
By John Marshall
AP Basketball Writer

SALT LAKE CITY – Gonzaga enters the NCAA 
Tournament following a loss for one of the rare 
times under coach Mark Few.

The dominant  team in  the  West  C oast 
Conference for two decades, the Zags lost to Saint 
Mary’s in the conference title game last week in 
Las Vegas.

The players have put it behind them.
Few hasn’t completely — and may never.
“I would say that is definitely not my strong 

suit,” Few said Wednesday. “As a flawed human 
being, that would be an area I can work on better.”

Gonzaga never was able to establish its up-tem-
po style in the title game and the Gaels rolled to a 
60-47 win to earn the conference’s automatic 
NCAA Tournament bid. The loss ended the Zags’ 

21-game winning streak and their six-year reign 
as WCC tournament champions, but didn’t dis-
suade the NCAA Tournament selection commit-

tee from giving them the No. 
1 seed in the West Region.

G onzaga  (30-3)  op ens 
tournament play Thursday in 
Salt Lake City against No. 16 
seed Fairleigh Dickinson (21-
13).

The Zags are expected to 
roll over the Knights, but will 
take nothing for granted, par-
ticularly after seeing No. 1 
Vi rg i n i a  l o s e  to  No.  1 6 
Maryland-Baltimore County 

a year ago at this stage. Gonzaga also is entering 
the NCAA Tournament after a loss for the first 
time since 2012.

“As a one seed, everyone is coming after you 
and they want to beat you,” Gonzaga guard Josh 
Perkins said. “They will come in here with noth-
ing to lose, play with reckless abandon. Being a 
one seed, we have to know that going in and mas-
ter intensity and control what we can control.”

The Knights twice trailed by 13 in their First 
Four game against Prairie View A&M before ral-
lying for an 82-76 victory and the program’s first 
NCAA Tournament win.

Fairleigh Dickinson coach Greg Herenda, who 
was ill with life-threatening blood clots less than a 
year ago, danced on the court following the victo-
ry, but quickly turned his attention to Gonzaga. 
The Knights arrived in Salt Lake City late Tuesday 
night and had their team meeting at 2 a.m. before 
practicing Wednesday afternoon.

SIDELINES

ANDY HALL 
Sports Editor  312-5239

AHall@Palatkadailynews.com

SPORTS
www.palatkadailynews.com THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2019 PAGE 6A

DOUG FERGUSON

Study shows 
disparity in PGA

Tour rankings
PONTE VEDRA BEACH

T
wo tournaments on different conti-
nents illustrate why PGA Tour 
players are increasingly skeptical 
about the world ranking.

Against a field as strong as some 
majors, Tommy Fleetwood shared the 
lead after 18 and 36 holes, played in 
the final group and was still in the 
mix at The Players Championship 
until a tee shot into the water on the 
17th hole. His three-way tie for fifth 
was worth 16.53 ranking points.

Earlier that day, Guido Migliozzi 
won his first European Tour title at 
the Kenya Open, which until this year 
was a Challenge Tour event. The 
strength of its field was slightly weak-
er than the Boonchu Ruangkit 
Championship on the Asian 
Development Tour in January.

Migliozzi received 24 ranking 
points, the minimum for the 
European Tour.

It’s like that just about every week 
somewhere in the world. It’s been like 
that for the better part of 20 years.

The Official World Golf Ranking 
tries to measure golfers from 20 tours 
around the world, from the PGA Tour 
to the Nordic Golf League. It’s an 
impossible task that the OWGR, 
which dates to 1986, has largely got-
ten right. Or at least close enough.

The question is whether that’s good 
enough.

“The world ranking has the first 35 
to 40 correct,” said Charles Howell III, 
who in February returned to the top 
50 in the world for the first time in 11 
years. “I’m not saying I should have 
been there, or that any other player 
should have been there. I’m saying 
that the world ranking is so darn 
important that No. 40 through 100 … 
you’ve got to get that right.

“If world events and majors have 
entry based on the world ranking, 
then it better be an accurate, good 
system.”

Augusta National is two weeks 
away from awarding a Masters invita-
tion to the top 50 in the world. In late 
May, the world ranking determines 
who gets in the U.S. Open (top 60) 
and British Open (top 50).

The PGA Tour has heard enough 
complaints from enough players and 
their managers that after meeting 
with the OWGR board last summer, it 
commissioned a study by a pair of 
mathematicians that revealed what 
many already suspected about the 
allocation of points around the world.

It’s not that PGA Tour events are 
not getting enough ranking points, 
but that other tours are getting too 
many.

According to two people in a meet-
ing last week at the TPC Sawgrass, the 
tour wants the OWGR board to con-
duct its own analysis to see if the 
results are similar. They spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of ano-
nymity because the PGA Tour has not 
commented publicly on the study.

The tour has a seat on the OWGR 
board, as do other tours.

Does it matter that winning the 
Kenya Open was equal to fourth place 
at The Players Championship? Not 
yet. Migliozzi moved up 377 spots to 
No. 199.

But it mattered to Justin Harding, a 
33-year-old South African who fin-
ished in a three-way tie for second at 
the Kenya Open and moved up four 
spots to No. 48 in the world, giving 
him a reasonable shot at getting into 
the Masters.

Harding has won five times over 
the last 10 months — twice in South 
Africa, twice in Asia, once on the 
European Tour in the Qatar Masters.

Points are determined by who is 
playing any given week. The No. 1 
player in the field is worth 45 points, 
with 37 points for No. 2 player, all the 
way down to two points for players 
from No. 81 to 100, and one point for 
everyone from No. 101 through 200. 
There is also is a “home tour” bonus.

The Players Championship had 882 
points. The Kenya Open had 17 
points. The field points for Harding’s 
five wins were 5, 7, 12, 5 and 61.

“It needs work. It needs a lot of 
work,” said Brooks Koepka, who 
speaks from the experience of having 
started on the Challenge Tour in 
2012, worked his way to the European 
Tour, then the PGA Tour and eventu-
ally reached No. 1 in the world last 
year.

The PGA Tour already has strength 
in numbers.

See FERGUSON, Page 7A

No. 1 Gonzaga moving on after loss; Florida, FSU set
NCAA BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT: WEST REGION

TODAY
FSU vs. 
Vermont,

2 p.m., TBS;
Florida vs.
Nevada,

6:50, TNT

Happy Hokies

GREG OYSTER / Special To The Daiuly News
Virginia Tech’s Nick Owens (8) and Kerry Carpenter pose for a picture before a recent game 
against Florida State when FSU coach Mike Martin won his 2,000th career game. Both Owens 
and Carpenter played junior college baseball at St. Johns River State College.

