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HOWARD FENDRICH

Federer’s
new title:
The Big 1

LONDON

C
hants of “Roger! Roger! 
Roger!” filled the early eve-
ning air at the All England 
Club, so after his post-match 

stretch, Roger Federer paused on a 
bridge connected to Centre Court 
and waved to his adoring public.

“When you see that they’re there 
for you, it’s a bit of an unusual feel-
ing. I’m very touched, actually, to 
have so much support,” Federer said. 
“I never would have imagined when I 
was younger that I would have expe-
rienced this.”

Less than a month from his 36th 
birthday, Federer is still giving ‘em 
what they want. When Wimbledon 
began, Federer and the rest of the 
Big 4 – Novak Djokovic, Andy 
Murray and Rafael Nadal – had 
accounted for each of the past 14 
men’s singles championships. Now, 
as the tournament heads to the semi-
finals today, only Federer remains.

Call him the Big 1.
“It’s nice to see different guys, 

maybe, but I’m happy that my dream 
run continues,” Federer said, “and 
we’ll now see what happens next.”

Federer’s path through the draw 
has been impressive, to say the least.

He has won every set he’s played 
this fortnight, the only semifinalist 
who can make that claim.

He has won 63 of 66 service games. 
He has faced only 14 break points. He 
has made only 49 unforced errors, 
fewer than 10 per match.

So the first question put to 2016 
runner-up Milos Raonic after his 6-4, 
6-2, 7-6 (4) loss to the seven-time 
Wimbledon champion in the quarter-
finals Wednesday was: What does a 
guy have to do to beat Federer?

“You know, you have to do a lot. 
It’s a stiff task,” said Raonic, who 
defeated Federer in the semifinals 
last year before losing to Murray in 
the final. “I guess you can know what 
you have to do. It’s a lot harder to do 
it than just to know it.”

He’s hardly the first to realize 
that, of course.

After being eliminated by Raonic a 
year ago, Federer took the rest of the 
season off to allow his surgically 
repaired left knee to heal properly. 
He already had missed last year’s 
French Open in May, ending a record 
streak of 65 consecutive appearances 
at Grand Slam tournaments, and 
then skipped the Rio de Janeiro 
Olympics and U.S. Open, too.

When Federer returned in 
January, he was fit and full of ener-
gy, and won his 18th major champi-
onship at the Australian Open.

That was part of a 19-1, three-title 
start to 2017, before he took another 
break, sitting out the clay-court cir-
cuit and the French Open again.

“I could never really play quite so 
freely last year just because (now) 
I’m more focused on how the knee’s 
behaving, rather than how I need to 
hit my forehand or backhand or 
what’s not going to be good for my 
opponent,” Federer said. “This year, 
I’m just a normal tennis player 
again, where I can focus on tactics. I 
think that’s the difference. I’m play-
ing very well. I’m rested. I’m fresh. 
I’m confident, too. Then great things 
do happen.”

Such as becoming the oldest 
Wimbledon semifinalist since 1974.

Perhaps his rivals at the top of the 
game should take note.

Djokovic, a three-time champion 
at the All England Club, did say he 
would think about taking time away 
from the tour because of an injured 
right elbow that became so painful 
Wednesday he stopped in the second 
set of his quarterfinal against Tomas 
Berdych.

Murray, who won Wimbledon in 
2013 and 2016, will consider an 
extended absence, too, after his sore 
left hip clearly hampered him while 
being beaten 3-6, 6-4, 6-7 (4), 6-1, 6-1 
in the quarterfinals by Sam Querrey.

“We both had a very long, very 
tough year, a lot of matches, a lot of 
emotions, a lot of things in play,” 
Djokovic said. “Our bodies have 
taken a lot physically.”

While No. 3-seeded Federer will 
face No. 11 Berdych next, and No. 24 
Querrey – the first U.S. man in a 
Grand Slam semifinal since 2009 – 
meets No. 7 Marin Cilic, No. 1 
Murray and No. 2 Djokovic are done 
at Wimbledon this year.

So is No. 4 Nadal, a two-time 
champion who lost in the fourth 
round.

See FENDRICH, Page 8A

The daunting opening task

Daily News file photo

Florida State coach Jimbo Fisher and 
his Seminoles face the gauntlet of 
Alabama, Miami and North Carolina in 
the first month of the season. 

Seminoles must start season with 
trio of tough matchups in, out of ACC

BY AARON BEARD
AP Sports Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. – Florida State coach Jimbo 
Fisher hopes his players will be ready for a demanding 
opening month that could determine whether the 
Seminoles are playoff contenders.

Speaking at the Atlantic Coast Conference’s pre-
season media days Thursday, Fisher pointed to lessons 
learned from last year’s lopsided loss to Louisville and 
eventual Heisman Trophy winner Lamar Jackson in 
September. The Seminoles open the season this year 
against Alabama in Atlanta, then face ACC foes Miami 
and North Carolina State later in September.

“I think last year will hopefully make us understand 

that it’s not only a one-game deal at the beginning, that 
it’s going to be all the way through and that first half of 
the season,” Fisher said. “We’re going to have to be 
extremely prepared physically, mentally, psychological-
ly and every way for it. And then I think last year hope-
fully will be that teaching tool because you learn from 
your experiences, good and bad.”

The annual showdown with Clemson isn’t until 
November. The Tigers and Seminoles have combined to 
win the last six league titles, and each have won a 
national title in the past four seasons.

