS, Page 8A

Bound for the Basket

CHRIS DEVITTO / Palatka Daily News

Crescent City’s Gary Mims drives past Newberry’s Caleb McKinley in the second half.

One Win Away
Raiders hold off Newberry to reach regional final

By Andy HAll
Palatka Daily News

CRESCENT CITY

I
t was hard. That’s what Al Carter expected 
and that’s the way it’s supposed to be in a bid 
for the Final Four.

But the Crescent City Raiders are one step 
closer to Lakeland this morning. And they 

won’t have to leave their gym to take the next step.
They played the first quarter without their lead-

ing scorer and fell in a 10-point hole early in the 
second, but made a second-half surge and held on 
for a 52-49 victory over gritty Newberry in a 
Region 4-1A boys basketball semifinal before a full 
house at home Tuesday night.

Forced into a half-court game instead of the 
transition game in which they thrive, the Raiders 

took the lead for good on a 12-0 run in the third 
period. Crescent City led by as many as nine in the 
fourth, but it was a two-point game with 30 sec-
onds left. Laron Fells scored four points in the 
final 27 seconds to seal the deal.

The Raiders (21-5) host Williston (17-11) in the 
regional final Friday at 7 p.m. The Red Devils 
ripped Wildwood 73-38 in Tuesday’s other 4-1A 
semifinal. Newberry finished its season 15-11, but 
proved itself a much tougher team than the one 
Crescent City crushed in a preseason game back in 
November.

Carter, the Raiders coach, reminded his team in 
pregame preparation that the Panthers were with-
out their football players in the first meeting and 
that the rematch would be difficult.

Panthers
bounced
by Baker
Wildcats lead from start, 
end Palatka’s season

By MArk BluMentHAl
Palatka Daily News

GLEN ST. MARY – Donald Lockhart 
was hoping for one more victory.

Maybe, just maybe, Lockhart’s 
Palatka High boys basketball team 
could squeeze out one more victory on 
Tuesday night in the FHSAA Region 
1-5A semifinals.

But the first three possessions all 
went for turnovers and were turned 
into seven points.

The Panthers never recovered.
So much for one more victory.
Palatka’s up-and-down season came 

to an end as host Baker County out-
rebounded the Panthers, 40-27, and 
shot 28-for-61 from the field (45.9 per-
cent) in a 77-45 beatdown. The win put 
the Wildcats (21-8) into the regional 
final Saturday night in Tallahassee 
against Rickards, which pummeled 
Panama City Rutherford, 61-42, in the 
other semifinal.

The District 3-5A runnerup Wildcats 
got 21 points, 11 rebounds and four 
steals from senior guard Charles Ruise, 
12 of which came in the final quarter, 
and 18 points from Darius Fisher, 
including five 3-point field goals. They 
have not played in a boys basketball 
Final Four since advancing in class 4A 
in 2001.

Palatka finished 14-15.
“It was a long ride to get up here, but 

it’s going to be much shorter going 
back,” said the Panthers’ fourth-year 
head coach. “The ride will be spent rem-
iniscing about our season. I’m definitely 
not frustrated. I never thought we’d be 
a No. 1 seed in our district. I thought 
we had a shot at beating Bishop Kenny 
in the state tournament and we did (68-
64 in a first-round upset last Thursday). 
I thought we had a shot against Baker 
County, but this is what happens with 
a young team. You see their inconsis-
tencies.

“I won’t take anything away from 
Baker County. They beat us,” he con-
tinued. “They’re hard to beat in their 
own building. Their intensity over-
matched our intensity. The intensity 
that showed up at Kenny last Thursday 
didn’t show up (Tuesday). Mentally, we 
weren’t prepared.”

The last time the Panthers were 
down by single digits was at 14-6 with 
2:01 to go in the first quarter. The 
Wildcats went on a 7-0 run to take a 
21-7 lead early in the second quarter. 

With the Panthers down 23-11, 
Ruise, the son of head coach Charles 
Ruise, brought the crowd to its feet 
when he took an inbound alley-oop pass 
under Palatka’s basket and slammed-
dunked the ball, getting fouled by 
William Fuqua in the process. He 
missed the end of the three-point play, 
but 25 seconds later, Fisher nailed his 
fourth 3-point field goal of the half to See RAIDERS, Page 7A

See PANTHERS, Page 7A

Jaguars owner shares vision to revitalize Shipyards
By MArk long

Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE — Jaguars 
owner Shad Khan describes it as 
Jacksonville’s “boulevard of broken 
dreams.”