Submitted to the Daily News
Clay Sipprell and his family are all smiles after he signed to play football at 
Division III Huntingdon College in Alabama next year. Sharing the moment 
with him, from left, are his mother Leah, father Richard and sister Madison.

After only one
year, Sipprell
inks grid deal
Alabama school gets guard’s talents

By Mark BluMenthal
Palatka Daily News

Not bad for one season of foot-
ball.

The season was good enough to 
allow Clay Sipprell to play in col-
lege.

An All-County standout at left 
guard this past fall, the Palatka High 
School senior will be moving on to 
play college ball at Huntingdon 
College in Alabama, a Division III 
school.

“That’s the beauty of playing 
hard,” Palatka High football coach 
Willie Fells said. “In one year, he put 
it together and their coach (Mike 
Turk) told me he did a good job of 
getting the young man out there.”

The 6-foot-2, 280-pound Sipprell 
said he always wanted to play foot-
ball, but basball was his main love 
and focus.

“I guess I thought I might get 
hurt,” he said. “So I never played 
until my senior year. Then I figured 
‘Why not go out with a bang and 
play it.’ Man, I wish I had played 
before.”

A n d  S i p p r e l l  g o t  n o t i c e d , 
blocking for the county’s player of 
the year, Jay’Lyn Session, who ran 
for 1,589 yards and 17 touch-
downs. Sipprell racked up a team-
high 29 pancake blocks in his one 

Vikings fall
in 9th inning
vs. Santa Fe
Loss ends SJRSC 4-game win streak

Palatka Daily News

St. Johns River State College base-
ball coach Ross Jones is still trying to 
figure out which team he has on the 
field.

“I told the guys, ‘How do you play 
for a week the way you did, then stink 
it up (Wednesday),” Jones said. “We’ve 
got to figure out exactly who we are. 
This team can’t find its identity.”

After running off four straight wins 
last  week,  including a sweep of 
Daytona State College, that moved the 
Vikings back into the top five in the 
latest state Division I junior college 
poll, the Vikings took a step back in 
Gainesville, losing to Santa Fe College, 
6-5, in a Mid-Florida Conference 
matchup as the Saints (21-11 overall, 
2-5 in conference) scored twice in the 
bottom of the ninth inning to get the 
victory.The loss ended SJRSC’s four-
game winning streak.

The rally started on a controversial 
play. Cade Westbrook hit a ball off the 
bat that was called foul by the home 
plate umpire, according to Jones, but 
Westbrook ran it out without any 
Vikings players reacting. After confer-
ring with the other umpire, the ruling 
was  changed to  a  fair  ba l l  and 
Westbrook was allowed to have first 
base.

“I mean, our pitcher (losing reliever 
Connor Centala) was standing there 
on the mound because it was original-
ly called a foul,” Jones said. “Total 
blown call.”

One out later, Zach Hand singled to 
move Westbrook to second. Cale Jones 
then walked on four pitches to load the 
bases for Parker Biederer, who deliv-
ered a single to left field to bring in 
Westbrook to make it 5-all. That 
brought up Jarrod Cande, who hit a 
groundball  to shortstop Francis 
Villaman. The ball took a bad hop on 
Villaman and though he did all he 
could to put a glove on it, an error was 
called, allowing Hand to score the 
winning run.

“That’s a play (Villaman) has got to 
make,” Jones said. “Instead of coming 
after the ball, he let it play him.”

In the loss, Chase Malloy, who came 
in for an injured Ryan Romano, was 
3-for-4 with two RBI, while Jorge 
Ramirez was 3-for-5. Langston Provitt 
went 2-for-3 with two stolen bases and 
two runs scored, and Vil laman, 
Michael Rosario, Romano and Nick 
Romano all had one hit each.

The Vikings (20-10, 5-4) did not 
help their cause with three errors and 
leaving 13 runners on base, including 
nine in scoring position.

“These guys think they’re playing 
good ball and when a loss like this 
takes place, someone points out that 
Central Florida (the current No. 1 
team in the state poll) lost, too,” Jones 
said.  “Who cares what (Central 
Florida) does? It’s about what you do. 
What about what you do? That’s got to 
be the focus.”

Jones said he will throw left-hander 
Elijah Gill in Friday’s home game with 
Santa Fe, the second of a three-game 
set with the Saints.

and only season.
Not bad for a debut.
“He does have an amazing work 

ethic,” Fells said. “He really excelled 
in his one year, making first-team 
All-District (in 5-5A) and honorable 
mention on (5A) all-state. If he had 
another year of football, he could 
have gotten offers from bigger 
schools.”

Fells said it normally takes a year 
for a player to understand an offen-
sive line position, which makes what 
Sipprell do even more amazing, he 
said.

“It wasn’t that hard for me to pick 
things up,” Sipprell said. “The big 
reason was that baseball had me pre-
pared for footwork as well as the ath-
leticism. The biggest struggle was 
probably learning the plays and the 
hand movements. But I learned what 
I needed to do.”

Sipprell said once he got up there 
to check out the school, he fell in love 
with the surroundings. Huntingdon 
is near Montgomery, Ala.

“They have a really good physical 
therapy program, one of the best in 
the state,” Sipprell said about his 
major at the college. “The school felt 
a lot like home. The environment is 
nice and it feels good. I don’t think 
I’m going to have a  problem with 
(the school).”

For now, Sipprell is playing base-
ball for the Panthers. Now in his 
third year, Sipprell is playing third 
base and pitcher for coach Alan 
Rick’s PHS club.

“The main thing is he’s going to 
have a quality education,” said Fells, 
who said Sipprell will get money 
both athletically and academically to 
play at the college. “And someone is 
going to help pay for it.”

See NCAA, Page 7A
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lead after 18 and 36 holes, played in 
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mix at The Players Championship 
until a tee shot into the water on the 
17th hole. His three-way tie for fifth 
was worth 16.53 ranking points.
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won his first European Tour title at 
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After only one
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Alabama school gets guard’s talents

By Mark BluMenthal
Palatka Daily News

Not bad for one season of foot-
ball.

The season was good enough to 
allow Clay Sipprell to play in col-
lege.

An All-County standout at left 
guard this past fall, the Palatka High 
School senior will be moving on to 
play college ball at Huntingdon 
College in Alabama, a Division III 
school.

“That’s the beauty of playing 
hard,” Palatka High football coach 
Willie Fells said. “In one year, he put 
it together and their coach (Mike 
Turk) told me he did a good job of 
getting the young man out there.”

The 6-foot-2, 280-pound Sipprell 
said he always wanted to play foot-
ball, but basball was his main love 
and focus.

