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Inside Pitch

PREP BASEBALL

It’s a horrible
day, let’s
play zero

D
iscouraging. That may be the best 
way to describe what happened to 
a good chunk of the Major League 
Baseball scheduled Sunday.

An unbelievable six games were 
sent away for another time because 
Mother Nature is the final judge and 
jury when it comes to the conditions 
the games get played in. So to see a 
foot of snow fall on Minneapolis on 
April 15 was jaw dropping, to see the 
cold mess that was Detroit was unfor-
tunate. Then to see what the Chicago 
Cubs and Atlanta Braves played in on 
Saturday was a joke.

Going into Monday, there were an 
astounding 23 games postponed due to 
the weather. Twenty-three. Now we can 
bump that number up to 26 since 
Boston, Chicago and falling ice at the 
Rogers Centre in Toronto were victims 
to Mother Nature.

This is just an absolute headache all 
the way round. No one in the MLB 
offices likes having to put reschedules 
down on a calendar and with as many 
as there have been, that calendar is 
already starting to look like a road 
map through the Andes Mountains. 
No one who works a stadium is 
enthralled with the ever-changing 
schedule of coming in at 11 a.m., set-
ting up for a 1 p.m. game, cleaning up, 
then having to do it all over again for a 
7 p.m. game, serve fans, clean up 
afterward, then leave sometime 
around midnight.

Worse, this is a major problem for 
the fans who bought the tickets, then 
can’t go because it’s either raining, 
below 30 degrees or, in Minnesota, it’s 
snowing. I can guarantee you this one 
– NO ONE wants to sit out in an 
open-air stadium and freeze for three 
hours for a baseball game, especially 
when there is little or no action.

I have personal proof. In April 2003, 
I was among friends sitting in center 
field at Veterans Stadium in 
Philadelphia for the Phillies’ last home 
opener there against the Pittsburgh. 
Sitting there for almost three hours in 
dreary, 43-degree conditions, all I 
remember from that day was nothing 
that had to do with the game – there 
was a fight not far from where I was 
sitting. That may have been the high-
light of the entire game. Otherwise, 
sitting there was utter misery. I vowed 
from that day on I’d never attend 
another Opening Day in my life, and 
I’ve kept my word 15 years later.

So if you think I’m upset about sit-
ting in temperatures that are good for 
football fans but wretched for baseball 
fans, imagine what those Chicago 
Cubs fans felt like on Saturday when 
that atrocity of a game was allowed to 
be played at Wrigley Field against the 
Atlanta Braves. That game, unlike the 
one I was at, will be remembered more 
for the amazing comeback the Cubs 
made from down 10-2 to win 14-10, 
highlighting the comeback with a 
nine-run eighth inning.

Yet the other thing most of those 
fans will remember from being there 
was the 38-degree conditions com-
pounded by a 24-mph wind the game 
was played in, putting wind chills 
around 20 degrees.

Cubs manager Joe Maddon, who 
grew up in Pennsylvania and knows a 
little bit about cold weather, even 
lamented about how cold and ugly the 
game was, saying to the media after-
ward, “I thought the 2008 World 
Series game I participated (as Tampa 
Bay Rays manager in Philadelphia in 
Game 5) was the worst. It just got sur-
passed. This is not baseball weather. 
The elements were horrific to play 
baseball in. That is the worst elements 
I ever participated in in a baseball 
game. Ever.”

But it was allowed to happen. And 
on Sunday, a day-night doubleheader 
at Comerica Park involving the 
Tigers-Yankees was canceled. Also, 
the Minnesota Twins and Chicago 
White Sox watched a pair of games at 
Target Field get blown off the map due 
to ... a foot of snow!

Linden first U.S. woman to win Boston Marathon since ‘85
Kawauchi wins men’s race in brutal 
weather, first from Japan since ‘87

BY JIMMY GOLEN
Associated Press

BOSTON — After slogging through 
just a few miles of icy rain and a near-
gale headwind that made her feel like 
she was running in place, Desiree 
Linden decided she’d seen enough of the 
Boston Marathon for another year.

“My hands were freezing, and there 
are times where you were just stood up 
by the wind. It was comical how slow 
you were going, and how far you still 
had to go,” Linden said.

“At six miles I was thinking, ‘No way, 
this is not my day,’” she said. “Then you 
break the tape and you’re like, ‘This is 
not what I expected today.’”

A two-time Olympian and the 2011 
Boston Marathon runner-up, Linden 
decided to stick around, outlasting the 
weather and the rest of the field to win 
the race’s 122nd edition on Monday in 2 

hours, 39 minutes, 54 seconds. That was 
more than four minutes better than sec-
ond-place finisher Sarah Sellers but the 
slowest time for a women’s winner in 
Boston since 1978.

