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RALPH D. RUSSO

Waiting Arms

Which coaches 
need strong 

finishes to stay?
H

alfway through the season there 
has already been a coaching 
change in major college football.

Rutgers fired Chris Ash 
before the calendar flipped to October. 
Who else is a candidate to join Ash in 
buyout life?

CLAY HELTON, USC (3-3)
The Trojans are about where they 

figured to be with a difficult sched-
ule to start the season. Helton has 
used three starting quarterbacks, 
pulled off a nice win at home against 
No. 13 Utah and played Notre Dame 
competitively in South Bend. USC 
has played hard and it wouldn’t be 
shocking if the Trojans still managed 
to win the Pac-12 South. Short of 
winning out, it probably won’t be 
enough for Helton. USC is still 
searching for an athletic director. 
After the season, the first order of 
business for the new boss will be to 
evaluate the football coach and 
determine whether he can make 
USC an elite program again. After 
that, maybe call Urban Meyer.

DEREK MASON, VANDERBILT (1-5)
Expectations at Vandy are modest. 

Get to some bowl games and try to 
avoid a bunch of embarrassing loses. 
Mason had done OK fulfilling those 
requirements through five seasons 
(two bowl games, 24-38 overall and 
9-31 SEC). This season has been a 
wreck and it’s difficult to imagine how 
a team that just lost at home to UNLV 
by 24 points will salvage respectability. 
Vanderbilt’s patience is not without 
limits.

LOVIE SMITH, ILLINOIS (2-4)
The Illini have taken baby steps for-

ward in three seasons under Smith, 
but not much has changed this year. 
This was athletic director Josh 
Whitman’s idea of a splashy hire and 
he might be inclined to cut Smith 
some extra slack if the 61-year-old can 
close strong. If not, Whitman will 
probably need to cut his losses and try 
again.

CHARLIE STRONG, USF (3-3)
USF ended last season on a six-

game losing streak and lost the first 
two this year (the Bulls have now 
won two straight). Strong is in a pre-
carious spot in his third season. 
Athletic director Michael Kelly did 
not hire Strong. The coach has two 
years left on his original five-year 
contract. Having a coach go into a 
season with only two years left on a 
deal would be unusual and not an 
ideal way to hit the recruiting trail. 
So the question is not really can 
Strong win enough in the second half 
to keep his job, but can he win 
enough to earn an extension?

STEVE ADDAZIO, BOSTON COL. (3-3)
Addazio received an unenthusiastic 

two-year extension after last season, 
his fifth seven-win campaign in six 
years at BC. The Eagles started this 
season 2-0 with a victory against 
Virginia Tech, but since they have 
beaten only Rutgers and their most 
memorable moment was being on the 
wrong side of a beat down at home by 
Kansas. The ACC being what it is (not 
so great) maybe Addazio can cobble 
together bowl eligibility, but if not it is 
probably time for both BC and him to 
try something else.

MOUNTAIN WEST COACHES
Things are trending toward three 

openings in the conference.
At New Mexico, former Notre 

Dame coach Bob Davie, 65, had a seri-
ous health scare earlier this season, 
but even before that it seemed likely 
that his eighth season in Albuquerque 
would be his final one. New Mexico 
looks on its way to a third straight los-
ing season, and sixth overall under 
Davie.

UNLV’s Tony Sanchez was basically 
given a bowl-or-bust ultimatum by his 
athletic director at the end of last sea-
son. The Rebels are 2-4, though a win 
at Vanderbilt maybe provides a hint of 
hope for turnaround under the fifth-
year coach.

Colorado State is 2-5 in the fifth 
season of Mike Bobo’s tenure, which 
started with three straight seasons of 
7-6 overall and 5-3 in conference play. 
That looks as if it might have been the 
peak for Bobo, who also struggled 
with health issues last season.

See RUSSO, Page 7A
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Crescent City sophomore Naykeem Scott (5) waits for a pass from his brother Naykee in the Oct. 4 
game at Keystone Heights.

Long Ride, Tall Order
Distance doesn’t concern Raiders’ coach, but Warriors’ size could be an issue

By aNDy haLL
Palatka Daily News

ahall@palatkadailynews.com

B
ig game Friday for the 3-3 Crescent City 
Raiders.