“I guess I thought I might get 
hurt,” he said. “So I never played 
until my senior year. Then I figured 
‘Why not go out with a bang and 
play it.’ Man, I wish I had played 
before.”

A n d  S i p p r e l l  g o t  n o t i c e d , 
blocking for the county’s player of 
the year, Jay’Lyn Session, who ran 
for 1,589 yards and 17 touch-
downs. Sipprell racked up a team-
high 29 pancake blocks in his one 
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Loss ends SJRSC 4-game win streak
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St. Johns River State College base-
ball coach Ross Jones is still trying to 
figure out which team he has on the 
field.

“I told the guys, ‘How do you play 
for a week the way you did, then stink 
it up (Wednesday),” Jones said. “We’ve 
got to figure out exactly who we are. 
This team can’t find its identity.”

After running off four straight wins 
last  week,  including a sweep of 
Daytona State College, that moved the 
Vikings back into the top five in the 
latest state Division I junior college 
poll, the Vikings took a step back in 
Gainesville, losing to Santa Fe College, 
6-5, in a Mid-Florida Conference 
matchup as the Saints (21-11 overall, 
2-5 in conference) scored twice in the 
bottom of the ninth inning to get the 
victory.The loss ended SJRSC’s four-
game winning streak.

The rally started on a controversial 
play. Cade Westbrook hit a ball off the 
bat that was called foul by the home 
plate umpire, according to Jones, but 
Westbrook ran it out without any 
Vikings players reacting. After confer-
ring with the other umpire, the ruling 
was  changed to  a  fair  ba l l  and 
Westbrook was allowed to have first 
base.

“I mean, our pitcher (losing reliever 
Connor Centala) was standing there 
on the mound because it was original-
ly called a foul,” Jones said. “Total 
blown call.”

One out later, Zach Hand singled to 
move Westbrook to second. Cale Jones 
then walked on four pitches to load the 
bases for Parker Biederer, who deliv-
ered a single to left field to bring in 
Westbrook to make it 5-all. That 
brought up Jarrod Cande, who hit a 
groundball  to shortstop Francis 
Villaman. The ball took a bad hop on 
Villaman and though he did all he 
could to put a glove on it, an error was 
called, allowing Hand to score the 
winning run.

“That’s a play (Villaman) has got to 
make,” Jones said. “Instead of coming 
after the ball, he let it play him.”

In the loss, Chase Malloy, who came 
in for an injured Ryan Romano, was 
3-for-4 with two RBI, while Jorge 
Ramirez was 3-for-5. Langston Provitt 
went 2-for-3 with two stolen bases and 
two runs scored, and Vil laman, 
Michael Rosario, Romano and Nick 
Romano all had one hit each.

The Vikings (20-10, 5-4) did not 
help their cause with three errors and 
leaving 13 runners on base, including 
nine in scoring position.

“These guys think they’re playing 
good ball and when a loss like this 
takes place, someone points out that 
Central Florida (the current No. 1 
team in the state poll) lost, too,” Jones 
said.  “Who cares what (Central 
Florida) does? It’s about what you do. 
What about what you do? That’s got to 
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Elijah Gill in Friday’s home game with 
Santa Fe, the second of a three-game 
set with the Saints.
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to check out the school, he fell in love 
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I’m going to have a  problem with 
(the school).”
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play at the college. “And someone is 
going to help pay for it.”

See NCAA, Page 7A

By John Marshall
AP Basketball Writer

SALT LAKE CITY – Gonzaga enters the NCAA 
Tournament following a loss for one of the rare 
times under coach Mark Few.

The dominant  team in  the  West  C oast 
Conference for two decades, the Zags lost to Saint 
Mary’s in the conference title game last week in 
Las Vegas.

The players have put it behind them.
Few hasn’t completely — and may never.
“I would say that is definitely not my strong 

suit,” Few said Wednesday. “As a flawed human 
being, that would be an area I can work on better.”

Gonzaga never was able to establish its up-tem-
po style in the title game and the Gaels rolled to a 
60-47 win to earn the conference’s automatic 
NCAA Tournament bid. The loss ended the Zags’ 

21-game winning streak and their six-year reign 
as WCC tournament champions, but didn’t dis-
suade the NCAA Tournament selection commit-

tee from giving them the No. 
1 seed in the West Region.

G onzaga  (30-3)  op ens 
tournament play Thursday in 
Salt Lake City against No. 16 
seed Fairleigh Dickinson (21-
13).

The Zags are expected to 
roll over the Knights, but will 
take nothing for granted, par-
ticularly after seeing No. 1 
Vi rg i n i a  l o s e  to  No.  1 6 
Maryland-Baltimore County 

a year ago at this stage. Gonzaga also is entering 
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NCAA Tournament win.

Fairleigh Dickinson coach Greg Herenda, who 
was ill with life-threatening blood clots less than a 
year ago, danced on the court following the victo-
ry, but quickly turned his attention to Gonzaga. 
The Knights arrived in Salt Lake City late Tuesday 
night and had their team meeting at 2 a.m. before 
practicing Wednesday afternoon.

SIDELINES

ANDY HALL 
Sports Editor  312-5239

AHall@Palatkadailynews.com
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DOUG FERGUSON

Study shows 
disparity in PGA

Tour rankings
PONTE VEDRA BEACH

T
wo tournaments on different conti-
nents illustrate why PGA Tour 
players are increasingly skeptical 
about the world ranking.

Against a field as strong as some 
majors, Tommy Fleetwood shared the 
lead after 18 and 36 holes, played in 
the final group and was still in the 
mix at The Players Championship 
until a tee shot into the water on the 
17th hole. His three-way tie for fifth 
was worth 16.53 ranking points.

Earlier that day, Guido Migliozzi 
won his first European Tour title at 
the Kenya Open, which until this year 
was a Challenge Tour event. The 
strength of its field was slightly weak-
er than the Boonchu Ruangkit 
Championship on the Asian 
Development Tour in January.

Migliozzi received 24 ranking 
points, the minimum for the 
European Tour.

It’s like that just about every week 
somewhere in the world. It’s been like 
that for the better part of 20 years.

The Official World Golf Ranking 
tries to measure golfers from 20 tours 
around the world, from the PGA Tour 
to the Nordic Golf League. It’s an 
impossible task that the OWGR, 
which dates to 1986, has largely got-
ten right. Or at least close enough.

The question is whether that’s good 
enough.

“The world ranking has the first 35 
to 40 correct,” said Charles Howell III, 
who in February returned to the top 
50 in the world for the first time in 11 
years. “I’m not saying I should have 
been there, or that any other player 
should have been there. I’m saying 
that the world ranking is so darn 
important that No. 40 through 100 … 
you’ve got to get that right.