FSU should get a boost from the return of safety 
Derwin James, who missed 11 games in 2016 due to a 
knee injury. James, considered one of the top defensive 
players in college football, is healthy and ready to get 
back on the field.

“It was a long experience that I went through last 
year,” James said. “I learned a lot just from being on 

See SEMINOLES, Page 8A

PUTTING DOWN THE BUNT

CHRIS DeVITTO / Palatka Daily News

Myles Straw, shown putting down a bunt against Broward in a game on Feb. 13, 2015, at St. Johns 
River State College, is one of eight former Vikings baseball players who are playing professionally.

The Next Level
8 former SJRSC baseball players have moved on to pro level

BY MARK BLUMENTHAL
Palatka Daily News

S
t. Johns River State College baseball 
coach and athletic director Ross Jones 
was on vacation with wife Tish in North 
Carolina, following their son Hunter, 
who is pitching for his summer-league 

team before he goes back to Valdosta State this 
fall.

While on the road trip, he started getting text 
messages from two of his former Vikings play-
ers.

He suddenly realized what was going on 
between Myles Straw and Reid Love.

“The two of them were having dinner last 
night,” he said. “They were telling war stories 
about coach Jones and they started texting me 
and giving me a hard time (in kidding). It’s when 

I find out they were playing each other.”
As a matter of fact, Jones said Love, who 

pitches for the Class A Advanced Frederick 
(Md.) Keys, will get the start on Saturday 
against the Buies Creek (N.C.) Astros, where 
Straw is the team’s left fielder. The 25-year-old 
Love was drafted by the Baltimore Orioles in the 
2015 Baseball Amateur draft in the 10th round, 
while the 22-year-old Straw was drafted in the 
12th round of that same draft by the Astros.

Jones has spent this summer talking with 
most of his players through text and on the 
phone. Currently seven of Jones’ former SJRSC 
Vikings are playing minor league ball through-
out the country. And players like outfielder Nate 
Lowe and pitcher Patrick Duester are on their 
second teams this year within the organization.

See LEVEL, Page 8A

Williams beats Konta, reaches 9th Wimbledon finale
BY HOWARD FENDRICH

AP Tennis Writer

LONDON – All these years later, 
Wimbledon still brings out the best in 
Venus Williams.

With her latest display of gutsy 
serving and big hitting, Williams beat 
Johanna Konta, 6-4, 6-2 on Thursday 

to reach her ninth title match at the 
All England Club and first since 2009.

At 37, Williams is the oldest 
Wimbledon finalist since Martina 
Navratilova was the 1994 runner-up 
at that age.

Williams also stopped Konta’s bid 
to become the first woman from 
Britain in 40 years to win the coun-

try’s Grand Slam tournament.
“I couldn’t have asked for more, but 

I’ll ask for a little more. One more win 
would be amazing,” Williams said. “It 
won’t be a given, but I’m going to give 
it my all.”

She will be seeking her sixth 
Wimbledon championship and eighth 
Grand Slam singles trophy overall. 

Her most recent came in 2008, when 
she defeated her younger sister, 
Serena, for the title at the All England 
Club. A year later, she lost the final to 
Serena.

In the time since, Williams revealed 
that she was diagnosed with Sjogren’s 

See WILLIAMS, Page 8A

SEC MEDIA DAYS

No ‘Freeze’
out with
inquiry
Rebels coach filibusters,
but answers questions
over NCAA investigation

BY JOHN ZENOR
AP Sports Writer

HOOVER, Ala. – Hugh Freeze 
clearly wanted to talk about football, 
so he did.

Freeze delivered a 16-minute 
open ing  s ta tement  about  h i s 
Mississippi team while pointing out 
he couldn’t talk specifics about a 
long-running NCAA investigation. 
Predictably all but two of the nine 
questions he fielded from the podium 
after that dealt in some fashion with 
the off-the-field issues facing his pro-
gram.

That came as no surprise, of 
course.

“I mean, we obviously have creat-
ed it in and around our program,” 
F r e e z e  s a i d  T h u r s d a y  a t 
Southeastern Conference media 
days. “The length of it, we can sit 
here and debate all of that. But you 
can’t. We’ve got to be responsible for 
the areas which we were deficient in, 
that we didn’t either react or act 
properly, or whether it was staff or 
whether it was boosters.

“So we have to own that. And me 
being in the position I am, I’ve got to 
stand and look people in the eyes and 
take that.”

Freeze was the last of the 14 SEC 
coaches speaking at media days. 
South Carolina’s Will Muschamp 
and Auburn’s Gus Malzahn also had 
t h e i r  t u r n s  b e f o r e  r e p o r t e r s 
Thursday morning, though the ques-
tions from reporters were decidedly 
different.

Freeze, in his sixth year at Ole 
Miss, didn’t give much insight into 
the NCAA investigation. He also 
said he couldn’t comment on a law-
suit filed Wednesday by ex-Missis-
sippi coach Houston Nutt against the 
university and its athletics founda-
tion that alleges a breach of his sev-
erance agreement because of false 
statements he says school officials 
made during the probe.

The Rebels are facing 21 allega-
tions that include academic, booster 
and recruiting misconduct and have 
already self-imposed several sanc-
tions, including a one-year postsea-
son ban.

Freeze  said  he  has  had the 
“unwavering” support of the Ole 
Miss administration.