They’re still fifth in Region 4-1A in the 
Florida High School Athletic Association 
RPI standings released Tuesday – the top 

six make the state playoffs – though 4-3 Wildwood 
has jumped them for fourth place and 4-4 Chiefland 
has slipped behind them into sixth. In that sense, 
every game from here on out is big.

But that’s not the big Crescent City coach Clarence 
“Pooh Bear” Williams is talking about.

He means the team the Raiders are headed to play, 
the 4-3 Warriors of Zephyrhills Christian.

“They’re big, man,” said Williams, a good-sized 
gent himself. “They’re a big football team. They don’t 

necessarily play big. They try 
to get cute and throw the ball 
around. I think they’ll be most 
effective going straight ahead. 
They’ve got a fast little running 
back and I’d send him behind 
their big guys.”

The running back is 5-foot-
6, 140-pound Tyler Davis, who 
has 713 yards this season. The 

big guys include 6-3, 300-pound Malik Jones and 
6-3, 307-pound Saleem Black Jr. When the Warriors 
want to throw, they turn to Elijah Brown, who has 
298 yards passing in six games.

They’re coming off a 26-8 loss to Avon Park.
“They give you a lot of I-formation, a lot of four-

wide, a lot of trips,” Williams said. 

FRIDAY
Crescent

City at
Zephyrhills
Christian,

7 p.m.

‘Noles still
have some
goals in sight
S

aturday’s outcome of the Clemson 
game shouldn’t surprise Florida 
State.  The Tigers are on top of the 
ACC, and one of the top teams in 

the country.
Fans, and that 

ter m is  b e ing 
used loosely, are 
screaming up the 
w r o n g  m e g a -
phone. Perhaps 
they listened to 
Dabo Swinney 
say the ‘Noles 
have out-recruit-
ed Clemson for 
the last five years. 
Or Dabo saying 
FSU should be 5-0, and somehow that 
equates to beating a top-tier team.

Forget what Swinney says going into 
a game – afterwards he was quick to say 
FSU’s offense/touchdown only came 
when the  backups  were  in  the 
game. And, for now, he’s laughing all 
the way to the bank.

And if Seminoles listened, that’s the 
backbone of problems in Tallahassee.

Clemson sent six to the NFL last year 
(FSU two), and have 28 drafted in the 
last five years (Noles 21). Maybe. . . . the 
Seminoles could have been 5-0 going 
into Memorial Stadium but Clemson 
just won its 21st straight.  Anyone 
remember Florida State’s 1990s?

Fact is winning isn’t just being the 
better team, though Clemson is; it is 
believing you can win when you 
shouldn’t. Just a week earlier, this top-4 
team almost lost to North Carolina.

Two possible ways for FSU to have 
pulled this one out included a strong 
defensive effort. Clemson put up at 
least 100 yards and a touchdown every 
quarter but the last one. If they looked 
up at the scoreboard, the game was over 
at 14-0.

The second would have surpassed 
the Olympic miracle on ice because the 
seriously underperforming offensive 
line would have held their ground. At 
least for a quarter, would have been 
something. 

There is a very telling picture from 
the game where three Seminole line-
men are flat on the ground, and the 
fourth is losing his balance. Three 
orange jerseys are in the backfield, and 
only one running back is between the 
three Tigers and QB James Blackman.

Add to insult that Cam Akers ran 
nine times for 34 yards. Behind any 
kind of line, the junior would be an All-
American setting records.

Here are the takeaways.   Willie 
Taggart and (OC) Kendal Briles better 
truly go to a fast-break offense. There is 
no time to set up a play. Defensive “ana-
lyst” Jim Leavitt needs to be hired or 
he’ll be a head coach elsewhere next 
season. Harlon Barnett has had two 
seasons with reasonable talent and has 
been unable to settle on a scheme.

KERRY DUNNING

Bob Clark Memorial Tournament boosts Moose-related charities
M

embers and friends of Palatka 
Moose Lodge 84 were out in 
force  last  Saturday at  the 
Municipal Course, as the annu-

al Bob Clark Memorial Tournament 
raised money for a several Moose-related 
causes.

An impressive 21 teams took part 
in the tournament, which attracted 
golfers from several surrounding 
counties, as well as Putnam.