“If world events and majors have 
entry based on the world ranking, 
then it better be an accurate, good 
system.”

Augusta National is two weeks 
away from awarding a Masters invita-
tion to the top 50 in the world. In late 
May, the world ranking determines 
who gets in the U.S. Open (top 60) 
and British Open (top 50).

The PGA Tour has heard enough 
complaints from enough players and 
their managers that after meeting 
with the OWGR board last summer, it 
commissioned a study by a pair of 
mathematicians that revealed what 
many already suspected about the 
allocation of points around the world.

It’s not that PGA Tour events are 
not getting enough ranking points, 
but that other tours are getting too 
many.

According to two people in a meet-
ing last week at the TPC Sawgrass, the 
tour wants the OWGR board to con-
duct its own analysis to see if the 
results are similar. They spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of ano-
nymity because the PGA Tour has not 
commented publicly on the study.

The tour has a seat on the OWGR 
board, as do other tours.

Does it matter that winning the 
Kenya Open was equal to fourth place 
at The Players Championship? Not 
yet. Migliozzi moved up 377 spots to 
No. 199.

But it mattered to Justin Harding, a 
33-year-old South African who fin-
ished in a three-way tie for second at 
the Kenya Open and moved up four 
spots to No. 48 in the world, giving 
him a reasonable shot at getting into 
the Masters.

Harding has won five times over 
the last 10 months — twice in South 
Africa, twice in Asia, once on the 
European Tour in the Qatar Masters.

Points are determined by who is 
playing any given week. The No. 1 
player in the field is worth 45 points, 
with 37 points for No. 2 player, all the 
way down to two points for players 
from No. 81 to 100, and one point for 
everyone from No. 101 through 200. 
There is also is a “home tour” bonus.

The Players Championship had 882 
points. The Kenya Open had 17 
points. The field points for Harding’s 
five wins were 5, 7, 12, 5 and 61.

“It needs work. It needs a lot of 
work,” said Brooks Koepka, who 
speaks from the experience of having 
started on the Challenge Tour in 
2012, worked his way to the European 
Tour, then the PGA Tour and eventu-
ally reached No. 1 in the world last 
year.

The PGA Tour already has strength 
in numbers.

See FERGUSON, Page 7A

No. 1 Gonzaga moving on after loss; Florida, FSU set
NCAA BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT: WEST REGION

TODAY
FSU vs. 
Vermont,

2 p.m., TBS;
Florida vs.
Nevada,

6:50, TNT

Happy Hokies

GREG OYSTER / Special To The Daiuly News
Virginia Tech’s Nick Owens (8) and Kerry Carpenter pose for a picture before a recent game 
against Florida State when FSU coach Mike Martin won his 2,000th career game. Both Owens 
and Carpenter played junior college baseball at St. Johns River State College.

Submitted to the Daily News
Clay Sipprell and his family are all smiles after he signed to play football at 
Division III Huntingdon College in Alabama next year. Sharing the moment 
with him, from left, are his mother Leah, father Richard and sister Madison.

After only one
year, Sipprell
inks grid deal
Alabama school gets guard’s talents

By Mark BluMenthal
Palatka Daily News

Not bad for one season of foot-
ball.

The season was good enough to 
allow Clay Sipprell to play in col-
lege.

An All-County standout at left 
guard this past fall, the Palatka High 
School senior will be moving on to 
play college ball at Huntingdon 
College in Alabama, a Division III 
school.

“That’s the beauty of playing 
hard,” Palatka High football coach 
Willie Fells said. “In one year, he put 
it together and their coach (Mike 
Turk) told me he did a good job of 
getting the young man out there.”

The 6-foot-2, 280-pound Sipprell 
said he always wanted to play foot-
ball, but basball was his main love 
and focus.

“I guess I thought I might get 
hurt,” he said. “So I never played 
until my senior year. Then I figured 
‘Why not go out with a bang and 
play it.’ Man, I wish I had played 
before.”

A n d  S i p p r e l l  g o t  n o t i c e d , 
blocking for the county’s player of 
the year, Jay’Lyn Session, who ran 
for 1,589 yards and 17 touch-
downs. Sipprell racked up a team-
high 29 pancake blocks in his one 

Vikings fall
in 9th inning
vs. Santa Fe
Loss ends SJRSC 4-game win streak

Palatka Daily News

St. Johns River State College base-
ball coach Ross Jones is still trying to 
figure out which team he has on the 
field.

“I told the guys, ‘How do you play 
for a week the way you did, then stink 
it up (Wednesday),” Jones said. “We’ve 
got to figure out exactly who we are. 
This team can’t find its identity.”

After running off four straight wins 
last  week,  including a sweep of 
Daytona State College, that moved the 
Vikings back into the top five in the 
latest state Division I junior college 
poll, the Vikings took a step back in 
Gainesville, losing to Santa Fe College, 
6-5, in a Mid-Florida Conference 
matchup as the Saints (21-11 overall, 
2-5 in conference) scored twice in the 
bottom of the ninth inning to get the 
victory.The loss ended SJRSC’s four-
game winning streak.

The rally started on a controversial 
play. Cade Westbrook hit a ball off the 
bat that was called foul by the home 
plate umpire, according to Jones, but 
Westbrook ran it out without any 
Vikings players reacting. After confer-
ring with the other umpire, the ruling 
was  changed to  a  fair  ba l l  and 
Westbrook was allowed to have first 
base.

“I mean, our pitcher (losing reliever 
Connor Centala) was standing there 
on the mound because it was original-
ly called a foul,” Jones said. “Total 
blown call.”

One out later, Zach Hand singled to 
move Westbrook to second. Cale Jones 
then walked on four pitches to load the 
bases for Parker Biederer, who deliv-
ered a single to left field to bring in 
Westbrook to make it 5-all. That 
brought up Jarrod Cande, who hit a 
groundball  to shortstop Francis 
Villaman. The ball took a bad hop on 
Villaman and though he did all he 
could to put a glove on it, an error was 
called, allowing Hand to score the 
winning run.

“That’s a play (Villaman) has got to 
make,” Jones said. “Instead of coming 
after the ball, he let it play him.”

In the loss, Chase Malloy, who came 
in for an injured Ryan Romano, was 
3-for-4 with two RBI, while Jorge 
Ramirez was 3-for-5. Langston Provitt 
went 2-for-3 with two stolen bases and 
two runs scored, and Vil laman, 
Michael Rosario, Romano and Nick 
Romano all had one hit each.