See SEC, Page 8A
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Federer’s
new title:
The Big 1

LONDON

C
hants of “Roger! Roger! 
Roger!” filled the early eve-
ning air at the All England 
Club, so after his post-match 

stretch, Roger Federer paused on a 
bridge connected to Centre Court 
and waved to his adoring public.

“When you see that they’re there 
for you, it’s a bit of an unusual feel-
ing. I’m very touched, actually, to 
have so much support,” Federer said. 
“I never would have imagined when I 
was younger that I would have expe-
rienced this.”

Less than a month from his 36th 
birthday, Federer is still giving ‘em 
what they want. When Wimbledon 
began, Federer and the rest of the 
Big 4 – Novak Djokovic, Andy 
Murray and Rafael Nadal – had 
accounted for each of the past 14 
men’s singles championships. Now, 
as the tournament heads to the semi-
finals today, only Federer remains.

Call him the Big 1.
“It’s nice to see different guys, 

maybe, but I’m happy that my dream 
run continues,” Federer said, “and 
we’ll now see what happens next.”

Federer’s path through the draw 
has been impressive, to say the least.

He has won every set he’s played 
this fortnight, the only semifinalist 
who can make that claim.

He has won 63 of 66 service games. 
He has faced only 14 break points. He 
has made only 49 unforced errors, 
fewer than 10 per match.

So the first question put to 2016 
runner-up Milos Raonic after his 6-4, 
6-2, 7-6 (4) loss to the seven-time 
Wimbledon champion in the quarter-
finals Wednesday was: What does a 
guy have to do to beat Federer?

“You know, you have to do a lot. 
It’s a stiff task,” said Raonic, who 
defeated Federer in the semifinals 
last year before losing to Murray in 
the final. “I guess you can know what 
you have to do. It’s a lot harder to do 
it than just to know it.”

He’s hardly the first to realize 
that, of course.

After being eliminated by Raonic a 
year ago, Federer took the rest of the 
season off to allow his surgically 
repaired left knee to heal properly. 
He already had missed last year’s 
French Open in May, ending a record 
streak of 65 consecutive appearances 
at Grand Slam tournaments, and 
then skipped the Rio de Janeiro 
Olympics and U.S. Open, too.

When Federer returned in 
January, he was fit and full of ener-
gy, and won his 18th major champi-
onship at the Australian Open.

That was part of a 19-1, three-title 
start to 2017, before he took another 
break, sitting out the clay-court cir-
cuit and the French Open again.

“I could never really play quite so 
freely last year just because (now) 
I’m more focused on how the knee’s 
behaving, rather than how I need to 
hit my forehand or backhand or 
what’s not going to be good for my 
opponent,” Federer said. “This year, 
I’m just a normal tennis player 
again, where I can focus on tactics. I 
think that’s the difference. I’m play-
ing very well. I’m rested. I’m fresh. 
I’m confident, too. Then great things 
do happen.”

Such as becoming the oldest 
Wimbledon semifinalist since 1974.

Perhaps his rivals at the top of the 
game should take note.

Djokovic, a three-time champion 
at the All England Club, did say he 
would think about taking time away 
from the tour because of an injured 
right elbow that became so painful 
Wednesday he stopped in the second 
set of his quarterfinal against Tomas 
Berdych.

Murray, who won Wimbledon in 
2013 and 2016, will consider an 
extended absence, too, after his sore 
left hip clearly hampered him while 
being beaten 3-6, 6-4, 6-7 (4), 6-1, 6-1 
in the quarterfinals by Sam Querrey.

“We both had a very long, very 
tough year, a lot of matches, a lot of 
emotions, a lot of things in play,” 
Djokovic said. “Our bodies have 
taken a lot physically.”

While No. 3-seeded Federer will 
face No. 11 Berdych next, and No. 24 
Querrey – the first U.S. man in a 
Grand Slam semifinal since 2009 – 
meets No. 7 Marin Cilic, No. 1 
Murray and No. 2 Djokovic are done 
at Wimbledon this year.

So is No. 4 Nadal, a two-time 
champion who lost in the fourth 
round.

See FENDRICH, Page 8A

The daunting opening task

Daily News file photo

Florida State coach Jimbo Fisher and 
his Seminoles face the gauntlet of 
Alabama, Miami and North Carolina in 
the first month of the season. 

Seminoles must start season with 
trio of tough matchups in, out of ACC

BY AARON BEARD
AP Sports Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. – Florida State coach Jimbo 
Fisher hopes his players will be ready for a demanding 
opening month that could determine whether the 
Seminoles are playoff contenders.

Speaking at the Atlantic Coast Conference’s pre-
season media days Thursday, Fisher pointed to lessons 
learned from last year’s lopsided loss to Louisville and 
eventual Heisman Trophy winner Lamar Jackson in 
September. The Seminoles open the season this year 
against Alabama in Atlanta, then face ACC foes Miami 
and North Carolina State later in September.

“I think last year will hopefully make us understand 

that it’s not only a one-game deal at the beginning, that 
it’s going to be all the way through and that first half of 
the season,” Fisher said. “We’re going to have to be 
extremely prepared physically, mentally, psychological-
ly and every way for it. And then I think last year hope-
fully will be that teaching tool because you learn from 
your experiences, good and bad.”

The annual showdown with Clemson isn’t until 
November. The Tigers and Seminoles have combined to 
win the last six league titles, and each have won a 
national title in the past four seasons.