Yuki Kawauchi splashed through the 
pelting rain, temperatures in the mid-
30s and wind that gusted as high as 32 
mph to win the men’s race, passing 
defending champion Geoffrey Kirui in 
Kenmore Square to earn Japan’s first 
Boston title since 1987 and the $150,000 
first prize.

Wearing a white windbreaker that 

was drenched and billowing in the wind, 
Kirui slowed and stumbled across the 
Copley Square finish line in second, 2:25 
back, followed by Shadrack Biwott and 
three other U.S. men. The winning time 
of 2:15:58 and was the slowest since Jack 
Fultz overcame temperatures in the high 
90s to win the “Run for the Hoses” in 
1976.

“For me, it’s the best conditions possi-
ble,” said Kawauchi, who competed in 12 
marathons last year — six times the 

CHRIS DEVITTO / Palatka Daily News
SJR State’s Ray Gonzalez avoids an inside pitch in the eighth inning Monday afternoon.

Palatka Daily News

The Interlachen Rams took a break 
from a baseball season of struggles to 
break down a rival Monday night.

They scored 13 runs in the third 
inning of an 18-3, mercy-rule rout of 
visiting Hawthorne. Joey Bacco and 
Kolby Fleming had two hits apiece and 
the Hornets hit seven batters as the 
Rams improved to 3-11.

Logan Faulk made the most of his 
first pitching start with four-inning 
complete game.

Joining Bacco and Fleming on the 
Interlachen hit parade were Kolby 
Foshee, Blake Russell, Kody Shrouder, 

Baylee Crowe, Mit Bedenbaugh and 
Christian Skeen had one hit apiece – all 
singles.

In addition to hitting seven batters, 
Hawthorne gave up four walks and 
made two errors. The Hornets got all 
their runs in the first inning.
n Aiden Sullivan hit a tiebreaking, 

two-out double in the fourth and Peniel 
Baptist Academy played error-free ball 
on its way to a 9-1 romp at Deltona 
Trinity Christian.

It was a 1-1 game before Sullivan’s big 
hit. The Warriors followed it up with 
three runs in the fifth inning and four 
in the sixth.

“This was probably our best all-
around game,” said Peniel coach Terry 
Goodwin, whose tam is 9-7 overall and 
4-6 in District 3-2A. “We played real 
solid defense. Sullivan was a big part of 
that at first base. He saved us three 
errors, if not four.”

Austin Spedden went 3-3, scored 
two runs and had an RBI for Peniel. 
Kenyon Dodge was 2-4. Sullivan, Lane 
Williams and Daunte Morgan were all 
1-3. Morgan and Williams each had 
two RBI.

D o d g e  ( 3 - 3 )  t o o k  ov e r  f o r 
Spedden in the third inning and 
pitched five scoreless innings, scat-

tering four singles.
n Palatka fell to 8-12 with its fifth 

straight loss, 11-1 to Fleming Island in 
the first round of the St. Johns River 
Athletic Conference tournament at 
Nease High School.

The Panthers were in a 9-0 hole 
before getting on the board in the bot-
tom of the sixth. They were held to 
three hits, singles by Logan Harper, Tre 
Keen and Tristan Glover.

The first of five Palatka pitchers, Clay 
Sipprell (1-3) took the loss.

The Panthers are back at Nease 
Wednesday to play Middleburg at 4 
p.m.

Interlachen takes out frustrations in 18-3 rout of Hawthorne

One They Needed
Vikings start fast, withstand ninth-inning rally to beat first-place Santa Fe

BY ANDY HALL
Palatka Daily News

ahall@palatkadailynews.com

T
he St. Johns River State College baseball team 
reached the end of its rope in the Mid-Florida 
Conference Saturday, then tied a knot and hung 
on Monday at Tindall Field – barely.

The Vikings withstood a five-run, ninth-in-
ning rally to beat first-place Santa Fe, 7-6, keeping 
alive slim hopes of catching the Saints while staying a 
game behind Central Florida in the battle for second 

and a first-game bye in the MFC tournament.
Nick Romano homered twice and Darin Kilfoyl 

struck out 10 in six innings as St, Johns improved to 
31-13 overall, 15-6 in the conference. The Vikings 
took the season series from the Saints, 3-1; Santa Fe 
(35-7, 16-3) has not lost to anyone else in the MFC. 
Central Florida (28-12-1, 16-5) ripped Florida State 
College-Jacksonville Monday, 13-3.

