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Top seeds dominate
NCAA Sweet 16
Duke, Virginia, UNC and
Gonzaga don’t have easy roads
By aaron Beard
Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — The path to the
Final Four will not be easy for Zion
Williamson, Luke Maye, De’Andre
Hunter and the other top-seeded stars in
the NCAA Tournament.
For the first time in a decade, the
remaining tournament field entering
the Sweet 16 looks a lot like the one set
on Selection Sunday.
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merchandise raffle and a 50-50
money split.
All the proceeds of the tournament went to the Father’s Heart
Ministries of Orange Park, a
non-profit organization that provides over 1,000 meals to families
with school-age children and
homeless veterans on the First
Coast.
“We appreciate all the fishermen supporting our benefit tournament,” said Father’s Heart officer/tournament director, Nathan
Dowd.
“We hope to return to the
Palatka Riverfront next year.”
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9-6 iand 13-11.
“I find myself with my hopes
raised after we have those two
innings,” first-year Vikings coach
Marti Littlefield said. “And then,
we lose that. Their main struggle is
that they don’t know how to win.
When you get some players who
have been used to losing, it unfortunately becomes a habit.”
Littlefield has a point. Since the
beginning of last year’s conference
season under former coach Jill
Semento, the Vikings are 16-42.
But fortunes were high in the
second game when the Vikings
rallied from down 11-5 in the bottom of the seventh to tie the game.
Taylor Finney had an RBI single, a
passed ball scored Harli Phillips, a
bases-loaded walk to Savannah
Law forced home another run, an
error on a Karsyn Barnes fly ball
brought home another run, then
with two outs and runners on sec-

each region to reach the Final Four in
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(26-8), a
was 3-for-4 with three runs scored,
two home runs and six RBI.
Kelsea Friend was 3-for-5 with a
run scored for the Vikings, while
Ferlin was 2-for-6 with an RBI,
Finney was 2-for-5 with two runs
and an RBI and Valenta, Cardaejia
Talley and JesseAnn Ackerman
had one hit each. Valenta had a
two-run, first-inning home run.
The Vikings had a six-run third
inning in the opener with Valenta
and Maddie Tomas putting up
two-run singles, Finney collected
an RBI hit and Law walking in a
run with the bases loaded, giving
the Vikings a 6-4 lead.
But a four-run fifth gave the
Saints the lead for good.
Valenta was 2-for-4 with a run
and two RBI in the first game,
while Tomas, who took the loss in
the circle in both games, Finney,
Friend and Barnes had one hit
apiece.

rematch from one of Duke’s losses
during the nearly six full games that
Williamson, the star freshman, was out
with a knee injury. Yet the Hokies — in
the tournament’s second weekend for
the second time in program history —
will have point guard Justin Robinson,
who missed 12 games with a foot injury
and didn’t play in that February win.
Friday’s other semifinal will be No. 2
seed Michigan State (30-6) against No. 3
seed LSU (28-6) — which is still without
suspended coach Will Wade amid a federal investigation into corruption within
the sport.

See NCAA, Page 10A
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Now Virginia (31-3) faces No. 12 Oregon as the only surviving teams beat Ohio State on Sunday.
seedof Oregon,
the only double-digit from outside the top 16 seeds.
In the other semifinal, UNC looks
t game
a
Purdue (25-9) after eventful second-round games for both.
The Vols survived in overtime
against Iowa after blowing a 25-point
lead to return to the Sweet 16 for the
first time since 2014. As for the
Boilermakers, Carsen Edwards had a
career-best 42 points in a rout of 2018
champion Villanova.

