and working the worm over grass was the method that worked best for us,” he said.
The 401 boats launched from City Dock at
safe light Saturday in hopes of boating the winning fish. Some reported going as far south as
Astor in Volusia County, and as far North as
Shands Bridge in Clay County.
Kris Pearson of Mayo and Chris Lee of
Branford took second with 26.17 pounds to take
home $4,000. Their anchor fish weighed 6.84.
Pearson said they spent the day in Lake George
fishing a variety of baits.
“We pulled out everything in the tackle box,”
he said. “Our big fish came on a white-skirted
spinner bait.”
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The big bass of the tournament paid $5,000
and the battle at the scales went on for most of
they day with over 40 bass being recorded from
five to eight pounds, but it was Tim Mann and
Troy Ray of Jacksonville who put an end to the
contest with a 9.27-pound largemouth, and a
third-place total of 24.16 pounds to earn anoth-

TUESDAY, MAY 22, 2018

er $3,000.
“I caught the big fish on a top water bait in
Lake George about 10 a.m.” said Mann. “We
culled through a lot fish for our limit. After 1
p.m. we didn’t have another bite.”

See WOLFSON, Page 9A

PAGE 8A

Wolfson Hospital Bass Tournament

All-state, academic All-American honors for two Vikings
BY ANDY HALL
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They were leaders in every sense,
statistically and academically.
The state noticed Kerry Carpenter
and Joey Bellini this spring. So did the
country.
The St. Johns River State College
baseball players have been voted to
the all-state teams and have earned
NJCAA academic All-American honors with 4.0 grade-point averages to
go with their achievements on the
field.
Both players were sophomores in
2018.
Carpenter won the state batting title
at .433 this season and tied for second
with 14 home runs. The right fielder
from Eustis High School had 56 RBI,
19 doubles, a .758 slugging percentage

and a .511 on-base percentage on his
way to first-team honors. He played in
all 50 games for the Vikings, who went
32-18 and finished third in the MidFlorida Conference.
A second baseman who batted
leadoff the first two-thirds of the season, Bellini was a .377 hitter with
three home runs and 25 RBI, making
the all-state second team. He led SJR
State with 207 at-bats. Bellini had 78
hits, second on the squad only to
Carpenter, collecting eight doubles
and finishing with a .432 on-base percentage.
“The first thing that comes to mind
is what incredible young men they
were,” said St. Johns head coach and
athletic director Ross Jones. “It’s a phenomenal thing – our all-staters are
academic All-Americans. These are he
kind of people you’re looking for in
recruiting.”

The honors may not be over for
Carpenter.
“I would be shocked if Carp is not
an All-American,” Jones said.
Carpenter has signed with Virginia
Tech and while he is likely to be selected in next month’s Major League
Draft, Jones believes it would take a lot
to get him away from the Hokies.
“It’s the money thing,” he said.
“Academics are very important to him
and his family. He’s going to have to be
paid an awful lot of money to walk
away from an education at Virginia
Tech.”
Bellini has visited Western Kentucky
and Stetson. Having transferred to SJR
State between semesters, he is behind
Carpenter and other Viking sophomores in the transition to a four-year
school, according to Jones.
“He probably won’t make a decision
until mid-June,” the coach said.
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Photos by GREG WALKER / Special to the Daily News

Above: Anglers wait for their number to be called Saturday morning. Below: From left, tournament staffer Mike Bach, winning anglers David
McIntyre and Michael Johnson and tournament director Brian Seay.

Big Bass Bring in Big Bucks

White Springs, Live Oak fishermen team up for top prize; big fish trophy goes to Jacksonville combo
BY GREG WALKER
Daily News correspondent
avid McIntyre of White Springs and
Michael Johnson of Live Oak are the 2018