“We survived. It was a game we had to win,” said 
SJR State coach Ross Jones.

St. Johns
softball
season up
Swept by Daytona State and 
Seminole, goes 5-19 in conference

Palatka Daily News
The end result wasn’t what St. Johns 

River State College softball coach Jill 
Semento had in mind.

After a promising 22-7 start, the 
Vikings stumbled to a 5-19 record in 
the Mid-Florida Conference and lost 
all four games to end their season this 
weekend.

The Vikings lost a pair at home 
against Daytona State on Saturday, 
falling 5-1 in the first game, then going 
from within two outs of a mercy-rule 
win a 10-8 loss in the nightcap. In 
Sunday’s finale at Seminole State, the 
Vikings lost 4-0 in the opener, then got 
mercy-ruled, 10-2.

“I’m just happy it’s over,” said 
Semento, a tone of disappointment in 
her voice when reflecting on the end of 
the season that saw the Vikings lose six 
of their last seven. 

The one win against Florida State 
College-Jacksonville assured the 
Vikings an over-.500 season at 27-26, 
tying for third best in program history 
with her 27-30 team last year. Only 
Semento’s first team in 2016, which 
went 28-25, and the 33-22 2015 team 
of previous coach Katie Brosky have 
had better records.

“Everything started to turn after 
coming off that 22-7 start,” said 
Semento, who warned that even after 
the best start in program history the 
conference could be rough. “We sim-
ply didn’t do what we needed to do. I 
really wished we had done better, but 
we made mistakes in our conference 
games we didn’t make in the games 
leading up to them. But it wasn’t from 
a lack of effort. They were trying. At 
the end, they weren’t happy to see it 
end the way it ended.”

Alicia Tomberlin got the Falcons 
(25-23 overall, 11-13 in conference) to 
a 3-0 lead in the first inning with a 
two-run home run off of losing pitcher 
Madison Roeshink (6-7). Winning 
pitcher Tina Velazquez went the dis-
tance on a five-hitter, walking five and 
striking out seven. The lone highlight 
for the Vikings in the opener was the 
first college home run for sophomore 
Taylor Nilsson, accounting for the 
only run. She was 2-for-3, while Selena 
Nunez, Selena Bezares and Marissa 
Huggins had one hit each.See BASEBALL, Page 10A

See SOFTBALL, Page 10A

See MARATHON, Page 9A

See BLUMENTHAL, Page 9A
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It’s a horrible
day, let’s
play zero

D
iscouraging. That may be the best 
way to describe what happened to 
a good chunk of the Major League 
Baseball scheduled Sunday.

An unbelievable six games were 
sent away for another time because 
Mother Nature is the final judge and 
jury when it comes to the conditions 
the games get played in. So to see a 
foot of snow fall on Minneapolis on 
April 15 was jaw dropping, to see the 
cold mess that was Detroit was unfor-
tunate. Then to see what the Chicago 
Cubs and Atlanta Braves played in on 
Saturday was a joke.

Going into Monday, there were an 
astounding 23 games postponed due to 
the weather. Twenty-three. Now we can 
bump that number up to 26 since 
Boston, Chicago and falling ice at the 
Rogers Centre in Toronto were victims 
to Mother Nature.

This is just an absolute headache all 
the way round. No one in the MLB 
offices likes having to put reschedules 
down on a calendar and with as many 
as there have been, that calendar is 
already starting to look like a road 
map through the Andes Mountains. 
No one who works a stadium is 
enthralled with the ever-changing 
schedule of coming in at 11 a.m., set-
ting up for a 1 p.m. game, cleaning up, 
then having to do it all over again for a 
7 p.m. game, serve fans, clean up 
afterward, then leave sometime 
around midnight.

Worse, this is a major problem for 
the fans who bought the tickets, then 
can’t go because it’s either raining, 
below 30 degrees or, in Minnesota, it’s 
snowing. I can guarantee you this one 
– NO ONE wants to sit out in an 
open-air stadium and freeze for three 
hours for a baseball game, especially 
when there is little or no action.

I have personal proof. In April 2003, 
I was among friends sitting in center 
field at Veterans Stadium in 
Philadelphia for the Phillies’ last home 
opener there against the Pittsburgh. 
Sitting there for almost three hours in 
dreary, 43-degree conditions, all I 
remember from that day was nothing 
that had to do with the game – there 
was a fight not far from where I was 
sitting. That may have been the high-
light of the entire game. Otherwise, 
sitting there was utter misery. I vowed 
from that day on I’d never attend 
another Opening Day in my life, and 
I’ve kept my word 15 years later.