But it was a mostly local-based 

squad that ruled 
the day, as Garry 
Register, Kevin 
Durscher, John 
B r a n t l e y  a n d 
D o u g  F e l t n e r 
easily went home 
winners with their 
17 under par worksheet.

Tied for the runner-up slot at 57 
were the teams of Kyle Coleman, 
Cameron Gwynn, Lucas Bennett 

and Justin Nowell, 
along with Zeppy 
D a v i s ,  G e n e 
K i d d ,  R a n d y 
McDuffie and Jim 
B a r n e s .  D o u g 
L i n g o r ,  J i m 

G r a n g e r ,  To m 
Kayne and Jerry Bolin were next at 
58.

Bill Mutchie was the putting con-
test champ, while John Martin and 

Christian Locher were the respective 
men’s and women’s long drive champs 
on No. 9. Locher and Kyle Coleman 
were closest to the pin winners in 
their respective divisions on No. 6…

Shamble at The Oaks. Fruitland’s 
The Oaks Golf Club was busy with its 
own tournament Saturday as well, as 
a three-person “Shamble” brought 
out the faithful.

LOCAL GOLF
DANNY HOOD

Ex-Viking Kendrick MVP as Nationals win NLCS
By hOWarD FeNDrIch

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — It was merely 
the first inning, yet fans kept rising out 
of their seats to applaud or yell or twirl 
their red towels, to chant “Let’s go, 
Nats!” and “M-V-P!” and various play-
ers’ names, enjoying every moment of a 
seven-run outburst that would, eventu-
ally, propel their city to its first World 
Series appearance in 86 years.

And then, a couple of hours and sev-

eral innings later, as the Washington 
Nationals were protecting a shrinking 
lead, those same spectators, 43,976 
strong, stood and shouted and reveled 
some more Tuesday night, giddily 
counting down the outs needed to fin-
ish off an NL Championship Series 
sweep of the St. Louis Cardinals.

From 19-31 during a mediocre May 
to the Fall Classic in an outstanding 
October.

Extending their stunning turn-
around, the wild-card Nationals got 

RBIsfrom middle-of-the-order stars 
Anthony Rendon and Juan Soto in that 
breakout first inning, and Patrick 
Corbin’s 12-strikeout performance and 
a trio of relievers helped hold on to beat 
St. Louis 7-4 in Game 4 of a lopsided 
best-of-seven NLCS.

Now NLCS MVP Howie Kendrick 
and his teammates get plenty of time to 
rest and set up their rotation before 
beginning in a week against the 
Houston Astros or New York Yankees. 
Houston leads the best-of-seven AL 

Championship Series 2-1 after winning 
Game 3 at New York 4-1 Tuesday.

“You only learn how to win through 
mistakes and failures,” Kendrick said. 
“All those failures paid off today.”

Kendrick was an all-state second 
b a s e m a n  f or  S t .  Jo h n s  R i v e r 
Community College in 2002, the year 
the Angels drafted him. Recruited by 
Sam Rick out of West Nassau High 
School, Kendrick is the first former St. 

See FSU, Page 7A

See RAIDERS, Page 7A

See GOLF, Page 7A

See BASEBALL, Page 7A
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RALPH D. RUSSO

Waiting Arms

Which coaches 
need strong 

finishes to stay?
H

alfway through the season there 
has already been a coaching 
change in major college football.

Rutgers fired Chris Ash 
before the calendar flipped to October. 
Who else is a candidate to join Ash in 
buyout life?

CLAY HELTON, USC (3-3)
The Trojans are about where they 

figured to be with a difficult sched-
ule to start the season. Helton has 
used three starting quarterbacks, 
pulled off a nice win at home against 
No. 13 Utah and played Notre Dame 
competitively in South Bend. USC 
has played hard and it wouldn’t be 
shocking if the Trojans still managed 
to win the Pac-12 South. Short of 
winning out, it probably won’t be 
enough for Helton. USC is still 
searching for an athletic director. 
After the season, the first order of 
business for the new boss will be to 
evaluate the football coach and 
determine whether he can make 
USC an elite program again. After 
that, maybe call Urban Meyer.

DEREK MASON, VANDERBILT (1-5)
Expectations at Vandy are modest. 

