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Spring
football
on way

First of two columns on spring 
football in Putnam County, which 
begins April 24. Today: Crescent City 
and Interlachen.

C
larence Williams finds him-
self performing a juggling act 
from the very beginning as 
head coach of a Crescent City 

program for which he once starred 
and long served as an assistant 
coach.

He’s also the head baseball coach 
and at least a week and a half remains 
in baseball season – ideally longer, 
allowing for a state playoff shot – when 
football practice starts.

But the former Florida State and 
Buffalo Bills fullback hailed as “Pooh 
Bear” knew that going in and planned 
accordingly.

“My football team will go to study 
hall right after school. I’ll work with 
the baseball team from 2-3 and after 
that they’ll work with the assistants 
and I’ll go to football,” Williams said.

There is some learning to do this 
spring, though Williams and his coor-
dinators, Sean Delaney (offense) and 
Wesley Thompson (defense) are hardly 
strangers to the players.

“I think we’ll be ahead of the curve 
defensively, but we have a lot to learn 
on the offensive side,” Williams said. 
“Offensively, it’ll be a totally new game 
plan. No huddle – not necessarily 
breakaway speed, but get a few more 
plays in.”

Coming off a 5-5 season (including a 
forfeit victory), the Raiders do not want 
for players to make the offense click. 
Rising sophomore quarterback Naykee 
Scott enters his second full season as 
the starter, having taken over as an 
eighth-grader late in 2015. Zayne 
Whipple and Bernard Wright are prov-
en running backs and Bryce Phoulom 
and Jerome Strong lead a veteran line.

“We’ll spread the ball around a lot. I 
really want to be two-deep at our skill 
positions, give guys a lot of reps and 
not let the defense plan around one 
player,” Williams said. “Zayne 
Whipple can have a great year. 
Bernard Wright can have a great 
year. But I’m looking for some of our 
young guys to step up. We’ve got a lot 
of athletic kids and kids with decent 
speed. It’ll all be predicated on picking 
up the scheme.”

Williams particularly liked the 
potential of free safety-wide receiver 
Jeremiah Roofe and hope he realizes 
the kind of player he could be.

The Raiders conclude spring prac-
tice May 19 in a three-team jamboree 
with Keystone Heights and host 
Interlachen. The teams are part of the 
new North Central Florida Football 
Conference along with Pierson Taylor, 
Umatilla, Wildwood and The Villages. 
Fans are invited to a May 9 get-togeth-
er where the Raiders’ new uniforms 
will be on display. “We’ll have food and 
drinks and try to introduce people to 
what we’re doing.”

Thrown into the breach barely a 
week before preseason practice last 
year, Joe Szymanski heads to his first 
spring as the Rams’ head coach having 
gotten through the getting-acquainted 
phase. It went well last year – a 4-5 
record after four straight 1-9 cam-
paigns (and 0-10 the year before that) 
– and has driven turnout to the point 
that as many as 60 prospects could 
participate this spring.

“We’ve had a lot more involvement 
in the offseason workouts because of 
it,” Szymanski said. “We’ve had a lot of 
guys coming out who haven’t been 
with us in the past. If we can get some 
contributions from them, it’ll help us 
out a lot.”

Prominent among the newcomers is 
quarterback Carter Kutcho, the starter 
for Gainesville Eastside at the begin-
ning of last season. He’s expected to 
compete with rising junior varsity 
quarterback Brendan Trull. The win-
ner will hand off to Uveeekie Fields, 
the Putnam County rushing champion 
as a sophomore in 2016, but he’ll be 
airing it out as well.
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A No. 9 batter did the most dam-
age for the Daytona State College 
softball team Thursday.

Sammi Poehlman delivered home 
runs in both games of a Mid-Florida 
Conference doubleheader at home, 
leading the Falcons to a 13-4 and 
11-3 sweep of St. Johns River State 
College, leaving the Vikings at 
26-29 overall and 6-16 in the con-

ference.
Poehlman hit a two-run double 

after teammate Amanda Nikhazy’s 
two-run double helped to highlight 
a five-run fifth inning that broke a 
3-2 game open for the Falcons (34-
16, 15-9) in the first game. Then 
Poehlman’s three-run home run, 
which came after a two-run shot by 
Kendall Arcia, helped the Falcons 
score seven runs in the first inning.

Riley Gore’s grand slam in the 
sixth inning ended the first game 
via the eight-run mercy rule.

In the first game, Maegan Stone 
was 3-for-3 with a run and two RBI 
and Jessie Grissom finished 2-for-3 
for the Vikings, while Sydney 
Shows, Christiana Marasa and 
Taylor Nilsson added one hit each. 
In the nightcap, Shows was 2-for-3 
with a run and an RBI, as Marasa, 

Jordan Phillips, Brittany Lewis, 
Nilsson and Marissa Huggins 
added one hit each.

Viking pitching did not help the 
cause either by issuing 10 walks, 
the most by the club in a twinbill 
this season.

SJRSC finishes its season at 
home on Saturday with a 1 p.m. 
makeup doubleheader against 
Central Florida (44-11, 17-5).

No. 9 batter lights up St. Johns softball pitching

Santa Fe latest to beat slumping Panthers
Palatka Daily News

Santa Fe struck for six runs in the 
first two innings and eased to a 7-3 
victory over the Palatka High School 
baseball team in a District 5-5A 
game Thursday night at the Azalea 
Bowl.

The Raiders (9-10, 6-1) capitalized 
on four straight hits and an error for 
a two-run first inning, then jumped 

on Palatka starter Cody Mills (1-4) 
for four runs in the second inning.