FSU should get a boost from the return of safety 
Derwin James, who missed 11 games in 2016 due to a 
knee injury. James, considered one of the top defensive 
players in college football, is healthy and ready to get 
back on the field.

“It was a long experience that I went through last 
year,” James said. “I learned a lot just from being on 

See SEMINOLES, Page 8A

PUTTING DOWN THE BUNT

CHRIS DeVITTO / Palatka Daily News

Myles Straw, shown putting down a bunt against Broward in a game on Feb. 13, 2015, at St. Johns 
River State College, is one of eight former Vikings baseball players who are playing professionally.

The Next Level
8 former SJRSC baseball players have moved on to pro level

BY MARK BLUMENTHAL
Palatka Daily News

S
t. Johns River State College baseball 
coach and athletic director Ross Jones 
was on vacation with wife Tish in North 
Carolina, following their son Hunter, 
who is pitching for his summer-league 

team before he goes back to Valdosta State this 
fall.

While on the road trip, he started getting text 
messages from two of his former Vikings play-
ers.

He suddenly realized what was going on 
between Myles Straw and Reid Love.

“The two of them were having dinner last 
night,” he said. “They were telling war stories 
about coach Jones and they started texting me 
and giving me a hard time (in kidding). It’s when 

I find out they were playing each other.”
As a matter of fact, Jones said Love, who 

pitches for the Class A Advanced Frederick 
(Md.) Keys, will get the start on Saturday 
against the Buies Creek (N.C.) Astros, where 
Straw is the team’s left fielder. The 25-year-old 
Love was drafted by the Baltimore Orioles in the 
2015 Baseball Amateur draft in the 10th round, 
while the 22-year-old Straw was drafted in the 
12th round of that same draft by the Astros.

Jones has spent this summer talking with 
most of his players through text and on the 
phone. Currently seven of Jones’ former SJRSC 
Vikings are playing minor league ball through-
out the country. And players like outfielder Nate 
Lowe and pitcher Patrick Duester are on their 
second teams this year within the organization.

See LEVEL, Page 8A

Williams beats Konta, reaches 9th Wimbledon finale
BY HOWARD FENDRICH

AP Tennis Writer

LONDON – All these years later, 
Wimbledon still brings out the best in 
Venus Williams.

With her latest display of gutsy 
serving and big hitting, Williams beat 
Johanna Konta, 6-4, 6-2 on Thursday 

to reach her ninth title match at the 
All England Club and first since 2009.

At 37, Williams is the oldest 
Wimbledon finalist since Martina 
Navratilova was the 1994 runner-up 
at that age.

Williams also stopped Konta’s bid 
to become the first woman from 
Britain in 40 years to win the coun-

try’s Grand Slam tournament.
“I couldn’t have asked for more, but 

I’ll ask for a little more. One more win 
would be amazing,” Williams said. “It 
won’t be a given, but I’m going to give 
it my all.”

She will be seeking her sixth 
Wimbledon championship and eighth 
Grand Slam singles trophy overall. 

Her most recent came in 2008, when 
she defeated her younger sister, 
Serena, for the title at the All England 
Club. A year later, she lost the final to 
Serena.

In the time since, Williams revealed 
that she was diagnosed with Sjogren’s 

See WILLIAMS, Page 8A

SEC MEDIA DAYS

No ‘Freeze’
out with
inquiry
Rebels coach filibusters,
but answers questions
over NCAA investigation

BY JOHN ZENOR
AP Sports Writer

HOOVER, Ala. – Hugh Freeze 
clearly wanted to talk about football, 
so he did.

Freeze delivered a 16-minute 
open ing  s ta tement  about  h i s 
Mississippi team while pointing out 
he couldn’t talk specifics about a 
long-running NCAA investigation. 
Predictably all but two of the nine 
questions he fielded from the podium 
after that dealt in some fashion with 
the off-the-field issues facing his pro-
gram.

That came as no surprise, of 
course.

“I mean, we obviously have creat-
ed it in and around our program,” 
F r e e z e  s a i d  T h u r s d a y  a t 
Southeastern Conference media 
days. “The length of it, we can sit 
here and debate all of that. But you 
can’t. We’ve got to be responsible for 
the areas which we were deficient in, 
that we didn’t either react or act 
properly, or whether it was staff or 
whether it was boosters.

“So we have to own that. And me 
being in the position I am, I’ve got to 
stand and look people in the eyes and 
take that.”

Freeze was the last of the 14 SEC 
coaches speaking at media days. 
South Carolina’s Will Muschamp 
and Auburn’s Gus Malzahn also had 
t h e i r  t u r n s  b e f o r e  r e p o r t e r s 
Thursday morning, though the ques-
tions from reporters were decidedly 
different.

Freeze, in his sixth year at Ole 
Miss, didn’t give much insight into 
the NCAA investigation. He also 
said he couldn’t comment on a law-
suit filed Wednesday by ex-Missis-
sippi coach Houston Nutt against the 
university and its athletics founda-
tion that alleges a breach of his sev-
erance agreement because of false 
statements he says school officials 
made during the probe.

The Rebels are facing 21 allega-
tions that include academic, booster 
and recruiting misconduct and have 
already self-imposed several sanc-
tions, including a one-year postsea-
son ban.

Freeze  said  he  has  had the 
“unwavering” support of the Ole 
Miss administration.

See SEC, Page 8A
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CALENDAR
  NOTE: Schedules are submitted by 
schools, leagues and recreation 
departments and are subject to 
change without notice.

