Lease and his top-seeded Raiders were still seething
moments after losing the District 5-2A championship
to second-seeded Alachua Santa Fe, 1-0, Friday night at
Keystone Heights. At worst, the game should have continued, but a goal scored by Mario Ponga got taken off
the board in the 22nd minute of play when it was ruled
that Ponga made a dangerous bicycle kick in front of
Santa Fe goalie Graham Steen for the goal.
Ponga’s attempt was the third in a row on Steen after
the Santa Fe netminder made two stellar stops before
that in the same flurry, but could not get the ball out of
trouble.
“I was so excited because I saw the ball up there and
that was mine,” said Ponga, whose Raiders will travel to
The Villages for a 7 p.m. match Wednesday in the
opening round of the Region 2-2A tournament. “I just
www.palatkadailynews.com
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ie Jack Lewandowski (four saves) as he slipped just
slightly, allowing the ball to go past him and into the net
at the 58:55 mark.
But both Lease and Ponga believed the goal that got
taken off the board may have affected Crescent City
(15-7-3) the rest of the game.
“After that goal, we were just mad thinking about it
(not counting),” Ponga said.
It was the 20-minute time frame at the start of the
second half that told the story for Santa Fe (16-4-2).
Santa Fe dominated play on the Crescent City side of
the field and delivered eight shots within the first 15
minutes of the half. Interestingly, the 18th and final shot
Santa Fe took on the night was the Giambrone goal.
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Split-second county champs

quarterback in Jared Goff who was only
7 when Brady started his history-making run.
At 24 years and 112 days old, Goff
will be the fourth-youngest quarterback
to start a Super Bowl game — and the
first millennial. Brady is actually fifth on
that list, at 24 years, 184 days old.
The 17-year age gap is the largest
between starting quarterbacks in Super
Bowl history. And, if you want to feel
really old, make a pop culture reference
from about 20 years ago or so, and Goff
will shake his head and shrug his shoulders because he’ll probably have no clue
what you’re talking about.
PAGE 7A
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Crescent City’s Christian Lopez keeps the ball away from Santa Fe’s Bailey Daniel in the second half of
their game on Friday night at Keystone Heights.

ATLANTA — Tom Brady vividly
remembers the first time he experienced all the hype, hoopla and heightened expectations of playing in the
Super Bowl.
The New
England Patriots
SUNDAY
quarterback was
just a wide-eyed
Super Bowl:
yet supremely
Patriots
c on f i d e nt s e c vs.
Rams,
ond-year player
CBS, 6:30
who was on the
verge of jumpstarting what has
become one of the most dominant
dynasties in sports history.
That was 2002 — 17 years ago, which
counts as a few career lifetimes for most
NFL players. Brady is 41 now and insists
the years haven’t changed him much
from that first Super Sunday against the
then-St. Louis Rams.
“In many ways, I’m similar,” Brady
said this week while preparing for his