The Vikings (20-10, 5-4) did not 
help their cause with three errors and 
leaving 13 runners on base, including 
nine in scoring position.

“These guys think they’re playing 
good ball and when a loss like this 
takes place, someone points out that 
Central Florida (the current No. 1 
team in the state poll) lost, too,” Jones 
said.  “Who cares what (Central 
Florida) does? It’s about what you do. 
What about what you do? That’s got to 
be the focus.”

Jones said he will throw left-hander 
Elijah Gill in Friday’s home game with 
Santa Fe, the second of a three-game 
set with the Saints.

and only season.
Not bad for a debut.
“He does have an amazing work 

ethic,” Fells said. “He really excelled 
in his one year, making first-team 
All-District (in 5-5A) and honorable 
mention on (5A) all-state. If he had 
another year of football, he could 
have gotten offers from bigger 
schools.”

Fells said it normally takes a year 
for a player to understand an offen-
sive line position, which makes what 
Sipprell do even more amazing, he 
said.

“It wasn’t that hard for me to pick 
things up,” Sipprell said. “The big 
reason was that baseball had me pre-
pared for footwork as well as the ath-
leticism. The biggest struggle was 
probably learning the plays and the 
hand movements. But I learned what 
I needed to do.”

Sipprell said once he got up there 
to check out the school, he fell in love 
with the surroundings. Huntingdon 
is near Montgomery, Ala.

“They have a really good physical 
therapy program, one of the best in 
the state,” Sipprell said about his 
major at the college. “The school felt 
a lot like home. The environment is 
nice and it feels good. I don’t think 
I’m going to have a  problem with 
(the school).”

For now, Sipprell is playing base-
ball for the Panthers. Now in his 
third year, Sipprell is playing third 
base and pitcher for coach Alan 
Rick’s PHS club.

“The main thing is he’s going to 
have a quality education,” said Fells, 
who said Sipprell will get money 
both athletically and academically to 
play at the college. “And someone is 
going to help pay for it.”

See NCAA, Page 7A

By John Marshall
AP Basketball Writer

SALT LAKE CITY – Gonzaga enters the NCAA 
Tournament following a loss for one of the rare 
times under coach Mark Few.

The dominant  team in  the  West  C oast 
Conference for two decades, the Zags lost to Saint 
Mary’s in the conference title game last week in 
Las Vegas.

The players have put it behind them.
Few hasn’t completely — and may never.
“I would say that is definitely not my strong 

suit,” Few said Wednesday. “As a flawed human 
being, that would be an area I can work on better.”

Gonzaga never was able to establish its up-tem-
po style in the title game and the Gaels rolled to a 
60-47 win to earn the conference’s automatic 
NCAA Tournament bid. The loss ended the Zags’ 

21-game winning streak and their six-year reign 
as WCC tournament champions, but didn’t dis-
suade the NCAA Tournament selection commit-

tee from giving them the No. 
1 seed in the West Region.

G onzaga  (30-3)  op ens 
tournament play Thursday in 
Salt Lake City against No. 16 
seed Fairleigh Dickinson (21-
13).

The Zags are expected to 
roll over the Knights, but will 
take nothing for granted, par-
ticularly after seeing No. 1 
Vi rg i n i a  l o s e  to  No.  1 6 
Maryland-Baltimore County 

a year ago at this stage. Gonzaga also is entering 
the NCAA Tournament after a loss for the first 
time since 2012.

“As a one seed, everyone is coming after you 
and they want to beat you,” Gonzaga guard Josh 
Perkins said. “They will come in here with noth-
ing to lose, play with reckless abandon. Being a 
one seed, we have to know that going in and mas-
ter intensity and control what we can control.”

The Knights twice trailed by 13 in their First 
Four game against Prairie View A&M before ral-
lying for an 82-76 victory and the program’s first 
NCAA Tournament win.

Fairleigh Dickinson coach Greg Herenda, who 
was ill with life-threatening blood clots less than a 
year ago, danced on the court following the victo-
ry, but quickly turned his attention to Gonzaga. 
The Knights arrived in Salt Lake City late Tuesday 
night and had their team meeting at 2 a.m. before 
practicing Wednesday afternoon.

SIDELINES

ANDY HALL 
Sports Editor  312-5239

AHall@Palatkadailynews.com
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DOUG FERGUSON

Study shows 
disparity in PGA

Tour rankings
PONTE VEDRA BEACH

T
wo tournaments on different conti-
nents illustrate why PGA Tour 
players are increasingly skeptical 
about the world ranking.

Against a field as strong as some 
majors, Tommy Fleetwood shared the 
lead after 18 and 36 holes, played in 
the final group and was still in the 
mix at The Players Championship 
until a tee shot into the water on the 
17th hole. His three-way tie for fifth 
was worth 16.53 ranking points.

Earlier that day, Guido Migliozzi 
won his first European Tour title at 
the Kenya Open, which until this year 
was a Challenge Tour event. The 
strength of its field was slightly weak-
er than the Boonchu Ruangkit 
Championship on the Asian 
Development Tour in January.

Migliozzi received 24 ranking 
points, the minimum for the 
European Tour.

It’s like that just about every week 
somewhere in the world. It’s been like 
that for the better part of 20 years.

The Official World Golf Ranking 
tries to measure golfers from 20 tours 
around the world, from the PGA Tour 
to the Nordic Golf League. It’s an 
impossible task that the OWGR, 
which dates to 1986, has largely got-
ten right. Or at least close enough.

The question is whether that’s good 
enough.

“The world ranking has the first 35 
to 40 correct,” said Charles Howell III, 
who in February returned to the top 
50 in the world for the first time in 11 
years. “I’m not saying I should have 
been there, or that any other player 
should have been there. I’m saying 
that the world ranking is so darn 
important that No. 40 through 100 … 
you’ve got to get that right.

“If world events and majors have 
entry based on the world ranking, 
then it better be an accurate, good 
system.”

Augusta National is two weeks 
away from awarding a Masters invita-
tion to the top 50 in the world. In late 
May, the world ranking determines 
who gets in the U.S. Open (top 60) 
and British Open (top 50).

The PGA Tour has heard enough 
complaints from enough players and 
their managers that after meeting 
with the OWGR board last summer, it 
commissioned a study by a pair of 
mathematicians that revealed what 
many already suspected about the 
allocation of points around the world.

It’s not that PGA Tour events are 
not getting enough ranking points, 
but that other tours are getting too 
many.

According to two people in a meet-
ing last week at the TPC Sawgrass, the 
tour wants the OWGR board to con-
duct its own analysis to see if the 
results are similar. They spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of ano-
nymity because the PGA Tour has not 
commented publicly on the study.