FRIDAY, July 14
No events scheduled.

SATURDAY, July 15
No events scheduled.

TIDES
Palatka City Dock

                      High               Low
Today     7:41A,8:12P       2:20A,3:00P
July 15   8:24A,9:00P       3:13A,3:49P
July 16   9:13A,9:54P       4:13A,4:43P

St. Augustine Beach
Today       --------,12:24P   6:19A,6:31P
July 15     12:43A,1:12P   7:07A,7:30P
July 16       1:31A,2:05P   8:00A,8:32P

NOTES
Golf

BROWN TOURNAMENT JULY 22
  The ninth annual Tracy G. Brown 
Golf Tournament will take place on 
July 22 at the Palatka Municipal Golf 
Club.
  The event will have a 10 a.m. shot-
gun star and will be played with a 
four-man modified scramble.
  It is $50 per player and that includes 
lunch and a T-shirt with all checks 
made payable to Tracy Brown 
Memorial Fund. Holes can also be 
sponsored by those interested for $25  
for a family.
  All the proceeds benefit 4-year-old 
Robbie Crabtree on his road to recov-
ery.
  For door prize donations or hole 
sponsorships, contact Tami Crews at 
937-3527 or Twila Parker at 227-8288. 
For more on the golf event, contact 
Holden Crews at 983-7977 or Matt 
Brown at 937-6893.

BASEBALL
AL Standings

East Division
W L Pct GB

Boston 50 39 .562 —
New York 45 41 .523 3½
Tampa Bay 47 43 .522 3½
Baltimore 42 46 .477 7½
Toronto 41 47 .466 8½
Central Division

W L Pct GB
Cleveland 47 40 .540 —
Minnesota 45 43 .511 2½
Kansas City 44 43 .506 3
Detroit 39 48 .448 8
Chicago 38 49 .437 9
West Division
 W L Pct GB
Houston 60 29 .674 —
Los Angeles 45 47 .489 16½
Texas 43 45 .489 16½
Seattle 43 47 .478 17½
Oakland 39 50 .438 21
Tuesday’s Games
All-Star Game
At Marlins Stadium
AL 2, NL 1, 10 innings
Friday’s Games
Chicago Cubs (Montgomery 1-6) at 
Baltimore (Gausman 5-7), 7:05 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (TBD) at Boston 
(Pomeranz 9-4), 7:10 p.m.
Toronto (Sanchez 0-2) at Detroit 

(Verlander 5-6), 7:10 p.m.
Minnesota (Berrios 8-2) at Houston 
(Morton 6-3), 8:10 p.m.
Seattle (Paxton 7-3) at Chicago White 
Sox (TBD), 8:10 p.m.
Texas (Perez 4-6) at Kansas City 
(TBD), 8:15 p.m.
Cleveland (Carrasco 10-3) at Oakland 
(Gray 4-4), 10:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Faria 4-0) at L.A. Angels 
(TBD), 10:07 p.m.

NL Standings
East Division
 W L Pct GB
Washington 52 36 .591 —
Atlanta 42 45 .483 9½
Miami 41 46 .471 10½
New York 39 47 .453 12
Philadelphia 29 58 .333 22½
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 50 41 .549 —
Chicago 43 45 .489 5½

St. Louis 43 45 .489 5½
Pittsburgh 42 47 .472 7
Cincinnati 39 49 .443 9½
West Division
 W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 61 29 .678 —
Arizona 53 36 .596 7½
Colorado 52 39 .571 9½
San Diego 38 50 .432 22
San Francisco 34 56 .378 27
Tuesday’s Game
All-Star Game
At Marlins Stadium
AL 2, NL 1, 10 innings
Friday’s Games
Chicago Cubs (Montgomery 1-6) at 
Baltimore (Gausman 5-7), 7:05 p.m.
St. Louis (Leake 6-7) at Pittsburgh 
(Cole 7-7), 7:05 p.m.
Colorado (Gray 2-0) at N.Y. Mets 
(deGrom 9-3), 7:10 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers (McCarthy 6-3) at Miami 
(Straily 7-4), 7:10 p.m.
Washington (TBD) at Cincinnati 
(Adleman 5-6), 7:10 p.m.

Arizona (Walker 6-4) at Atlanta 
(Dickey 6-5), 7:35 p.m.
Philadelphia (Pivetta 2-4) at 
Milwaukee (Davies 10-4), 8:10 p.m.
San Francisco (Cueto 6-7) at San 
Diego (Richard 5-8), 10:10 p.m.

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB 
Connecticut 11 7 .611 –– 
Washington  10 8 .556 1 
New York  8 8 .500 2 
Atlanta  8 9 .471 2½ 
Indiana 7 10 .412 3½ 
Chicago 5 12 .294 5½ 
WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB 
Minnesota 13 2     .867    ––
Los Angeles  12 5 .706 2 
Phoenix 11 6 .647 3
Dallas  9 11 .450 6½ 
Seattle  8 10 .444 6½ 
San Antonio  2 16 .111 12½

Wednesday’s games
San Antonio 79, Indiana 72
Chicago 90, Dallas 84
Connecticut 83, Seattle 79
Phoenix 89, Atlanta 84
Thursday’s games
Connecticut at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m. 
Friday’s games
Washington at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Chicago at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

AUTO RACING
Monster Energy Standings
  1. K.Larson, 710; 2. M.Truex, 709; 3. 
Ky.Busch, 609; 4. K.Harvick, 599; 5. 
C.Elliott, 560; 6. J.McMurray, 545; 7. 
D.Hamlin, 538; 8. B.Keselowski, 536; 
9. J.Johnson, 519; 10. C.Bowyer, 495; 
11. M.Kenseth, 478; 12. J.Logano, 
471; 13. R.Blaney, 462; 14. E.Jones, 
426; 15. Ku.Busch, 419; 16. R.
Stenhouse, 418.