So if you think I’m upset about sit-
ting in temperatures that are good for 
football fans but wretched for baseball 
fans, imagine what those Chicago 
Cubs fans felt like on Saturday when 
that atrocity of a game was allowed to 
be played at Wrigley Field against the 
Atlanta Braves. That game, unlike the 
one I was at, will be remembered more 
for the amazing comeback the Cubs 
made from down 10-2 to win 14-10, 
highlighting the comeback with a 
nine-run eighth inning.

Yet the other thing most of those 
fans will remember from being there 
was the 38-degree conditions com-
pounded by a 24-mph wind the game 
was played in, putting wind chills 
around 20 degrees.

Cubs manager Joe Maddon, who 
grew up in Pennsylvania and knows a 
little bit about cold weather, even 
lamented about how cold and ugly the 
game was, saying to the media after-
ward, “I thought the 2008 World 
Series game I participated (as Tampa 
Bay Rays manager in Philadelphia in 
Game 5) was the worst. It just got sur-
passed. This is not baseball weather. 
The elements were horrific to play 
baseball in. That is the worst elements 
I ever participated in in a baseball 
game. Ever.”

But it was allowed to happen. And 
on Sunday, a day-night doubleheader 
at Comerica Park involving the 
Tigers-Yankees was canceled. Also, 
the Minnesota Twins and Chicago 
White Sox watched a pair of games at 
Target Field get blown off the map due 
to ... a foot of snow!

Linden first U.S. woman to win Boston Marathon since ‘85
Kawauchi wins men’s race in brutal 
weather, first from Japan since ‘87

BY JIMMY GOLEN
Associated Press

BOSTON — After slogging through 
just a few miles of icy rain and a near-
gale headwind that made her feel like 
she was running in place, Desiree 
Linden decided she’d seen enough of the 
Boston Marathon for another year.

“My hands were freezing, and there 
are times where you were just stood up 
by the wind. It was comical how slow 
you were going, and how far you still 
had to go,” Linden said.

“At six miles I was thinking, ‘No way, 
this is not my day,’” she said. “Then you 
break the tape and you’re like, ‘This is 
not what I expected today.’”

A two-time Olympian and the 2011 
Boston Marathon runner-up, Linden 
decided to stick around, outlasting the 
weather and the rest of the field to win 
the race’s 122nd edition on Monday in 2 

hours, 39 minutes, 54 seconds. That was 
more than four minutes better than sec-
ond-place finisher Sarah Sellers but the 
slowest time for a women’s winner in 
Boston since 1978.

Yuki Kawauchi splashed through the 
pelting rain, temperatures in the mid-
30s and wind that gusted as high as 32 
mph to win the men’s race, passing 
defending champion Geoffrey Kirui in 
Kenmore Square to earn Japan’s first 
Boston title since 1987 and the $150,000 
first prize.

Wearing a white windbreaker that 

was drenched and billowing in the wind, 
Kirui slowed and stumbled across the 
Copley Square finish line in second, 2:25 
back, followed by Shadrack Biwott and 
three other U.S. men. The winning time 
of 2:15:58 and was the slowest since Jack 
Fultz overcame temperatures in the high 
90s to win the “Run for the Hoses” in 
1976.

“For me, it’s the best conditions possi-
ble,” said Kawauchi, who competed in 12 
marathons last year — six times the 

CHRIS DEVITTO / Palatka Daily News
SJR State’s Ray Gonzalez avoids an inside pitch in the eighth inning Monday afternoon.

Palatka Daily News

The Interlachen Rams took a break 
from a baseball season of struggles to 
break down a rival Monday night.

They scored 13 runs in the third 
inning of an 18-3, mercy-rule rout of 
visiting Hawthorne. Joey Bacco and 
Kolby Fleming had two hits apiece and 
the Hornets hit seven batters as the 
Rams improved to 3-11.

Logan Faulk made the most of his 
first pitching start with four-inning 
complete game.

Joining Bacco and Fleming on the 
Interlachen hit parade were Kolby 
Foshee, Blake Russell, Kody Shrouder, 

Baylee Crowe, Mit Bedenbaugh and 
Christian Skeen had one hit apiece – all 
singles.

In addition to hitting seven batters, 
Hawthorne gave up four walks and 
made two errors. The Hornets got all 
their runs in the first inning.
n Aiden Sullivan hit a tiebreaking, 

two-out double in the fourth and Peniel 
Baptist Academy played error-free ball 
on its way to a 9-1 romp at Deltona 
Trinity Christian.

It was a 1-1 game before Sullivan’s big 
hit. The Warriors followed it up with 
three runs in the fifth inning and four 
in the sixth.