The tour has a seat on the OWGR 
board, as do other tours.

Does it matter that winning the 
Kenya Open was equal to fourth place 
at The Players Championship? Not 
yet. Migliozzi moved up 377 spots to 
No. 199.

But it mattered to Justin Harding, a 
33-year-old South African who fin-
ished in a three-way tie for second at 
the Kenya Open and moved up four 
spots to No. 48 in the world, giving 
him a reasonable shot at getting into 
the Masters.

Harding has won five times over 
the last 10 months — twice in South 
Africa, twice in Asia, once on the 
European Tour in the Qatar Masters.

Points are determined by who is 
playing any given week. The No. 1 
player in the field is worth 45 points, 
with 37 points for No. 2 player, all the 
way down to two points for players 
from No. 81 to 100, and one point for 
everyone from No. 101 through 200. 
There is also is a “home tour” bonus.

The Players Championship had 882 
points. The Kenya Open had 17 
points. The field points for Harding’s 
five wins were 5, 7, 12, 5 and 61.

“It needs work. It needs a lot of 
work,” said Brooks Koepka, who 
speaks from the experience of having 
started on the Challenge Tour in 
2012, worked his way to the European 
Tour, then the PGA Tour and eventu-
ally reached No. 1 in the world last 
year.

The PGA Tour already has strength 
in numbers.

See FERGUSON, Page 7A

No. 1 Gonzaga moving on after loss; Florida, FSU set
NCAA BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT: WEST REGION

TODAY
FSU vs. 
Vermont,

2 p.m., TBS;
Florida vs.
Nevada,

6:50, TNT

Happy Hokies

GREG OYSTER / Special To The Daiuly News
Virginia Tech’s Nick Owens (8) and Kerry Carpenter pose for a picture before a recent game 
against Florida State when FSU coach Mike Martin won his 2,000th career game. Both Owens 
and Carpenter played junior college baseball at St. Johns River State College.

Submitted to the Daily News
Clay Sipprell and his family are all smiles after he signed to play football at 
Division III Huntingdon College in Alabama next year. Sharing the moment 
with him, from left, are his mother Leah, father Richard and sister Madison.

After only one
year, Sipprell
inks grid deal
Alabama school gets guard’s talents

By Mark BluMenthal
Palatka Daily News

Not bad for one season of foot-
ball.

The season was good enough to 
allow Clay Sipprell to play in col-
lege.

An All-County standout at left 
guard this past fall, the Palatka High 
School senior will be moving on to 
play college ball at Huntingdon 
College in Alabama, a Division III 
school.

“That’s the beauty of playing 
hard,” Palatka High football coach 
Willie Fells said. “In one year, he put 
it together and their coach (Mike 
Turk) told me he did a good job of 
getting the young man out there.”

The 6-foot-2, 280-pound Sipprell 
said he always wanted to play foot-
ball, but basball was his main love 
and focus.

“I guess I thought I might get 
hurt,” he said. “So I never played 
until my senior year. Then I figured 
‘Why not go out with a bang and 
play it.’ Man, I wish I had played 
before.”

A n d  S i p p r e l l  g o t  n o t i c e d , 
blocking for the county’s player of 
the year, Jay’Lyn Session, who ran 
for 1,589 yards and 17 touch-
downs. Sipprell racked up a team-
high 29 pancake blocks in his one 

Vikings fall
in 9th inning
vs. Santa Fe
Loss ends SJRSC 4-game win streak

Palatka Daily News

St. Johns River State College base-
ball coach Ross Jones is still trying to 
figure out which team he has on the 
field.

“I told the guys, ‘How do you play 
for a week the way you did, then stink 
it up (Wednesday),” Jones said. “We’ve 
got to figure out exactly who we are. 
This team can’t find its identity.”

After running off four straight wins 
last  week,  including a sweep of 
Daytona State College, that moved the 
Vikings back into the top five in the 
latest state Division I junior college 
poll, the Vikings took a step back in 
Gainesville, losing to Santa Fe College, 
6-5, in a Mid-Florida Conference 
matchup as the Saints (21-11 overall, 
2-5 in conference) scored twice in the 
bottom of the ninth inning to get the 
victory.The loss ended SJRSC’s four-
game winning streak.

The rally started on a controversial 
play. Cade Westbrook hit a ball off the 
bat that was called foul by the home 
plate umpire, according to Jones, but 
Westbrook ran it out without any 
Vikings players reacting. After confer-
ring with the other umpire, the ruling 
was  changed to  a  fair  ba l l  and 
Westbrook was allowed to have first 
base.

“I mean, our pitcher (losing reliever 
Connor Centala) was standing there 
on the mound because it was original-
ly called a foul,” Jones said. “Total 
blown call.”

One out later, Zach Hand singled to 
move Westbrook to second. Cale Jones 
then walked on four pitches to load the 
bases for Parker Biederer, who deliv-
ered a single to left field to bring in 
Westbrook to make it 5-all. That 
brought up Jarrod Cande, who hit a 
groundball  to shortstop Francis 
Villaman. The ball took a bad hop on 
Villaman and though he did all he 
could to put a glove on it, an error was 
called, allowing Hand to score the 
winning run.

“That’s a play (Villaman) has got to 
make,” Jones said. “Instead of coming 
after the ball, he let it play him.”

In the loss, Chase Malloy, who came 
in for an injured Ryan Romano, was 
3-for-4 with two RBI, while Jorge 
Ramirez was 3-for-5. Langston Provitt 
went 2-for-3 with two stolen bases and 
two runs scored, and Vil laman, 
Michael Rosario, Romano and Nick 
Romano all had one hit each.

The Vikings (20-10, 5-4) did not 
help their cause with three errors and 
leaving 13 runners on base, including 
nine in scoring position.

“These guys think they’re playing 
good ball and when a loss like this 
takes place, someone points out that 
Central Florida (the current No. 1 
team in the state poll) lost, too,” Jones 
said.  “Who cares what (Central 
Florida) does? It’s about what you do. 
What about what you do? That’s got to 
be the focus.”

Jones said he will throw left-hander 
Elijah Gill in Friday’s home game with 
Santa Fe, the second of a three-game 
set with the Saints.

and only season.
Not bad for a debut.
“He does have an amazing work 

ethic,” Fells said. “He really excelled 
in his one year, making first-team 
All-District (in 5-5A) and honorable 
mention on (5A) all-state. If he had 
another year of football, he could 
have gotten offers from bigger 
schools.”

Fells said it normally takes a year 
for a player to understand an offen-
sive line position, which makes what 
Sipprell do even more amazing, he 
said.