Get to some bowl games and try to 
avoid a bunch of embarrassing loses. 
Mason had done OK fulfilling those 
requirements through five seasons 
(two bowl games, 24-38 overall and 
9-31 SEC). This season has been a 
wreck and it’s difficult to imagine how 
a team that just lost at home to UNLV 
by 24 points will salvage respectability. 
Vanderbilt’s patience is not without 
limits.

LOVIE SMITH, ILLINOIS (2-4)
The Illini have taken baby steps for-

ward in three seasons under Smith, 
but not much has changed this year. 
This was athletic director Josh 
Whitman’s idea of a splashy hire and 
he might be inclined to cut Smith 
some extra slack if the 61-year-old can 
close strong. If not, Whitman will 
probably need to cut his losses and try 
again.

CHARLIE STRONG, USF (3-3)
USF ended last season on a six-

game losing streak and lost the first 
two this year (the Bulls have now 
won two straight). Strong is in a pre-
carious spot in his third season. 
Athletic director Michael Kelly did 
not hire Strong. The coach has two 
years left on his original five-year 
contract. Having a coach go into a 
season with only two years left on a 
deal would be unusual and not an 
ideal way to hit the recruiting trail. 
So the question is not really can 
Strong win enough in the second half 
to keep his job, but can he win 
enough to earn an extension?

STEVE ADDAZIO, BOSTON COL. (3-3)
Addazio received an unenthusiastic 

two-year extension after last season, 
his fifth seven-win campaign in six 
years at BC. The Eagles started this 
season 2-0 with a victory against 
Virginia Tech, but since they have 
beaten only Rutgers and their most 
memorable moment was being on the 
wrong side of a beat down at home by 
Kansas. The ACC being what it is (not 
so great) maybe Addazio can cobble 
together bowl eligibility, but if not it is 
probably time for both BC and him to 
try something else.

MOUNTAIN WEST COACHES
Things are trending toward three 

openings in the conference.
At New Mexico, former Notre 

Dame coach Bob Davie, 65, had a seri-
ous health scare earlier this season, 
but even before that it seemed likely 
that his eighth season in Albuquerque 
would be his final one. New Mexico 
looks on its way to a third straight los-
ing season, and sixth overall under 
Davie.

UNLV’s Tony Sanchez was basically 
given a bowl-or-bust ultimatum by his 
athletic director at the end of last sea-
son. The Rebels are 2-4, though a win 
at Vanderbilt maybe provides a hint of 
hope for turnaround under the fifth-
year coach.

Colorado State is 2-5 in the fifth 
season of Mike Bobo’s tenure, which 
started with three straight seasons of 
7-6 overall and 5-3 in conference play. 
That looks as if it might have been the 
peak for Bobo, who also struggled 
with health issues last season.

See RUSSO, Page 7A

FRAN RUCHALSKI / Palatka Daily News
Crescent City sophomore Naykeem Scott (5) waits for a pass from his brother Naykee in the Oct. 4 
game at Keystone Heights.

Long Ride, Tall Order
Distance doesn’t concern Raiders’ coach, but Warriors’ size could be an issue

By aNDy haLL
Palatka Daily News

ahall@palatkadailynews.com

B
ig game Friday for the 3-3 Crescent City 
Raiders.

They’re still fifth in Region 4-1A in the 
Florida High School Athletic Association 
RPI standings released Tuesday – the top 

six make the state playoffs – though 4-3 Wildwood 
has jumped them for fourth place and 4-4 Chiefland 
has slipped behind them into sixth. In that sense, 
every game from here on out is big.

But that’s not the big Crescent City coach Clarence 
“Pooh Bear” Williams is talking about.

He means the team the Raiders are headed to play, 
the 4-3 Warriors of Zephyrhills Christian.

“They’re big, man,” said Williams, a good-sized 
gent himself. “They’re a big football team. They don’t 

necessarily play big. They try 
to get cute and throw the ball 
around. I think they’ll be most 
effective going straight ahead. 
They’ve got a fast little running 
back and I’d send him behind 
their big guys.”

The running back is 5-foot-
6, 140-pound Tyler Davis, who 
has 713 yards this season. The 

big guys include 6-3, 300-pound Malik Jones and 
6-3, 307-pound Saleem Black Jr. When the Warriors 
want to throw, they turn to Elijah Brown, who has 
298 yards passing in six games.