S C O R E B O A R D
TODAY ON TELEVISION

AUTO RACING
11:45 a.m. NBC Sports NASCAR Monster Energy
   Overton’s 301 practice, at
   Loudon, N.H.
1 p.m. NBC Sports NASCAR Xfinity Overton’s
3 p.m. NBC Sports 200 practice, at Loudon,
   N.H.
2 p.m. NBC Sports Formula One British 
   Grand Prix practice, at
   Silverstone, England  
   (tape)
4:30 p.m. NBC Sports NASCAR Monster Energy
   Overton’s 301 qualifying,
   at Loudon, N.H>

BOXING
10 p.m. Showtime Ivan Baranchyk vs. Kee-
   nan Smith and Kenneth
   Sims Jr. vs. Rolando Chi-
   nea in junior welterweight
   bouts; Glenn Dezurn vs. 
   Adam Lopez in bantam-
   weight bouts; Joshua 
   Greer Jr. vs. Leroy Davila
   in a junior featherweight
   bout, at Miami, Okla.

CYCLING
8:30 a.m. NBC Sports Tour de France, stage 13,
   Saint-Girons, France to
   Foix, France

EXTREME SPORTS
2 p.m. ESPN2  X Games, at Minneapolis
9 p.m. ESPN

GOLF
5:30 a.m. Golf Channel European PGA Aberdeen
   Asset Management Scot-
   tish Open, second round, 
   at Troon, Ayrshire, Scot-
   land
1:30 p.m. Golf Channel Champions Constellation
   Senior Players Champion-
   ship, second round, at  
   Baltimore
2 p.m. Fox Sports 1 U.S. Women’s Open, se-
   cond round, at Bedmin- 
   ster, N.J.
4 p.m. Golf Channel PGA John Deere Classic,
   second round, at Silvis, Ill.
6 p.m. NBC Sports American Century Cham-
 

               pionship, first round, at
   Lake Tahoe, Nev.
7 p.m. Golf Channel Web.com Utah Champion-
   ship, second round, at
   Farmington, Utah

KICKBOXING
11 p.m. ESPN2  Glory 43, Saulo Cavalari
   vs. Pavel Zhuravlev, at
   New York (tape)

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
7 p.m. FS Florida Dodgers at Marlins
7 p.m. MLB Network Yankees at Red Sox
10 p.m. FS Sun  Rays at Angels

NBA SUMMER LEAGUE (AT LAS VEGAS)
4 p.m. ESPNU  Consolation, Hawks vs.
   Rockets
4:30 p.m. NBA-TV Consolation, Timber- 
   wolves vs. Wizards
6 p.m. ESPNU  Consolation, Jazz vs. 
   Bucks
6:30 p.m. NBA-TV Consolation, Warriors-Cel-
   tics loser vs. Heat-Clip- 
   pers loser
8:30 p.m. NBA-TV Consolation, 76ers vs. 
   Bulls
10:30 p,m. NBA-TV Consolation, Lakers-Cava-
   liers loser vs. Trail Bla- 
   zers-Raptors loser

CONCACAF GOLD CUP SOCCER
7:30 p.m. Fox Sports 1 Group stage, Costa Rica
   vs. French Guiana, at Fri-
   sco, Texas
10 p.m. Fox Sports 1 Group stage, Canada vs.
   Honduras, at Frisco,  
   Texas

WIMBLEDON CHAMPIONSHIP TENNIS
8 a.m. ESPN  Men’s semifinals, at  
   London

VOLLEYBALL
6 a.m. NBC Sports FIVB World Grand Prix,
   U.S. vs. Turkey, at Macau
   (tape)
5 p.m. ESPN2  World Series of Beach  
   Volleyball: President’s  
   Cup, women’s quarterfi 
   nals, at Long Beach, Calif.

“Of course I’m surprised,” Federer said, “to see 
them going out.”

No one should be surprised that he is sticking 
around.

Howard Fendrich is Associated Press writer.

Fendrich
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“I went through moving around several 
times in my career,” said Jones, a former 
baseball star himself who played for the 
Texas Rangers and Montreal Expos minor 
league organizations, getting as high as 
Double-A Jacksonville in 1988. “It’s not that 
big a deal about going from team to team. 
You know everyone through spring training 
and winter ball, so you know who your man-
ager is through the spring training. The most 
stressful part about it is the moving because 
all your clothes might be five hours away and 
you get a phone call at 1 a.m. from the man-
ager that you’re flying out to somewhere like 
Tulsa. That’s the tough part.”

Jones said he will not be sticking around 
North Carolina long to catch the Love vs. 
Straw matchup in person on Saturday. But 
he’s grateful to have many of his former play-
ers playing ball throughout.

The following is a list of Jones’ players in 
the minor leagues currently.