“This was probably our best all-
around game,” said Peniel coach Terry 
Goodwin, whose tam is 9-7 overall and 
4-6 in District 3-2A. “We played real 
solid defense. Sullivan was a big part of 
that at first base. He saved us three 
errors, if not four.”

Austin Spedden went 3-3, scored 
two runs and had an RBI for Peniel. 
Kenyon Dodge was 2-4. Sullivan, Lane 
Williams and Daunte Morgan were all 
1-3. Morgan and Williams each had 
two RBI.

D o d g e  ( 3 - 3 )  t o o k  ov e r  f o r 
Spedden in the third inning and 
pitched five scoreless innings, scat-

tering four singles.
n Palatka fell to 8-12 with its fifth 

straight loss, 11-1 to Fleming Island in 
the first round of the St. Johns River 
Athletic Conference tournament at 
Nease High School.

The Panthers were in a 9-0 hole 
before getting on the board in the bot-
tom of the sixth. They were held to 
three hits, singles by Logan Harper, Tre 
Keen and Tristan Glover.

The first of five Palatka pitchers, Clay 
Sipprell (1-3) took the loss.

The Panthers are back at Nease 
Wednesday to play Middleburg at 4 
p.m.

Interlachen takes out frustrations in 18-3 rout of Hawthorne

One They Needed
Vikings start fast, withstand ninth-inning rally to beat first-place Santa Fe

BY ANDY HALL
Palatka Daily News

ahall@palatkadailynews.com

T
he St. Johns River State College baseball team 
reached the end of its rope in the Mid-Florida 
Conference Saturday, then tied a knot and hung 
on Monday at Tindall Field – barely.

The Vikings withstood a five-run, ninth-in-
ning rally to beat first-place Santa Fe, 7-6, keeping 
alive slim hopes of catching the Saints while staying a 
game behind Central Florida in the battle for second 

and a first-game bye in the MFC tournament.
Nick Romano homered twice and Darin Kilfoyl 

struck out 10 in six innings as St, Johns improved to 
31-13 overall, 15-6 in the conference. The Vikings 
took the season series from the Saints, 3-1; Santa Fe 
(35-7, 16-3) has not lost to anyone else in the MFC. 
Central Florida (28-12-1, 16-5) ripped Florida State 
College-Jacksonville Monday, 13-3.

“We survived. It was a game we had to win,” said 
SJR State coach Ross Jones.

St. Johns
softball
season up
Swept by Daytona State and 
Seminole, goes 5-19 in conference

Palatka Daily News
The end result wasn’t what St. Johns 

River State College softball coach Jill 
Semento had in mind.

After a promising 22-7 start, the 
Vikings stumbled to a 5-19 record in 
the Mid-Florida Conference and lost 
all four games to end their season this 
weekend.

The Vikings lost a pair at home 
against Daytona State on Saturday, 
falling 5-1 in the first game, then going 
from within two outs of a mercy-rule 
win a 10-8 loss in the nightcap. In 
Sunday’s finale at Seminole State, the 
Vikings lost 4-0 in the opener, then got 
mercy-ruled, 10-2.

“I’m just happy it’s over,” said 
Semento, a tone of disappointment in 
her voice when reflecting on the end of 
the season that saw the Vikings lose six 
of their last seven. 

The one win against Florida State 
College-Jacksonville assured the 
Vikings an over-.500 season at 27-26, 
tying for third best in program history 
with her 27-30 team last year. Only 
Semento’s first team in 2016, which 
went 28-25, and the 33-22 2015 team 
of previous coach Katie Brosky have 
had better records.

“Everything started to turn after 
coming off that 22-7 start,” said 
Semento, who warned that even after 
the best start in program history the 
conference could be rough. “We sim-
ply didn’t do what we needed to do. I 
really wished we had done better, but 
we made mistakes in our conference 
games we didn’t make in the games 
leading up to them. But it wasn’t from 
a lack of effort. They were trying. At 
the end, they weren’t happy to see it 
end the way it ended.”

Alicia Tomberlin got the Falcons 
(25-23 overall, 11-13 in conference) to 
a 3-0 lead in the first inning with a 
two-run home run off of losing pitcher 
Madison Roeshink (6-7). Winning 
pitcher Tina Velazquez went the dis-
tance on a five-hitter, walking five and 
striking out seven. The lone highlight 
for the Vikings in the opener was the 
first college home run for sophomore 
Taylor Nilsson, accounting for the 
only run. She was 2-for-3, while Selena 
Nunez, Selena Bezares and Marissa 
Huggins had one hit each.See BASEBALL, Page 10A

See SOFTBALL, Page 10A

See MARATHON, Page 9A

See BLUMENTHAL, Page 9A
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A More Convenient
Way To Pay Your

Subscription To The

Do you ask:
Have I paid my 

subscription to the 

PDN?