“He came our great, but in the 
second inning, he walked their 
eight-hole guy on four pitches and 
got behind people,” said PHS coach 
Alan Rick, whose team dropped to 
5-15 overall and 0-7 in the district. 
“When he gets behind people, he has 
to throw to the middle of the plate. 

He had a good third inning and 
Mason Sharp pitched really well in 
relief.”

Sharp struck out five over three 
innings. Justin Cameron pitched a 
scoreless seventh for the Panthers.

Palatka’s Austin Beauboeuf had a 
two-run single in the fourth inning. 
The hit scored Sharp, who had 
walked, and J.C. Conner, who had 

doubled
Logan Harper went 2-3 for the 

Panthers. Their other hits were 
Beauboeuf’s single, Conner’s double 
and singles by Sharp and Chris 
Hudson.

Palatka has lost six in a row and 
is winless this month.

The Panthers play a makeup 
game today at Lake City Columbia.

CALEB BRANTLEY
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T
hirteen days before the NFL Draft takes 
place, potential high draft choice Caleb 
Brantley found himself in an uncompro-
mising situation.

But in this case, he was the victim.
The former Crescent City Junior-Senior High 

and University of Florida star defensive tackle 
was reported to be in an altercation with a 
20-year-old woman Wednesday night outside a 
Gainesville bar.

According to WTSP Tampa sports director 
Ryan Bass, Brantley was involved in an incident 
at midtown bar district establishment, the 
Copper Monkey, located on the 1700 block of 
West University Avenue, with 20-year-old 
Chelsea Austin. According to the incident report 
filed with the Gainesville Police Department, 
Austin claimed a man – later identified as 
Brantley by a friend of hers – punched her in the 
face during a fight, leaving a cut on her lip and 
blood around her tooth. She could not identify 
who hit her, according to the report.

The 22-year-old Brantley claimed in the report, 
though, that Austin had struck him in the face 
first, which Austin confirmed to the police. Austin 
claims in the report that Brantley had “disre-

spected her” and struck Brantley. Police said 
Brantley then pushed her way.

On the Gainesville Police Department’s report, 
Brantley was listed as “the victim” in the inci-
dent. Multiple witnesses at the scene backed 
Brantley’s story to the police.

Brantley did not suffer any injuries, while a 
source close to Bass and WTSP 10News said 
Austin was admitted to an area hospital and 
treated for her injuries in the incident.

No charges were filed.
Brantley has only replied with a “Thank you” 

and re-Tweeted Bass’ statement that “Police say 
the woman struck Brantley first” with a copy of 
Bass’ WTSP.com story.

An attempt by the Daily News to reach out to 
Brantley on his Facebook page was unsuccessful.

Brantley, a standout two-way player for coach-
es Al Smith and Quintin Lewis at Crescent City 
Junior-Senior High and a 2013 graduate, had a 
big redshirt junior season for the Gators this fall, 
recording 31 tackles and 2 1/2 sacks and record-
ing 9 1/2 tackles for loss. He has been projected as 
a high second-round draft choice by many NFL 
draft experts over the past few months.

The NFL Draft is slated for April 27 in 
Philadelphia.

Woman strikes ex-Raider, ex-Gator at bar, TV says

Incident Probed
JOHN STUDWELL / Special to the Daily News

Caleb Brantley is believed to be a top prospect in the NFL Draft.

Orlando 
fires GM
Hennigan 
Magic have missed 
playoffs for five years

BY TERRANCE HARRIS
Associated Press

ORLANDO — The Orlando Magic 
have fired general manager Rob 
Hennigan, saying Thursday it was time 
to go in a different direction after miss-
ing the postseason for five straight sea-
sons.

“The facts are we regressed this year 
and we made the decision that five 
years under this leadership team was 
enough to show improvement, which 
we have not,” Magic CEO Alex Martins 
said Thursday afternoon. “I believe we 
have provided all of the assets, the 
autonomy and the tools necessary over 
the past five years in order to build a 
successful program.”

Hennigan didn’t come close to get-
ting it done.

At 30, he was the youngest general 
manager in the NBA when he was 
hired by the Magic in June 2012.  But 
the Magic never won enough under 
Hennigan’s direction, missing the post-
season all five years of his tenure and 
posting a 132-278 (.322) record — the 
second-worst in the NBA over the five 
seasons and the worst five-year stretch 
in team history. The Magic finished 
this season 29-53 after entering the 
year with expectations of breaking 
through to the postseason under first-
year coach Frank Vogel.

Magic assistant general manager 
Matt Lloyd was named the interim GM 
while the team searches for Hennigan’s 
replacement. Martins said Lloyd would 
also be a candidate for the permanent 
job, but said an exhaustive search for 
Hennigan’s replacement is in the 
works.

Martins wouldn’t give specifics on 
the search, only offering that he will 
look at some candidates that are cur-
rently in the playoffs and that the role 
could shift to president of basketball 
operations.

“This organization has seen great 
success over the years but this five-year 
period has unfortunately not seen that 
same success,” said Martins, who also 
fired assistant GM Scott Perry. “We 
feel as if we have fallen behind several 
of the teams that started this process at 
the same time that we did or even after 
we had started.”

Lloyd is in control for now and will 
head up the team’s NBA draft vetting 
process next month. Orlando has two 
first round draft picks.

“Matt brings solid experience and his 
appointment as general manager on an 
interim basis will allow us to seamless-
ly continue our preparations for the 
upcoming draft,” Martins said.

Hennigan has made several moves 
that didn’t pan out. The most recent 
was trading Victor Oladipo to 
Oklahoma City for veteran power for-
ward Serge Ibaka last June. Hennigan 
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