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Vick
at peace
as a sub

T
he crowd around the backup 
quarterback’s locker was 
three or four deep. Somewhere 
in the middle, underneath the 

bright lights that never seem to go 
away, Michael Vick spent 13 min-
utes answering the same questions 
that never seem to go away.

Six years removed from the end 
of a federal prison sentence for his 
role in a dogfighting ring that 
changed his football career — and 
more importantly the arc of his life 
— Vick understands his mere pres-
ence in the NFL remains difficult 
for some.

As the newest member of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers spoke 
Wednesday less than 24 hours after 
agreeing to a one-year deal, a hand-
ful of protesters armed with home-
made signs gathered outside the 
team’s training complex to remind 
Vick of personal missteps he under-
stands will follow him forever. One 
sign read: “Jail time is not enough.”

“There still are some people who 
feel the same way about what hap-
pened,” Vick said. “But I think 
you’ve got to look at the bottom line. 
You can’t look to the past, because 
everybody’s different from when 
they’re 20 to when they’re 35.”

And the man in the white No. 2 
jersey who spent Wednesday jog-
ging and getting his left arm loose 
is decidedly different from the foot-
ball supernova that once appeared 
to be a video game brought to life.

He’s not a starter anymore. He’s 
not young anymore. He’s not the 
franchise anymore. He’s not even a 
redemption case anymore. The 
Steelers don’t need Vick to save 
them. Really, they kind of hope they 
don’t need him at all. Ben 
Roethlisberger got a $100 million 
contract last spring and isn’t look-
ing over his shoulder.

Vick is simply Plan B, or maybe 
even Plan C. And he gets it, even if 
it took some getting used to last 
season while playing overqualified 
understudy to Geno Smith with the 
New York Jets.

“I admit that I didn’t do it as well 
as I wanted to, because in my mind 
the position I was in was supposed 
to be different,” Vick said. “But I 
think you’ve got to accept it first. I 
think I’ve been able to do that and 
come to grips with it, and my role is 
clear.”

The role comes with its own 
unique circumstances. This is the 
duality of Vick in the twilight. He 
will forever be a pariah to some — 
his first day with the Steelers ironi-
cally coincided with National Dog 
Day — and yet for many players he 
remains as much myth as man.

Pro Bowl running back Le’Veon 
Bell was “starstruck” when he ran 
into Vick before the crisp informal 
workout that led to Vick’s signing. 
Rookie quarterback/wide receiver 
Tyler Murphy idolized Vick when 
the now 23-year-old Murphy was in 
elementary school. The nod of 
respect is a reminder of how far 
Vick is from his prime, when he was 
spectacularly making it up as he 
went along in Atlanta and giving 
Steelers coach Mike Tomlin sleep-
less nights when he was running 
the secondary in Tampa Bay.

Part of Vick believes a shred of 
that player still exists. It’s what 
made sitting by the phone this sum-
mer after his largely lifeless year 
with the Jets so frustrating.

“I felt like I didn’t lose a step, 
especially with my arm strength 
and my speed, and I just didn’t 
understand why (I didn’t get 
called),” Vick said. “But I kept my 
faith and kept working hard, 
because I knew that at some point, 
eventually, I would get a shot.”

What that shot will eventually 
look like, however, remains unclear. 
Tomlin didn’t rule out giving Vick 
an opportunity to get in the huddle 
on Saturday against Buffalo, simply 
calling what he saw on Wednesday 
“a good start.”

See	GRAVES,	Page	2B

Volleyball Vikings 5-0 for first time
Palatka Daily News

As soon as St. Johns River State 
College volleyball coach Matt Cohen 
went from a two-setter set to a one-
setter set to begin the fourth set, 
Madison Speyerer took control.

And it wasn’t an assist she handed 
out or a dig that got her notoriety 
W e d n e s d a y  n i g h t  a t  T u t e n 
Gymnasium in a match against 
Eastern Florida State College.

It was a kill ... and not the hardest of 
kills, either.

Speyerer’s knock over the net where 
no Titans were standing set up match 
point in the fifth and deciding set and 

the Vikings took care of business there 
to finish a 25-9, 21-25, 14-25, 25-22, 
15-11 triumph and improve to 5-0 for 
the first time in program history.

“We got it done,” said Cohen, begin-
ning his third year as SJR State coach. 
“We switched sides down 8-3 in the 
final set and we began making good 
plays. We had before, but things 
weren’t going our way. I didn’t call a 
timeout down 3-8 because I kept 
thinking if we kept playing the way we 
did, we’d catch fire and we did, finally 
catching them at 10-all.”

Then at 13-11, a long rally ensued 
and in the end, it was Speyerer deliv-

ering a light hit over the net from the 
back line that found floor before any 
Titans player could hit it to give the 
Vikings back the ball and the chance 
to win. That they did off an unforced 
Titans error.

Speyerer finished with two kills, 26 
assists and 11 digs. Courtney Mitchell 
had 12 kills, Juli Hicks nailed 11 kills 
and Tae Bradley had nine kills. Jamie 
Holton came up with 18 digs and 
Courtney Chappell added 18 digs.

“Our team did a very good job of 
playing under pressure and they real-
ly took off when we went to the one-
setter system because that meant 

Madison could do a lot more in con-
trol,” Cohen said.

The Vikings will travel to Florida 
State College-Jacksonvil le on 
Saturday to face off with Spartanburg 
Methodist, which the Vikings beat at 
Spartanburg’s own tournament last 
weekend, and Pensacola State. The 
Vikings will not have another home 
match until Santa Fe kicks off their 
Mid-Florida Conference schedule on 
Sept. 22.