“It wasn’t that hard for me to pick 
things up,” Sipprell said. “The big 
reason was that baseball had me pre-
pared for footwork as well as the ath-
leticism. The biggest struggle was 
probably learning the plays and the 
hand movements. But I learned what 
I needed to do.”

Sipprell said once he got up there 
to check out the school, he fell in love 
with the surroundings. Huntingdon 
is near Montgomery, Ala.

“They have a really good physical 
therapy program, one of the best in 
the state,” Sipprell said about his 
major at the college. “The school felt 
a lot like home. The environment is 
nice and it feels good. I don’t think 
I’m going to have a  problem with 
(the school).”

For now, Sipprell is playing base-
ball for the Panthers. Now in his 
third year, Sipprell is playing third 
base and pitcher for coach Alan 
Rick’s PHS club.

“The main thing is he’s going to 
have a quality education,” said Fells, 
who said Sipprell will get money 
both athletically and academically to 
play at the college. “And someone is 
going to help pay for it.”

See NCAA, Page 7A

By John Marshall
AP Basketball Writer

SALT LAKE CITY – Gonzaga enters the NCAA 
Tournament following a loss for one of the rare 
times under coach Mark Few.

The dominant  team in  the  West  C oast 
Conference for two decades, the Zags lost to Saint 
Mary’s in the conference title game last week in 
Las Vegas.

The players have put it behind them.
Few hasn’t completely — and may never.
“I would say that is definitely not my strong 

suit,” Few said Wednesday. “As a flawed human 
being, that would be an area I can work on better.”

Gonzaga never was able to establish its up-tem-
po style in the title game and the Gaels rolled to a 
60-47 win to earn the conference’s automatic 
NCAA Tournament bid. The loss ended the Zags’ 

21-game winning streak and their six-year reign 
as WCC tournament champions, but didn’t dis-
suade the NCAA Tournament selection commit-

tee from giving them the No. 
1 seed in the West Region.

G onzaga  (30-3)  op ens 
tournament play Thursday in 
Salt Lake City against No. 16 
seed Fairleigh Dickinson (21-
13).

The Zags are expected to 
roll over the Knights, but will 
take nothing for granted, par-
ticularly after seeing No. 1 
Vi rg i n i a  l o s e  to  No.  1 6 
Maryland-Baltimore County 

a year ago at this stage. Gonzaga also is entering 
the NCAA Tournament after a loss for the first 
time since 2012.

“As a one seed, everyone is coming after you 
and they want to beat you,” Gonzaga guard Josh 
Perkins said. “They will come in here with noth-
ing to lose, play with reckless abandon. Being a 
one seed, we have to know that going in and mas-
ter intensity and control what we can control.”

The Knights twice trailed by 13 in their First 
Four game against Prairie View A&M before ral-
lying for an 82-76 victory and the program’s first 
NCAA Tournament win.

Fairleigh Dickinson coach Greg Herenda, who 
was ill with life-threatening blood clots less than a 
year ago, danced on the court following the victo-
ry, but quickly turned his attention to Gonzaga. 
The Knights arrived in Salt Lake City late Tuesday 
night and had their team meeting at 2 a.m. before 
practicing Wednesday afternoon.
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DOUG FERGUSON

Study shows 
disparity in PGA

Tour rankings
PONTE VEDRA BEACH

T
wo tournaments on different conti-
nents illustrate why PGA Tour 
players are increasingly skeptical 
about the world ranking.

Against a field as strong as some 
majors, Tommy Fleetwood shared the 
lead after 18 and 36 holes, played in 
the final group and was still in the 
mix at The Players Championship 
until a tee shot into the water on the 
17th hole. His three-way tie for fifth 
was worth 16.53 ranking points.

Earlier that day, Guido Migliozzi 
won his first European Tour title at 
the Kenya Open, which until this year 
was a Challenge Tour event. The 
strength of its field was slightly weak-
er than the Boonchu Ruangkit 
Championship on the Asian 
Development Tour in January.

Migliozzi received 24 ranking 
points, the minimum for the 
European Tour.

It’s like that just about every week 
somewhere in the world. It’s been like 
that for the better part of 20 years.

The Official World Golf Ranking 
tries to measure golfers from 20 tours 
around the world, from the PGA Tour 
to the Nordic Golf League. It’s an 
impossible task that the OWGR, 
which dates to 1986, has largely got-
ten right. Or at least close enough.

The question is whether that’s good 
enough.

“The world ranking has the first 35 
to 40 correct,” said Charles Howell III, 
who in February returned to the top 
50 in the world for the first time in 11 
years. “I’m not saying I should have 
been there, or that any other player 
should have been there. I’m saying 
that the world ranking is so darn 
important that No. 40 through 100 … 
you’ve got to get that right.

“If world events and majors have 
entry based on the world ranking, 
then it better be an accurate, good 
system.”

Augusta National is two weeks 
away from awarding a Masters invita-
tion to the top 50 in the world. In late 
May, the world ranking determines 
who gets in the U.S. Open (top 60) 
and British Open (top 50).

The PGA Tour has heard enough 
complaints from enough players and 
their managers that after meeting 
with the OWGR board last summer, it 
commissioned a study by a pair of 
mathematicians that revealed what 
many already suspected about the 
allocation of points around the world.

It’s not that PGA Tour events are 
not getting enough ranking points, 
but that other tours are getting too 
many.

According to two people in a meet-
ing last week at the TPC Sawgrass, the 
tour wants the OWGR board to con-
duct its own analysis to see if the 
results are similar. They spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of ano-
nymity because the PGA Tour has not 
commented publicly on the study.

The tour has a seat on the OWGR 
board, as do other tours.

Does it matter that winning the 
Kenya Open was equal to fourth place 
at The Players Championship? Not 
yet. Migliozzi moved up 377 spots to 
No. 199.

But it mattered to Justin Harding, a 
33-year-old South African who fin-
ished in a three-way tie for second at 
the Kenya Open and moved up four 
spots to No. 48 in the world, giving 
him a reasonable shot at getting into 
the Masters.

Harding has won five times over 
the last 10 months — twice in South 
Africa, twice in Asia, once on the 
European Tour in the Qatar Masters.

Points are determined by who is 
playing any given week. The No. 1 
player in the field is worth 45 points, 
with 37 points for No. 2 player, all the 
way down to two points for players 
from No. 81 to 100, and one point for 
everyone from No. 101 through 200. 
There is also is a “home tour” bonus.

The Players Championship had 882 
points. The Kenya Open had 17 
points. The field points for Harding’s 
five wins were 5, 7, 12, 5 and 61.