If he gets what he wants, the 
road would become a lavish wel-
come mat for the city and the small-
market franchise.

Khan hopes to turn Jacksonville’s 
troubled Shipyards into an extrava-
gant, riverfront business and enter-

tainment district that would be a 
“game-changer.”

“We see this as a franchise-stabi-
lizing opportunity,” Khan said after 
sharing his vision at his annual 
state-of-the-franchise address 
Tuesday.

Khan unveiled renderings of the 
revitalized Shipyards, which sit on 
a barren,  c ity-owned,  48-acre 
stretch of land that runs along the 
St. Johns River near the stadium. 

See JAGUARS, Page 7A
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Special to the Daily News

Seated from left, Tareke Lewis, Ben Myles and De’Abrie Smith. The four people behind Lewis are PHS assistant principal Pamela 
Brown, Lewis’ mother Katrina Williams, PHS athletic director Bobby Humphries and Lewis’ sister Katia Hill. The three people behind 
Myles are mother LaToya Robertson and sisters Imani Myles and Lateria Myles. Behind Smith are mother Lakenya Williams, father 
Jason Smith, grandmother Jacquelyn Smith, aunt Rosetta Campbell, uncle Curley Gilmore and aunt Vernesia Gilmore.

Three Panthers California bound
Smith, Lewis, Myles sign 
with Riverside City College

By Andy HAll
Palatka Daily News

California, here they come.
The Golden State is proving the land of 

opportunity for three Palatka High School 
football players. Quarterback De’Abrie 
Smith, receiver-defensive back Tareke 
Lewis and running back Ben Myles all 
signed Friday with Riverside City College, 
a two-year school coming off a 10-2 cam-
paign.

Each made the all-county team as 
seniors in 2014.

The 6-foot-2, 193-pound Smith is a three-
time selection and led the Panthers to state 
playoff appearances in his junior and senior 
seasons. Smith completed 42 of 97 passes 
last fall for 656 yards and five touchdowns. 
He ran 63 times for 356 yards and five 

scores and also caught a pass for 52 yards 
and a touchdown. Smith was the quarter-
back in 2013 when the Panthers defeated 
St. Augustine for the first time in 10 years.

“I have the opportunity to play when I 
first go there,” said Smith of his choice of 
Riverside over another California school, 
Fullerton Community College.

Smith, who plans to study sports medi-
cine or business, credited his success in 
high school to “working hard and staying 
focused.”

Like Smith, the 5-10, 157-pound Lewis 
has never been to California. Lewis led 
Palatka with 16 receptions for 350 yards 
and four touchdowns in 2014, grading out 
at 85 percent. He would become a valuable 
member of the secondary, tying a school 
single-game record with three intercep-
tions. Had four for the season along with 22 
tackles.

Riverside is looking to Lewis for what he 
can do as a defensive back.

“It’s my best opportunity,” said Lewis, 
who also looked at Bethune-Cookman and 

Florida A&M and received interest from 
Webber International, West Florida and 
Nassau, N.Y., during the recruiting pro-
cess. 

Lewis, too, cited hard work as the key to 
success and indicated he would study 
sports management or business.

The prospect of early playing time 
appealed to Myles, a powerfully built, 5-10, 
217-pound running back.

“They told me they’re going to be chang-
ing to a wing T (offense), so I’ll be a full-
back,” he said.

Myles led the Panthers with eight rush-
ing touchdowns last season. He ran 59 
times for 342 yards, averaging 5.8 yards 
per carry. His biggest run of the year was a 
24-yard sweep to cap the winning touch-
down drive in a crucial district game 
against Menendez.

Myles, who also considered Warner 
University in Lake Wales and St. Thomas 
in Minnesota, liked to idea of joining two 
PHS teammates at Riverside. He is unde-
cided on a major.

Busy Daytona in
store for Lagasse

Special to the Daily News

Scot t  Lagasse  Jr .  and 
TeamSLR have been busy 
throughout the winter continu-
ing to spread the Alert Today 
Alive Tomorrow Safety mes-
sage, and now Daytona is final-
ly here. Lagasse has been extra 
busy with appearances, train-
ing on his bicycle logging a lot 
of miles, but the real excite-
ment has been the addition of a 
new family member. The new 
boss in town is little Emelia, 
who was born just over one 
month ago.

“I am really looking forward 
to the 2015 season. The team 
has been working extremely 
hard throughout the offseason 
to make sure 2015 is a success 
both on and off of the track. We 
are proud to continue our part-
nerships with the Florida 
Department of Transportation, 
Boy Scouts of America, Pinch 
A Penny Pools and Spas, St. 
Augustine Alligator Farm, and 
Beck Chevrolet,” said Lagasse.