“We’ve got between now and then to 
get a lot better,” Cohen said. “But 
we’re unbeaten, so it’s been good so 
far.”

Off He GOes
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Palatka quarterback James Campbell pulls away from a Gainesville Eastside defender during Friday’s 
31-13 preseson victory.

That	One	Guy
Knights’	quarterback	poses	problem	for	Panthers

By Andy HAll
Palatka Daily News

B
lake Morgan was a problem. So was 
Jaqual Davis. Morgan ran effectively 
and Davis found success running and 
passing, but neither were could keep the 
Palatka High School football team from 

solid victories over Creekside and Gainesville 
Eastside in spring and preseason games.

N’Kosi Perry could be the problem when the 
Panthers start playing for keeps in  Ocala 
Friday against Vanguard. And Perry might have 
more help.

Perry passed for 247 yards in the Knights’ 
preseason game Friday, including touchdowns of 
87 and 43 yards to Darryn Lake. He also went 70 
yards to Moses Menchan to set up another score 
as Vanguard downed cross-town rival Ocala 
Forest, 19-0.

And that was only the second half. The 
Vanguard and Forest junior varsity teams 
played the first.

Therein lies the challenge for a Palatka 
defense that had its problems with Morgan and 
Davis, but pretty much stopped everything else 

Creekside  and Easts ide 
tried. Davis struck for a 
34-yard touchdown pass on 
the first series last Friday, 
but the Panthers went on to 
generate 431 yards of offense 
in  a  31-13  v ic tory .  Any 
thought the Rams had of 

making a game of it dissolved in the third quar-
ter, when De’Mareyae Givens intercepted a 
tipped pass near the goal line and Markell 
Rasher ran 89 yards for a touchdown on the next 
play.

The Knights may not be so readily dismissed.
“They’ve got a good quarterback (and) speedy, 

sure-handed receivers,” PHS coach Bobby 
Humphries said Wednesday. “We’re going to 
have to play well to beat them. They’re a big 
football team, they look strong, they’re physical 
and they can run.”

Forest collected nine first downs to Vanguard’s 
six last Friday and Connor Feagle passed for an 
even 100 yards, but the Wildcats couldn’t get on 
the board and didn’t have an answer for Perry.

FRIDAY

Palatka at 
Vanguard,
7:30, p.m.

See	PANTHERS,	Page	2B

Bring
foes to
a halt
Florida	State	looks	
for	more	stops	from	
revamped	defense

By Brent KAllestAd
Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE — Florida State 
‘s bid to repeat as national champi-
ons last season was doomed in part 
by a defense that ranked among one 
of its worst in the school’s 68-year 
football history.

Without a reliable pass rush, 
opponents averaged four touch-
downs and nearly 400 yards a game 
and the Seminoles gave up 30 points 
or more five times.

In their last two games of the sea-
son (a win over Georgia Tech in the 
Atlantic Coast Conference title game 
and the semifinal College Football 
P l a y o f f  l o s s  t o  O r e g o n ) ,  t h e 
Seminoles surrendered 1,104 yards, 
58 first downs and 94 points.

A pass rush that had only 17 
sacks, the fewest at Florida State 
since was first year of the program’s 
decade of decline in 2001, allowed 
opposing quarterbacks to flourish. 
By comparison, All American Peter 
Boulware had 19.5 sacks by himself 
for the 1996 Seminoles.

“We didn’t get as much pressure 
on the quarterback last year as we 
wanted,” senior linebacker Terrance 
Smith conceded. “This year our goal 
is to try to affect the quarterbacks as 
much as we can.”

The 2014 defensive breakdown 
first showed up in a 56-41 win at 
Nor th  Caro l ina  Sta te ,  whi ch 
amassed 520 yards and 29 first 
downs and still lost.

The Seminoles won 42-31 at 
Louisville despite allowing 488 
yards and then 30-26 at Miami 
where the Hurricanes finished with 
490 yards.

After escaping with a 37-35 win 
over Georgia Tech to capture the 
ACC title for a third straight year, 
the miracles ran out.

Oregon rolled up 634 yards and 
scored 34 unanswered points to hand 
Jimbo Fisher a 59-20 shellacking — 
his worst defeat as a head coach.

Fisher brought in veteran assis-
tant Brad Lawing to coach the defen-
sive ends and help defensive coordi-
nator Charles Kelly find players who 
will get to the passer.

See	FSU,	Page	2B

Dartmouth turns to high-tech tackling dummy
By Holly rAmer

Associated Press

HANOVER, N.H. — On the Ivy 
League campus of Dartmouth College, 
even the football tackling dummies 
are smart.

The team introduced a new MVP as 
the first practice of the season got 
underway Wednesday. Not a most 
valuable player, but a “Mobile Virtual 

Player” — a padded, remote-controlled 
figure designed to allow players to 
make full contact while minimizing 
head and neck injuries.

The project started two years ago 
when coach Buddy Teevens asked 
Dartmouth’s engineering school to cre-
ate a safer way for players to practice 
tackling. Students, some of them ath-
letes themselves, came up with a 
motorized system encased in foam 

that simulates a real football player in 
size, weight, agility and speed. While 
other teams use dummies that remain 
stationery or run along tracks, 
Dartmouth officials say their dummy’s 
maneuverability and nimbleness sets 
it apart.

“This not only cuts out injury risk 
during practice because you have less 
player-to-player contact, but you’re 
also allowing players to practice real-

istic form in an in-game scenario, 
which they don’t get without live 
play,” said former engineering student 
Quinn Connell, who helped design the 
MVP. “We were able to come up with a 
solution that’s a mobile, free-standing, 
self-righting tackling dummy that’s 
also able to be re-set and be completely 
autonomous.”

See	DUMMY,	Page	2B
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