When is my
subscription

due!

Convert to an E-Z Pay 
Subscription & receive 

a $10 Gift Card!*
Convert your subscription to 
a new E-Z Pay subscription 
and save. E-Z Pay subscribers 
bene� t from never having 
to worry about “when and 
how much did I pay for my 
subscription?” As an E-Z Pay 
subscriber, once a month 
the PDN will debit your credit card or checking 
account for $7.00. It takes all the worry out of 
billing your subscription.

Come by the Palatka Daily News 
today & convert your account to 

an E-Z* account.
1825 St. Johns Avenue, Palatka, FL • 386-312-5200

*E-Z Pay accounts must use a debit or credit card to convert to E-Z Pay.
Must be a NEW E-Z pay subscriber or current PIA subscriber converting to E-Z Pay. 
New subscriber is any address that has not had a subscription in the past 60 days.

Peniel goes distance to win FCAL Southern Division softball title
Palatka Daily News

For one of those rare times, the Peniel 
Baptist Academy softball team played a 
seven-inning game.

All went fine in the end for the 
Warriors as they outlasted tournament 
host Gainesville Countryside Christian, 
9-5, in the Florida Christian Athletic 
League Southern Division champion-
ship on Monday.

In a game that saw the Warriors (16-3) 
collect four hits, it was Summer 
Langston’s RBI single in the first inning 
that got the Warriors going in a two-run 
frame. Though Countryside fought back 
with four runs in the sixth inning to cut 
the lead to 6-5, the Warriors answered 
back with three runs in the bottom of the 

sixth to put the game away.
Kristen Flateau, Maddie Harrell and 

Alexis Wallace also had hits for the 
Warriors. Winning pitcher Paige Bryan, 
fully recovered from the ear infection 
that sidelined her against Interlachen in 
an 18-0 loss on April 6, was on her game, 
walking four and striking out 12. She 
improved to 16-2.

“I thought Paige looked great in locat-
ing her pitches,” said Warriors coach Jeff 
Hutchins, whose team will face 
Jacksonville Parsons Christian in the 
overall FCAL semifinals at Countryside 
Christian. “Overall, it was a good game. 
We made some baserunning mistakes, 
but defensively, we made some plays and 
we hit the ball. They had a big (sixth) 

inning that got them back in it, but we 
responded with three runs and shut 
them down in the seventh.”

The Warriors opened up in the tour-
nament on Saturday at Countryside with 
a 15-0 pasting of Ocala Meadowbrook 
Academy as Lilly Harrell and Alyssa 
Wallace delivered two-run singles in a 
12-run third inning that ended the game 
in three innings. The Warriors took 
advantage of 14 walks and four hit bats-
men to advance. Lexi White added a hit 
and Bryan allowed two hits, walking one 
and striking out six.
n Kortney Masters’ first-inning grand 

slam from February at long last held up 
and visiting Interlachen finally finished a 
9-2 victory over Bronson that had been 

delayed for almost two months by rain.
When the teams first met on Feb. 26, 

Masters spearheaded a five-run first 
inning with her shot to center field. She 
ultimate added to her RBI total on 
Monday night with a double that 
knocked in Amanda Quinby in the sixth 
inning.

Masters finished 3-for-4 with two 
runs scored and five RBI, while 
Quinby was 3-for-4 with three runs. 
Chaise champion, Alyssa Livingstone, 
Angie Mathews, Kelsey Sandstrom 
and Jada Green all had one hit each to 
back the pitching of Haile Gutierrez 
(12-7), who walked two and struck 
out four.

The Rams (12-7), winners of five 

straight, head to Williston for a show-
down tonight.
n Morgan Johnston broke a 1-1 tie in 

the fourth inning with a two-run home 
run and Charlie Rolin added a grand 
slam in a six-run sixth inning to lead 
Ocala Vanguard to an 11-1 win over 
Palatka in the Panthers’ final home game 
of the year.

Rolin was a triple shy of the cycle, fin-
ishing 3-for-4 with two runs scored and 
four RBI.

Palatka (5-14) got a double from los-
ing hurler Aubrey Brown and a single 
from Kendell Moody. The only run 
came home in the second when Shayla 
Echols scored on a Carlie Drew 
groundout.

