t in the

Central Florida.
St. Johns, which clubbed Daytona State 11-1 at
home on Saturday, clung to a half-game lead in the
Mid-Florida Conference over Santa Fe, which beat
Seminole State 10-4 on Monday. The Vikings are
35-16 overall and 18-5 in the MFC heading into
Wednesday’s regular-season finale at home against
Florida State College-Jacksonville.
A win Wednesday coupled with a loss for Santa Fe
(34-11, 17-5) in one of its two remaining games would
give St. Johns the championship and a more favorable draw at the state tournament. The Saints won
the season series and thus hold the tiebreaker should
they finish with the same conference record.
SJR State coach Ross Jones expects the same fight
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best stuff. We’ve got to make plays.”
The Patriots had their own problems, leaving 15
aboard and committing two errors, but took a 4-3
lead to the ninth.
Stoeckinger (2-3) struck out Kerry Carpenter, but
Justin Smith followed with his third hit of the day,
blistering a 3-2 pitch down the third-base line for a
double. The Vikings were down to their last out after
Stoeckinger got Nick Koslowski, but Koenig made
his next pitch disappear and St. Johns led 5-4 in
spite of all that had gone wrong earlier.
“One big swing of the bat. It’s amazing,” Jones
said.

SPORTS
See VIKINGS, Page 7A
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“American distance running is
looking good today,” said sixth-place
finisher Abdi Abdirahman, a Somali
immigrant and Tucson resident who
is a four-time Olympian. “We have
the podium for both men and women,
so the future is great.”
Kiplagat finished in 2:21:52 to win
her Boston debut, adding the victory
to two world championships and
wins in London, New York and Los
Angeles. She pulled ahead of Rose
Chelimo of Bahrain in the Newton
hills to win by 59 seconds.
American Jordan Hasay, making
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Vikings, who finished 27-30, the thirdmost wins in program history after 28
won by last year’s team and 33 won by
the 2015 club. The Vikings ended 7-17
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Turns out to be a good
day for U.S. runners
BY JIMMY GOLEN
Associated Press

ANDY HALL / Palatka Daily News

SJR State’s Cole Perry, right, is welcomed after his home run Saturday against Daytona State.

One Big Swing
Koenig ninth-inning homer edges Vikings over Patriots

BOSTON — The Kenyans are
back in Boston after a relative lull
that saw them shut out in the world’s
most prestigious marathon twice in
the past three years.
More surprisingly, so are the
Americans.
Geoffrey Kirui won the 121st
Boston Marathon on Monday, pulling away from three-time U.S.
Olympian Galen Rupp with two
miles to go to give Kenya its first
men’s victory in five years. Edna
Kiplagat won the women’s race to
complete the Kenyan sweep.
They were followed closely by
Americans who grabbed two of the
top four women’s spots and six of the
top ten for men — the first time
that’s happened since the race went
professional in 1986.
“It’s so exciting to see Americans
being competitive here,” said Rupp,