He is the son of Scott and 
Carol Lagasse of East Palatka.  

Today ,  in  con junc t i on 
with the Boy Scouts of America 
North Florida Council, a Cub 
Scout will have the opportuni-
ty to ride in the NASCAR 
Xfinity car in the “Drive a 
Scout to School” event in 
Jacksonville.

Then Lagasse will make the 
trek down to Daytona, where 
he will begin getting ready for 
the season opening races for 
the NASCAR Camping World 
Truck Series and the NASCAR 
Xfinity Series. 

B e g i n n i n g  o n  F r i d a y , 
Lagasse will pilot the No. 20 
“Alert Today, Alive Tomorrow” 
NTS Motorsports entry for the 
NEXTera Energy Resources 
250. Veteran Doug Howe will 
be the crew chief for the team. 
It can be seen on Fox Sports 1 
beginning at 7:30 p.m.

The weekend doesn’t end 
with the NEXTera Resources 
250 on Friday night. Lagasse 
wil l  a lso  compete in the 
NASCAR Xfinity Series Alert 
Today Florida 300 at Daytona 

w i t h  a 
joint effort 
b e t w e e n 
TeamSLR 
a n d 
T r i S t a r 
M o t o r -
sports.

TriStar 
M o t o r -
sports and 
L a g a s s e 
will com-
pete in the season opener at 
D a y t o n a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
S p e e d w a y  o n  S a t u r d a y . 
Lagasse will pilot the No. 19 
Alert Today Florida car with 
veteran crew chie f  Paul 
Clapprood calling the shots.

“TeamSLR has provided the 
perfect platform to reach a 
multitude of motorists, pedes-
trians and bicyclists with the 
‘Alert Today, Alive Tomorrow’ 
C a m p a i g n , ”  s a i d  F D O T 
Secretary Jim Boxold. “From 
walking children to school to 
racing in the Alert Today 
Florida 300, Scott Lagasse, Jr. 
is always focused on driving 
the safety message home. As 
an avid cyclist, he understands 
the challenges bicyclists often 
face. He sincerely cares about 
safety.”

All race coverage for the 
Alert Today Florida 300 can be 
seen on FoxSports 1 and heard 
on MRN at 3:30 p.m. 

“I ’m excited to  race at 
D a y t o n a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Speedway in the NEXTera 
Energy Resources 250 and the 
Alert Today Florida 300,” said 
Lagasse. “I enjoy racing at 
Daytona because it is the home 
track for me and the team. I 
am honored to have the ‘Alert 
Today, Alive Tomorrow’ on 
both cars during Speedweeks. 
The campaign is to raise 
awareness for bicyclists, pedes-
trians and motorists. As an 
avid cyclist it’s an honor to be 
able to carry the ‘Alert Today, 
Alive Tomorrow’ safety mes-
sage.  My goal is to get every-
one to just take a couple extra 
seconds to think about the 
safety of others on the road.”

Lagasse Jr.

Advertisers buy audience exposure, but 
what they really want is results. They want 
consumers to take action.

Advertising Use: 8 of 10 U.S. adults took action as a 
result of newspaper advertising in the past 39 days.

54% clipped a coupon
46% bought something advertised
45% visited a store
39% picked up shopping ideas
37% checked a website to learn more

Circular Performance: 79% of newspaper readers 
used a circular from the paper in the past 30 days.

58% compared prices from one insert to another
45% shared the insert items with friends or family
41% took their insert to the store
40% made an unplanned purchase based on an ad

In an opt-out world, people opt-in to newspapers.

You buy a newspaper ad to reach more than 70% of adults who read a newspaper in print or
online in the average week. The action from these 164 million adults is a bonus.

Sources: Frank N. Magid Associates 2011
Scarborough Research (release 2) 2010

Newspaper Association of America 4401 Wilson Blvd., Suite 900, Arlington, VA 22203 571.366.1000

Newspaper media.
A destination, not a distraction.

www.newspapermedia.com
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“Probably the best outing 
from a starter we’ve had all 
year,” said coach Jones of his 
son, a redshirt freshman. “He 
threw the ball well in the zone.”

Nate Lowe’s RBI groundout 
and Matthew Rhodes’ run-scor-
ing single gave the Vikings a 
2-0 lead in the first. Straw 
scored after a third-inning tri-

ple on a sacrifice by Hann, who 
homered in the fifth.

The Vikings remain in Polk 
County for a game with the 
Webber International JV.
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