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“I don’t think we’ve had more than four double
plays in an entire season,” Rams coach Ron Whitehurst
said. “They’ve done a tremendous job of coming back
from a mistake. And we hit the ball this time. We
struck out three times (Thursday) compared to the 18
we had against Menendez (most notably relief pitcher
Mandy Taylor).”
But the offense didn’t come until the fifth inning.
The Rams loaded the bases in the fifth, then Angie
Mathews walked to tie the game at 1-1. Chaise
Champion delivered a safety squeeze bunt to give the
Rams a 2-1 lead. An error off an Elivia Gutierrez
grounder made it 3-1 and Jada Green walked to force
in Mathews to finish the scoring. The Rams added

ELINES

striking out two.
Not only did it improve the Rams to 2-0, but gave
Whitehurst his 177th career win, leaving him just one
win behind Putnam County’s all-time leading winningest softball coach, Palatka’s Curt Smith, who
recorded 178 wins between 1998-2007.
The Rams will attempt to get the tying and
go-ahead wins for Whitehurst in games against
Pierson Taylor away on Tuesday, Williston at home on
Thursday and Baldwin away on Friday.
n Breanna Enter went 3-for-3 with two runs scored
and three RBI and delivered a five-inning no-hitter as

SPORTS
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we can make it another one here on
Sunday. That would be the one that
counts.”
On the restart in overtime, Blaney
got a huge push from best friend
Darrell “Bubba” Wallace Jr. and pulled
away for the win.
“I saw (he) was third and I’d figure
he’d give me a good push,” Blaney said
about Wallace.
Wallace finished third and was congratulated with a huge hug from team
owner Richard Petty, the seven-time
NASCAR champion.
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t one
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ild Wednesday.
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Prep Roundup

ing game. Maddy (lefty starter
Roeshink) threw well, but we made
errors behind her. So we need to clean
up some things defensively.”
In the first game, the Vikings scored
five runs in the fourth inning to take
an 8-0 lead with Brittany Lewis,
Maegan Stone and Selena Bezares
delivering RBI singles around an RBI
triple by Taylor Nilsson.
Reganne McCarl went 3-for-4 with
a run scored, while Stone was 2-for-5
with two runs scored and an RBI,
Bezares was 2-for-4 with a run and an
RBI, winning pitcher Ariel
McCullough (6-1) going 2-for-3 with

a run and an RBI and Lewis finishing off Roeshink (2-2) with one out and
2-for-3 with a run and RBI. Nilsson, came home on a single up the middle
Morgan Scala, Rachel Johnson and by Lindsey Hupp.
Baily Bellamy each had one hit with
Marcella Parado went the distance
Bellamy’s single knocking in two runs for the win with two walks and five
in the first inning.
hits allowed and nine strikeouts, while
Lacy McClellan came into the circle hitting three batters for the Hawks
in relief of McCullough with no outs (8-8).
in the seventh and gave up one hit,
For the Vikings, Scala, McCarl,
while getting the final three outs for Stone, Lewis and Nilsson got hits.
her first save of the year.
Roeshink allowed eight hits, walked
Down 4-1 in the second game, the one
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out two.
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Team Penske stakes claim as
Daytona 500 favorites

Daytona 500.
Maybe even three of them.
Penske again went 1-2 at Daytona
International Speedway for its second
sweep of Speedweeks. This time, Ryan
Blaney went to victory lane after winning the first of two Thursday night
qualifying races that are used to set the
Daytona 500 field.
Chase Elliott won the second race in