MYLES STRAW
Team: Buies Creek (N.C.) Astros (Class A 

Advanced Carolina League).
Drafted: Houston Astros, 12th round, 

2015.
Straw is hitting .318 with 59 runs scored, 

13 doubles, six triples, one home run and 30 
RBI while he has 25 stolen bases in 33 
attempts and a .409 slugging percentage. 
Straw was named a mid-season All-Star with 
Buies Creek, a year after he was named a 
Class A All-Star with Quad Cities. In June, 
Straw was named Carolina League Player of 
the Month.

NATHANIEL LOWE
Team: Charlotte Rays (Class A Advanced 

Florida State League).
Drafted:  T a m p a  B a y  R a y s ,  1 3 t h 

round, 2016.
Lowe just moved up from Bowling Green in 

the Midwest League, where he was an All-
Star this year. In 10 games, he’s hitting .250 
with an RBI, two doubles and five runs scored. 
At Bowling Green, Lowe hit .293 with five 
home runs and 35 RBI in 63 games with 34 
runs scored in 229 at-bats.

PATRICK DUESTER
Team: Ogden Raptors (Pioneer League 

Rookie Ball).
Drafted: Undrafted. Signed with the Los 

Angeles Dodgers out of Tulane.
Duester has had a short time with Ogden 

where the reliever has a 0-1 record and 2.89 
earned-run average with a save in two save 
opportunities. In 9 1/3 innings, he’s walked 
two and struck out nine, given up three earned 
runs and 10 hits. At his previous stop, Great 
Lakes, he was 2-0 with a save in two opportu-
nities, allowing 10 earned runs in 18 2/3 
innings, giving up 15 hits, seven walks and 19 
strikeouts.

REID LOVE
Team: Frederick (Md.) Keys (Class A 

Advanced Carolina League).
Drafted: Baltimore Orioles, 10th round, 

2015.
Love, who gets that start against Straw’s 

Buies Creek team on Saturday, is 1-3 so far 
with a 4.10 ERA in 48 1/3 innings, walking 11 
batters, but striking out 42.

C.J. ROBINSON
Team: Batavia (N.Y.) Muckdogs (Class A 

Short Season New York-Penn League).
Drafted: Miami Marlins, 12th round, 2013.
Robinson, according to Jones, has been 

struggling with elbow issues and his numbers 
have suffered because of it. Moved down from 
Jupiter in the Florida State League, Robinson 
was 0-1 with a 1.79 ERA in three games, giv-
ing up one earned run in 5 1/3 innings, but 
allowing seven hits and six walks with four 
strikeouts in that time period.

PEARSON MCMAHAN
Team: Boise Hawks (Class A Short Season 

Northwest League).
Drafted: Colorado Rockies, fourth round, 

2017.
McMahan, a major part of the success of 

this past season’s Vikings, made his profes-
sional debut on Monday against the Vancouver 
Canadians. In three innings, he threw hitless 
shutout ball, striking out a batter.

JUSTIN SMITH
Team: Danville (Va.) Braves (Rookie Ball 

Appalachian League).
Drafted: Atlanta Braves, 20th round, 

2017.
Smith, like McMahan, just started playing 

professionally and has so far had an interest-
ing debut – he’s hitting .321 with three RBI 
and three runs scored in his first 10 games. 
While he has nine hits, including a double, in 
his first 28 at-bats, he also has 15 strikeouts. 
It’s seemingly hit or miss for the 21-year-old 
Smith.

HOWIE KENDRICK
Team: Philadelphia Phillies.
Drafted: Los Angeles Angels at Anaheim, 

10th round, 2002.
Plagued most of his Major League career 

by injuries, Kendrick, who was the Mid-
Florida Conference player of the year in his 
one year playing for coach Sam Rick with 
the Vikings in 2002, is hitting .349 with two 
home runs and 14 RBI with 15 runs scored 
in 33 games. But Kendrick, who turned 34 
on Wednesday, has been on the disabled list 
twice this season, his second stint starting 
on June 28 with a left hamstring strain. He 
is doing minor league work now, and it has 
been reported he could be back with the 
Phillies by July 19, though one source has 
reported the Phillies may be shopping him 
around for a possible deal at the July 31 
deadline.

mblumenthal@palatkadailynews.com

Level
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syndrome, which can sap energy 
and cause joint pain. As time went 
on, there were questions about 
whether she might retire, espe-
cially after a half-dozen first-
round losses at major tourna-
ments. But she kept on going, 
and lately has returned to win-
ning.

Her resurgence began in earnest 
at Wimbledon a year ago, when she 
made it to the semifinals. Then, at 
the Australian Open in January, 
Williams reached the final, where 
she lost to — yes, you guessed it — 

her sister. Serena is off the tour for 
the rest of this year because she is 
pregnant.

“I missed her so much before this 
match. And I was like, ‘I just wish 
she was here.’ And I was like, ‘I 
wish she could do this for me,’” 
Williams said with a laugh. “And I 
was like, ‘No, this time you have to 
do it for yourself.’ So here we are.”

On Saturday, the 10th-seeded 
American will participate in her 
second Grand Slam final of the sea-
son, and 16th of her career, this 
time against 14th-seeded Garbine 
Muguruza of Spain.

“She knows how to play, espe-
c i a l l y  W i m b l e d o n  f i n a l s , ” 
Muguruza, the 2015 Wimbledon 
runner-up and 2016 French Open 

champion, said about Williams. 
“It’s going to be, like, a historic final 
again.”

