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FRIDAY,
Palatka’s
McKinnon
pitchers,
Lane Mitchell
Williams
(0-1) is guarded by Mariner’s Amari Haynes.
took the loss.
SOFTBALL

n Ocala Christian turned a
close game into a rout with 10
runs in the last two innings in
a 16-5 defeat of Peniel Baptist
at Rotary Park.
“The sixth inning, we had
one error that opened the
gates,” said Warriors coach
Jeff Hutchins, whose team
was within 6-5 after five
innings. “In the seventh,
Dailyand
News
between Palatka
our errors
their
runs,
pulledRiver
away.”
The they
St. Johns
State College
Alexisteam
Brown
a com-a winsoftball
haspitched
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Complex
12Thursday,
hits and the
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not make
anit five
on
made
error. victories and six of the last
straight
Ashley
2-3
seven
afterSpedden
sweepingwent
Hillsborough
and scored two
runs forwinning
Peniel the
Community
College,
(4-2). Losing
pitcher
Paige
opener,
10-7, before
taking
the nightBryan
2-4 with
a double.
cap,
5-2,was
to improve
to 17-12.
Riley Romay, Abbi Collier and
Maddi Harrell had one hit
apiece.

“It might have been one of the best performances our guys have had all season, especially
the first half,” said Jones, who is 4-0 with the
Tritons after taking over as the coach on Feb. 13
when previous coach James Harris was put on
administrative leave after being arrested for an
alleged sexual assault on a minor. Jones, a
20-year veteran basketball coach, took Lake
Wales to the state 4A championship in the 19992000 season.
“These guys just keep playing hard and loving
each other.”
The Tritons made it absolutely tough on the
Panthers thanks to Myers and Haynes, who
made their share of easy layups over Palatka’s
much shorter defenders. The Panthers’ tallest
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FINAL FLOORED

St. Johns getting on softball win streak
Vikings take pair from
Hillsborough on road

“The biggest thing has been of our
freshmen in two of the biggest positions, Maegan Stone at shortstop and
Taylor Nilsson in center field,” secondyear coach Jill Semento said. “Both
made a lot of errors, but now they’re
starting to come around and making
big plays.”
It was part of the afternoon and evening that saw the Vikings make just
one error in the doubleheader, a fielding error by Stone late in the second
game. And once again, it was lefthander Madison Roeshink (8-5) and
righty Christiana Marasa (5-3) who
made the difference in the circle.

Though she gave up four runs in the
bottom of the seventh, Roeshink had
enough of a cushion to finish out the
win. In the nightcap, Marasa allowed
six hits, walked two and struck out two
in her complete-game victory.
“We have a very close team,”
Semento said. “It’s one thing to have
fun, but it’s better when you’re winning.”
In the opener, the Vikings broke a
4-3 game open with four runs in the
fifth inning, highlighted by a two-run
single by Sydney Shows, an RBI double by Selena Bezares and an RBI double by Brittany Lewis. Shows went

2-for-4 with two RBI, Kayla Kight finished 2-for-4 with two runs and two
RBI, Bezares was 2-for-2 with two
runs and an RBI and Lewis finished
2-for-3 with an RBI. Marissa Huggins,
Marasa, Stone, and Nilsson had one
hit apiece.
The second game saw the Vikings
take a 2-0 lead on an RBI triple by
Marasa that scored Shows and Kight
single in Marasa. The Vikings added
three more runs in the fourth on RBI
singles by Nilsson, Huggins and
Shows.
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Shows
paced the
11-hit
attack
Palatka
players
have
little choice but to watch the closing moments of Thursday’s game at the Lakeland Center.
in the second game with a 4-for4 showing with one run and one
RBI, while Jessie Grissom finished 3-for-4 and Kight, Marasa,
Huggins and Lewis had one hit
apiece.
The Vikings will be off this
weekend, but back playing
Pasco-Hernando on Tuesday
and Indian River on Thursday,
both doubleheaders on the road.
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Too Tall an Order
Cape Coral Mariner towers over Palatka in one-sided FHSAA 6A semifinal
BY MARK BLUMENTHAL
Palatka Daily News

K

LAKELAND
eeth Jones, a man who understands
something about winning a state
boys basketball championship, saw
Palatka High School’s team on tape
and was impressed with the
Panthers’ speed.
“That’s something you can’t teach,” he said in
an interview on Tuesday night.
There’s one other thing you can’t teach –
height.
Jones’ Cape Coral Mariner Tritons had it, and
the Panthers didn’t in what was a dominating
effort at the Lakeland Center in the FHSAA 6A
tournament semifinal Thursday.
Amari Haynes, Mariner’s 6-foot-8 big man
down low, delivered 21 points, seven rebounds