The second game saw the 
Vikings fly out to an 8-0 lead and 
heading to the fifth, they needed 
three outs to record the mer-
cy-rule win and attain a split. But 
things fell apart as the Falcons 
got three runs to keep the game 
going, then Riley Gore delivered 
a grand slam, the sixth given up 
by the Vikings n the last two 
weeks.

Karlee Beard finished out the 
come-from-behind win when 
she delivered a three-run double 
to the right-center field gap to 

give the Falcons the lead for 
good.

In that loss, Huggins was 
2-for-5 with two runs, Bezares 
finished 2-for-4 with two runs 
and two RBI, Brittany Lewis was 
2-for-4 with an RBI and Alyssa 
Rosenbaum ended up 2-for-3. 
Reganne McCarl, Nunez and 
Nilsson added a hit.

On Sunday, starter Kyra 
Gipson went the first six innings, 
walking one batter and striking 
out one, and Gabrielle LoPresti 
combined on a three-hit shutout, 
aided by a pair of home runs by 
catcher Chelsea Peace, a two-run 
shot in the first and a solo shot in 
the third, her 21st and 22nd 
home runs of the season. The 
only hits were by McCarl, Kelsea 

Friend and Nilsson.
In the nightcap, Tatiana 

Rodriguez scattered four hits, 
walked two and struck out two 
as Seminole played flawless 
defense for the second straight 
game. Meghan Sexton started 
the second game with a solo 
home run off of losing pitcher 
Lacy McClellan (4-6) as the 
Vikings fell behind 5-0 in the 
opening frame. Peace added her 
third home run of the twinbill in 
the second inning, a two-run 
shot and 23rd homer, to push 
Seminole (47-10, 19-5) ahead 
7-1.

McCarl finished 2-for-3 with 
an RBI. Nilsson and Karsyn 
Barnes had one hit each for the 
Vikings.

His team was coming off a 
12-4 loss Saturday at Lake-
Sumter and facing the prospect of 
having to beat Santa Fe ace Matt 
McKinley, who came in 6-0. The 
Vikings got to him early, scoring 
four runs in the first two innings, 
and drove him from the mound 
with Romano’s second home run 
of the day, a solo shot on the heels 
of Kerry Carpenter’s two-run 
homer in the seventh.

That made it 7-1 and all 
appeared well for after Cameron 
Sereda, relieving Kilfoyl, pitched 
two scoreless innings.

Jones knew better.
“Santa Fe is amazing. They’ve 

got six come-from-behind wins 
in the conference,” he said. “They 
hit some good pitches in the 
ninth.”

That they did, getting a leadoff 

double and a three-run homer in 
an uprising that wasn’t done until 
a fly ball settled in the glove of left 
fielder Ray Gonzalez for the final 
out.

“The park was playing small 
today – the wind blowing out,” 
Jones said. “If you’d told me there 
were going to be 13 runs scored 
in the game, I’d have said, ‘Which 
team?’”

The win went to Kilfoyl (4-3), 
who struck out 10, walked two 
and allowed one run on six hits. 
Matt Marini and Jagger McCoy 
both worked the ninth, following 
Sereda.

Romano was 3-4 with three 
RBI in an 11-hit offense. His first 
home run gave St. Johns a 2-0 
lead in the first. He also homered 
Saturday at Lake-Sumter and has 
nine for the season despite miss-
ing 12 games with an injury.

Carpenter, Riley Wash and 
Pabl o  C e d e no  we re  2 - 4 , 
Carpenter with a home run and 
Cedeno with a double. Gonzalez 

and Joe Gunn both singled.
“I was proud of the way we 

played against McKinley. He’s 
probably going to be the state’s 
pitcher of the year,” Jones said.

The Vikings collected 11 hits 
Saturday, but imploded on the 
mound against a Lake-Sumter 
team battling for the fourth-place 
berth in the MFC tournament. 
The LakeHawks scored six runs 
in the sixth inning and the game 
ended when their lead reached 
12-4 in the seventh.

“We stunk it up on the mound 
from the fourth inning on,” Jones 
said. “It’s a one-run game in the 
fifth inning and the bullpen didn’t 
do its job.”

Gonzalez went 3-4 with a dou-
ble. Romano and Carpenter were 
both 2-4. Gunn, Cedeno, Wash 
and Justin Farmer had one hit 
apiece.

Starter Elijah Gill (7-2) was 
tagged with the loss.

The Vikings go to Daytona 
State on Wednesday.

JOHN STUDWELL / Special to the Daily News
Paul Posluszny chases the Texans’ DeAndre Hoppkins in a 2015 game.