Muguruza overwhelmed 87th-
ranked Magdalena Rybarikova of 
Slovakia 6-1, 6-1 in the earlier 
semifinal.

Williams arrived in England a 
few weeks after being involved in a 
two-car accident in Florida; not 
long afterward, a passenger in the 
other vehicle died. At her initial 
news conference at Wimbledon, a 
tearful Williams briefly left the 
room to compose herself after being 
asked about the crash.

She has tried, coach David Witt 
said, to “just focus on the tennis.”

In the semifinals, it was Konta 
who had the first chance to nose 

ahead, a point from serving from 
the opening set when it was 4-all 
and Williams was serving down 
15-40.

Williams erased the first break 
point with a backhand winner 
down the line, and the second with 
a 106 mph (171 kph) second serve 
that went right at Konta’s body. It 
was a risky strategy, going for so 
much pace on a second serve, but it 
worked. That opened a run in 
which Williams won 12 of 13 points.

“She looks to dictate from the 
very first ball,” Konta said. “When 
she puts herself in a position to do 
that, she plays with a lot of depth, a 
lot of speed, and you don’t get much 
of a chance to get your, I guess, grip 
into the points.”

Williams
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the sidelines and watch from a coach’s standpoint. 
… When the coaches get on you it’s because of a 
reason and something they see. I didn’t get that at 
first, but now I understand that.”

The Atlantic Division took center stage, includ-
ing Dabo Swinney’s reigning national champion 
Tigers and the Cardinals with Jackson. They 
joined coaches and players from Boston College, 
North Carolina State, Syracuse and Wake Forest 
in Charlotte on Thursday.

Commissioner John Swofford held his state-of-
the-league forum, celebrating a big 2016 for the 
league but also noting: “We also know you don’t 
live too long on last year’s laurels.” Swofford also 
said that he doesn’t see divisional realignment 
coming anytime soon, nor have there been discus-
sions about adding Notre Dame – a member in all 
other league sports – as a football member.

Swofford also declined to provide specific 
updates on work to launch the ACC’s TV channel 
in 2019.

Seminoles
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The Rebels are coming off the first losing season of 
his five-year tenure and must replace six starters on 
offense and five on defense.

For Muschamp and Malzahn, both can point to the 
past as reason for optimism.

Malzahn compares this to his first Auburn team, 
which won the 2013 SEC championship after open-
ing amid modest expectations with a transfer quar-
terback. Then the new QB was Nick Marshall from 
the junior college ranks. Now, it’s transfer Jarrett 
Stidham who’s the presumed front-runner for the 
starting job.

Malzahn thinks the similarities go well beyond 
that.

“The fact that we have a very hungry team,” he 
said. “They’ve got something to prove. If you look 
back to 2013, I feel the same way about our team. 
We’re in a good spot. We’ve got to seize the moment.”

Muschamp exceeded some expectations with a six-
win debut season for the Gamecocks. He’d love to 
now duplicate his second year at Florida, where the 
Gators went 11-2 and made the Sugar Bowl in his 
best season in Gainesville by a longshot.

Muschamp says it helps to have more familiarity 
with the roster and the individual players, especially 
with more of his own recruits in the fold.

“You’re able to mold your team a little bit more 
about where you want to go and the direction you 
want to head with it, which probably, to me, gives 
you a little bit more of a comfort level as far as 
moving forward,” Muschamp said.

SEC
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S P O R T S  B R I E F S
BASEBALL

Tebow delivers walkoff HR
PORT ST. LUCIE – Tim Tebow seems to have 

found his stroke since getting back to his home state.
Tebow hit the first game-ending home run of his 

pro baseball career Thursday night, lifting the Class 
A St. Lucie Mets over the Daytona Tortugas, 5-4, in a 
seven-inning game.

The former NFL quarterback went deep with one 
out against Cincinnati Reds farmhand Austin 
Orewiler, smacking a first-pitch fastball over the 
fence in left field. Tebow was doused with Gatorade 
and mobbed by teammates when he reached home 
plate.

“It was fun to celebrate with all the guys,” Tebow 
said.

GOLF

Howell, Schniederjans share lead
SILVIS, Ill. – Charles Howell III and Ollie 

Schniederjans each shot 8-under 63 on Thursday to 
share the first-round lead in the John Deere Classic.

Playing alongside local favorite Zach Johnson, 
Howell birdied seven his first nine holes and added a 
birdie on No. 7 in his morning round at rain-softened 
TPC Deere Run. The two-time PGA Tour winner lost 
a playoff to Kyle Stanley two weeks ago in the 
Quicken Loans National.

Schniederjans birdied five of his last eight holes in 
his lowest round of the PGA Tour. The 24-year-old 
former Georgia Tech star earned a PGA Tour card 
last year through the Web.com Tour.

AUTO RACING

Dewar promoted to NASCAR prez
DAYTONA BEACH – NASCAR has promoted 

Brent Dewar from chief operating officer to presi-
dent.

Under the move announced Thursday, Dewar 
becomes the fourth person ever to hold the title of 
NASCAR president.

Dewar joined NASCAR as a chief operating officer 
in 2014. NASCAR chairman and CEO Brian France 
said in a statement that Dewar “has helped lead a 
cultural transformation of NASCAR” and has “spear-
headed some of the most impactful enhancements 
NASCAR has implemented in its history.”

Dewar will continue to serve on the NASCAR 
board of directors in his new role.

– Associated Press
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