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Hoffman made seven birdies over clubhouse to withdraw because of a
his last 11 holes for a 7-under 65.
freak injury to his back.
It was 10 shots better than the aver“My heart is in it and wants to play,”
age score Thursday at Augusta he said. “The more I thought about it, I
National. His four-shot lead was the just wasn’t going to have a chance.”
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downpour because his 2-year-old son
For the better part of three hours, in
He didn’t even get to play.
was on his way back from day care.
a ferocious wind that made the Georgia
Johnson, No. 1 in the world and Wearing only socks, he slipped on the
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Even as he tried to warm up on
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because of the pain he felt when he
struck the ball.
“To have a freak accident happen, it
sucks,” Johnson said. “It sucks really
bad.”
Not having Johnson around didn’t
make the Masters any easier.
With gusts approaching 40 mph,
Hoffman and Masters newcomer
William McGirt (69) were the only
players to break 70.
Hoffman didn’t have reason to
believe he would be one of them. He
three-putted his third hole for bogey.
He three-putted the fifth hole for
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SJR Shard
S day at Augusta
Hoffman hot on
TATE OFTBALL

Largest first-round
Masters lead in 62 years
BY DOUG FERGUSON
Associated Press

AUGUSTA, Ga. — In the toughest
opening round at the Masters in 10
years, it all felt so easy to Charley
Hoffman.
For the better part of three hours, in
a ferocious wind that made the Georgia
pines creak, he had the right yardage
for the perfect club to hit every shot he
wanted. And then he made the putts,
so many that it felt as though he never

missed.
Hoffman made seven birdies over
his last 11 holes for a 7-under 65.
It was 10 shots better than the average score Thursday at Augusta
National. His four-shot lead was the
largest for the opening round at the
Masters in 62 years.
“For lack of any better words,”
Hoffman said, “it was a dream.”
It was even more surreal for Dustin
Johnson.
He didn’t even get to play.
Johnson, No. 1 in the world and
playing the best golf of his life, was a
few minutes away from his tee time
when his head overruled his heart. He
left the practice green and took a sharp

turn away from the first tee toward the
clubhouse to withdraw because of a
freak injury to his back.
“My heart is in it and wants to play,”
he said. “The more I thought about it, I
just wasn’t going to have a chance.”
Johnson was still trying to digest
the last 24 hours, as shocking as any
for a No. 1 player going into a major.
He was in his rental home Wednesday
when he went to move his car in a
downpour because his 2-year-old son
was on his way back from day care.
Wearing only socks, he slipped on the
hardwood steps and crashed onto his
left elbow and lower back, calling for
his brother to help him up.
Even as he tried to warm up on

Thursday, he slowly shook his head
because of the pain he felt when he
struck the ball.
“To have a freak accident happen, it
sucks,” Johnson said. “It sucks really
bad.”
Not having Johnson around didn’t
make the Masters any easier.
With gusts approaching 40 mph,
Hoffman and Masters newcomer
William McGirt (69) were the only
players to break 70.
Hoffman didn’t have reason to
believe he would be one of them. He
three-putted his third hole for bogey.
He three-putted the fifth hole for
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SJR STATE SOFTBALL
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Lake-Sumter’s Summer Solovitch steals second ahead of the throw to SJR State’s Maegan Stone.

CHRIS DEVITTO / Palatka Daily News

Longball Looms Large
Home runs key Lake-Sumter sweep as Vikings’ losing streak reaches eight
Palatka Daily News
on,” second-year Vikings coach Jill Semento second game on a Sydney Shows leadoff home
he home run ball played a big part of said after her team’s losing streak grew to run, but got just two runs the rest of the way.
Thursday’s Mid-Florida Conference eight, all conference matchups. “We do one The Lakehawks took the lead and in the top of
softball doubleheader at St. Johns thing right and the rest of it wrong. Whatever the seventh, it was Bennett who put the game
DEVITTO
River State College.
we do in practice we do right, we do it wrong in away with a two-runCHRIS
home
run./ Palatka Daily News
Lake-Sumter’s
Summer
Solovitch
second
of We
the were
throw hot
to SJR
State’s
MaeganofStone.
Playing the
biggest
role steals
was Bri
theahead
game.
in the
beginning
the
Bennett had just those two hits, but drove in
Bennett.
season and now we’ve cooled off.”
six runs total with them.
Bennett hit a fifth-inning grand slam to
The first-game grand slam off losing pitcher
For the Vikings, Bezares was 2-for-3 with a
account for all of Lakehawks’ runs in a 4-3 first- Madison Roeshink (11-11) came after two outs run and an RBI in the first game, while Shows,
game win, then delivered the crushing final when the Lakehawks (20-32, 6-12) got a base Kight and Jessie Grissom had one hit each. In
blow with a two-run shot in the seventh inning hit, a dropped pop-up and a walk and Bennett the second game, Kight was 2-for-2, while
to finish out a 6-3 win over the Vikings, drop- made Roeshink pay with her grand slam.
Shows finished 2-for-4. Christiana Marasa,
ping SJRSC to under .500 for the first time
The Vikings made it interesting when Kayla Stone and Ta’Shylla Brockington had one hit
since early February at 24-25 and to 4-12 in the Kight and Selena Bezares hit back-to-back apiece.
conference and four games behind fourth-place home runs and Maegan Stone took another
The Vikings look to turn things around
Santa Fe. The top four teams advance to the shot for a ride to right-center field until it was Saturday at Florida State College-Jacksonville.
state tournament.
hauled in right in front of the fence.
The Vikings’ last wins were a sweep of FSC-J
“Honestly, I couldn’t tell you what’s going
The Vikings jumped out to a 1-0 lead in the at home on March 21.
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