“It needs work. It needs a lot of 
work,” said Brooks Koepka, who 
speaks from the experience of having 
started on the Challenge Tour in 
2012, worked his way to the European 
Tour, then the PGA Tour and eventu-
ally reached No. 1 in the world last 
year.

The PGA Tour already has strength 
in numbers.

See FERGUSON, Page 7A

No. 1 Gonzaga moving on after loss; Florida, FSU set
NCAA BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT: WEST REGION

TODAY
FSU vs. 
Vermont,

2 p.m., TBS;
Florida vs.
Nevada,

6:50, TNT

Happy Hokies

GREG OYSTER / Special To The Daiuly News
Virginia Tech’s Nick Owens (8) and Kerry Carpenter pose for a picture before a recent game 
against Florida State when FSU coach Mike Martin won his 2,000th career game. Both Owens 
and Carpenter played junior college baseball at St. Johns River State College.

Submitted to the Daily News
Clay Sipprell and his family are all smiles after he signed to play football at 
Division III Huntingdon College in Alabama next year. Sharing the moment 
with him, from left, are his mother Leah, father Richard and sister Madison.

After only one
year, Sipprell
inks grid deal
Alabama school gets guard’s talents

By Mark BluMenthal
Palatka Daily News

Not bad for one season of foot-
ball.

The season was good enough to 
allow Clay Sipprell to play in col-
lege.

An All-County standout at left 
guard this past fall, the Palatka High 
School senior will be moving on to 
play college ball at Huntingdon 
College in Alabama, a Division III 
school.

“That’s the beauty of playing 
hard,” Palatka High football coach 
Willie Fells said. “In one year, he put 
it together and their coach (Mike 
Turk) told me he did a good job of 
getting the young man out there.”

The 6-foot-2, 280-pound Sipprell 
said he always wanted to play foot-
ball, but basball was his main love 
and focus.

“I guess I thought I might get 
hurt,” he said. “So I never played 
until my senior year. Then I figured 
‘Why not go out with a bang and 
play it.’ Man, I wish I had played 
before.”

A n d  S i p p r e l l  g o t  n o t i c e d , 
blocking for the county’s player of 
the year, Jay’Lyn Session, who ran 
for 1,589 yards and 17 touch-
downs. Sipprell racked up a team-
high 29 pancake blocks in his one 

Vikings fall
in 9th inning
vs. Santa Fe
Loss ends SJRSC 4-game win streak

Palatka Daily News

St. Johns River State College base-
ball coach Ross Jones is still trying to 
figure out which team he has on the 
field.

“I told the guys, ‘How do you play 
for a week the way you did, then stink 
it up (Wednesday),” Jones said. “We’ve 
got to figure out exactly who we are. 
This team can’t find its identity.”

After running off four straight wins 
last  week,  including a sweep of 
Daytona State College, that moved the 
Vikings back into the top five in the 
latest state Division I junior college 
poll, the Vikings took a step back in 
Gainesville, losing to Santa Fe College, 
6-5, in a Mid-Florida Conference 
matchup as the Saints (21-11 overall, 
2-5 in conference) scored twice in the 
bottom of the ninth inning to get the 
victory.The loss ended SJRSC’s four-
game winning streak.

The rally started on a controversial 
play. Cade Westbrook hit a ball off the 
bat that was called foul by the home 
plate umpire, according to Jones, but 
Westbrook ran it out without any 
Vikings players reacting. After confer-
ring with the other umpire, the ruling 
was  changed to  a  fair  ba l l  and 
Westbrook was allowed to have first 
base.

“I mean, our pitcher (losing reliever 
Connor Centala) was standing there 
on the mound because it was original-
ly called a foul,” Jones said. “Total 
blown call.”

One out later, Zach Hand singled to 
move Westbrook to second. Cale Jones 
then walked on four pitches to load the 
bases for Parker Biederer, who deliv-
ered a single to left field to bring in 
Westbrook to make it 5-all. That 
brought up Jarrod Cande, who hit a 
groundball  to shortstop Francis 
Villaman. The ball took a bad hop on 
Villaman and though he did all he 
could to put a glove on it, an error was 
called, allowing Hand to score the 
winning run.

“That’s a play (Villaman) has got to 
make,” Jones said. “Instead of coming 
after the ball, he let it play him.”

In the loss, Chase Malloy, who came 
in for an injured Ryan Romano, was 
3-for-4 with two RBI, while Jorge 
Ramirez was 3-for-5. Langston Provitt 
went 2-for-3 with two stolen bases and 
two runs scored, and Vil laman, 
Michael Rosario, Romano and Nick 
Romano all had one hit each.

The Vikings (20-10, 5-4) did not 
help their cause with three errors and 
leaving 13 runners on base, including 
nine in scoring position.

“These guys think they’re playing 
good ball and when a loss like this 
takes place, someone points out that 
Central Florida (the current No. 1 
team in the state poll) lost, too,” Jones 
said.  “Who cares what (Central 
Florida) does? It’s about what you do. 
What about what you do? That’s got to 
be the focus.”

Jones said he will throw left-hander 
Elijah Gill in Friday’s home game with 
Santa Fe, the second of a three-game 
set with the Saints.

and only season.
Not bad for a debut.
“He does have an amazing work 

ethic,” Fells said. “He really excelled 
in his one year, making first-team 
All-District (in 5-5A) and honorable 
mention on (5A) all-state. If he had 
another year of football, he could 
have gotten offers from bigger 
schools.”

Fells said it normally takes a year 
for a player to understand an offen-
sive line position, which makes what 
Sipprell do even more amazing, he 
said.

“It wasn’t that hard for me to pick 
things up,” Sipprell said. “The big 
reason was that baseball had me pre-
pared for footwork as well as the ath-
leticism. The biggest struggle was 
probably learning the plays and the 
hand movements. But I learned what 
I needed to do.”

Sipprell said once he got up there 
to check out the school, he fell in love 
with the surroundings. Huntingdon 
is near Montgomery, Ala.

“They have a really good physical 
therapy program, one of the best in 
the state,” Sipprell said about his 
major at the college. “The school felt 
a lot like home. The environment is 
nice and it feels good. I don’t think 
I’m going to have a  problem with 
(the school).”

For now, Sipprell is playing base-
ball for the Panthers. Now in his 
third year, Sipprell is playing third 
base and pitcher for coach Alan 
Rick’s PHS club.

“The main thing is he’s going to 
have a quality education,” said Fells, 
who said Sipprell will get money 
both athletically and academically to 
play at the college. “And someone is 
going to help pay for it.”

See NCAA, Page 7A