Posluszny retirement official
Said he’d rather stop a year 
early than a play late

BY MARK LONG
Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE — Sitting in 
the front row with his wife and 
t w o  y o u n g  d a u g h t e r s , 
Jacksonville Jaguars linebacker 
Paul Posluszny got blind-sided 
like never before in his NFL 
career.

A guy known for his meticu-
lous preparation wasn’t ready for 
teammate Telvin Smith’s heart-
warming speech.

So Posluszny started to cry as 
soon as Smith paused to collect 
himself. A few minutes later, 
both of them had tears rolling 
down their cheeks.

It was an emotional farewell 

— for them and just about every-
one else in the room.

Posluszny formally and reluc-
tantly retired Monday after 11 
seasons in the league, including 
the last seven in Jacksonville. He 
finished his career with 1,381 
tackles, 41 pass breakups, 16 
sacks, 15 interceptions and eight 
forced fumbles.

He explained his decision in 
detail during a ceremony inside 
EverBank Field, saying he started 
contemplating walking away late 
last season.

“I don’t want to do this,” said 
Posluszny, who enjoyed one win-
ning season during his time in 
Buffalo and Jacksonville.

“I don’t want to retire right 
now. I want to keep playing. But 
what was more important for me 
was I didn’t want to go back on 
the field and be a step too slow or 
miss a play. If I’m out on the field 

with Telvin and Myles (Jack) and 
they expect me to do something 
and I miss that play because I 
held on a year too long, I don’t 
know how I look at them.

“That was unacceptable to me. 
… I know that’s right around the 
corner, and once it hits, it hits. 
You don’t stop it. Avoiding that 
was the most important thing.

“It’s my time. I love the game 
too much and I respect it too 
much to not be able to physically 
do everything that I’ve done in 
years past. And if that’s a year too 
early, maybe I’m going to regret 
it. But I’d rather be a year too 
early than one play too late.”

The Jaguars played highlights 
o f  P o s l u s z n y ’s  t i m e  i n 
Jacksonville during the celebra-
tion. It included interceptions 
against Peyton Manning, Russell 
Wilson, Andrew Luck and Joe 
Flacco.

Corky Bell’s Evening 
Bass Tournament

When – April 19 and 26
Where – Palatka City 

Dock. 
The Scoop – Launch 

time 5:30 p.m. at Palatka 
City Dock. Weigh-in at 
Corky Bell’s Dock – 8:30 
p.m. Entry fee $40. $500 
guaranteed first place. 

Save Rodman Reservoir 
Bass Tournament 

When – Saturday, April 
21

Where – Kenwood 
Landing

The Scoop – Entry fee 
$100, Safe light until 3 
p.m. 

15th NEFAR Charity 
Bass Tournament for 

Haven Hospice 
When – Saturday, April 

28. 
Where – Palatka 

Riverfront, St. Johns 
River

The Scoop – Launch 
safe light until 3 p.m. 
Entry fee $120 per boat. 
Guaranteed $7,500 first 
place prize. Guaranteed $ 
3,000 second place. 
Guaranteed $1,500 third 
place. Guaranteed $1,000 
for big fish. Guaranteed 
$500 second big fish.

OUTDOOR CALENDAR

GREG WALKER / Special to the Daily News
Winners Jason Caldwell, left, and Lee Stalvey.

Caldwell and Stalvey do it again
BY GREG WALKER
Daily News correspondent

Lee Stalvey of Orangedale 
a n d  J a s o n  C a l d w e l l  o f 
Jacksonville, won the Messer’s 
B a i t  a n d  Ta c k l e  B a s s 
Tournament (MBT) with a 
whopping weight of 38.86 
pounds, a five-fish creel rarely 
seen at a Palatka Riverfront 
weigh-in. In that total was the 
big bass of the day weighing 
8.06 pounds. The team earned 
$750 for the win and $150 for 
the big bass. 

Second place weight trailed 
by over 16 pounds, as the 
champions claimed there 16th 
tournament win in an uncanny 
journey beginning back last 
January in waters surrounding 

northeast counties.
As a method they continue 

to use, the two anglers cruised 
eelgrass beds in regions around 
Astor in Volusia County to find 
bedding bass. 

“We tossed black/blue-col-
ored plastic crawdads most of 
the day,” said Stalvey. 

“We culled fish all day,” said 
Caldwell. “Just before we start-
ed for the weigh-in I caught 
another seven-pounder. It was 
just an outstanding day.” 

Frank Streeter of San Mateo 
and Donnie Hewitt were the 
runners-up with a limit weigh-
ing 22.24 pounds taking home 
$500. Streeter said they fished 
river spots south of the launch 
site.

Baseball
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8A