They’re coming off a 26-8 loss to Avon Park.
“They give you a lot of I-formation, a lot of four-

wide, a lot of trips,” Williams said. 

FRIDAY
Crescent

City at
Zephyrhills
Christian,

7 p.m.

‘Noles still
have some
goals in sight
S

aturday’s outcome of the Clemson 
game shouldn’t surprise Florida 
State.  The Tigers are on top of the 
ACC, and one of the top teams in 

the country.
Fans, and that 

ter m is  b e ing 
used loosely, are 
screaming up the 
w r o n g  m e g a -
phone. Perhaps 
they listened to 
Dabo Swinney 
say the ‘Noles 
have out-recruit-
ed Clemson for 
the last five years. 
Or Dabo saying 
FSU should be 5-0, and somehow that 
equates to beating a top-tier team.

Forget what Swinney says going into 
a game – afterwards he was quick to say 
FSU’s offense/touchdown only came 
when the  backups  were  in  the 
game. And, for now, he’s laughing all 
the way to the bank.

And if Seminoles listened, that’s the 
backbone of problems in Tallahassee.

Clemson sent six to the NFL last year 
(FSU two), and have 28 drafted in the 
last five years (Noles 21). Maybe. . . . the 
Seminoles could have been 5-0 going 
into Memorial Stadium but Clemson 
just won its 21st straight.  Anyone 
remember Florida State’s 1990s?

Fact is winning isn’t just being the 
better team, though Clemson is; it is 
believing you can win when you 
shouldn’t. Just a week earlier, this top-4 
team almost lost to North Carolina.

Two possible ways for FSU to have 
pulled this one out included a strong 
defensive effort. Clemson put up at 
least 100 yards and a touchdown every 
quarter but the last one. If they looked 
up at the scoreboard, the game was over 
at 14-0.

The second would have surpassed 
the Olympic miracle on ice because the 
seriously underperforming offensive 
line would have held their ground. At 
least for a quarter, would have been 
something. 

There is a very telling picture from 
the game where three Seminole line-
men are flat on the ground, and the 
fourth is losing his balance. Three 
orange jerseys are in the backfield, and 
only one running back is between the 
three Tigers and QB James Blackman.

Add to insult that Cam Akers ran 
nine times for 34 yards. Behind any 
kind of line, the junior would be an All-
American setting records.

Here are the takeaways.   Willie 
Taggart and (OC) Kendal Briles better 
truly go to a fast-break offense. There is 
no time to set up a play. Defensive “ana-
lyst” Jim Leavitt needs to be hired or 
he’ll be a head coach elsewhere next 
season. Harlon Barnett has had two 
seasons with reasonable talent and has 
been unable to settle on a scheme.

KERRY DUNNING

Bob Clark Memorial Tournament boosts Moose-related charities
M

embers and friends of Palatka 
Moose Lodge 84 were out in 
force  last  Saturday at  the 
Municipal Course, as the annu-

al Bob Clark Memorial Tournament 
raised money for a several Moose-related 
causes.

An impressive 21 teams took part 
in the tournament, which attracted 
golfers from several surrounding 
counties, as well as Putnam.

But it was a mostly local-based 

squad that ruled 
the day, as Garry 
Register, Kevin 
Durscher, John 
B r a n t l e y  a n d 
D o u g  F e l t n e r 
easily went home 
winners with their 
17 under par worksheet.

Tied for the runner-up slot at 57 
were the teams of Kyle Coleman, 
Cameron Gwynn, Lucas Bennett 

and Justin Nowell, 
along with Zeppy 
D a v i s ,  G e n e 
K i d d ,  R a n d y 
McDuffie and Jim 
B a r n e s .  D o u g 
L i n g o r ,  J i m 

G r a n g e r ,  To m 
Kayne and Jerry Bolin were next at 
58.

Bill Mutchie was the putting con-
test champ, while John Martin and 

Christian Locher were the respective 
men’s and women’s long drive champs 
on No. 9. Locher and Kyle Coleman 
were closest to the pin winners in 
their respective divisions on No. 6…

Shamble at The Oaks. Fruitland’s 
The Oaks Golf Club was busy with its 
own tournament Saturday as well, as 
a three-person “Shamble” brought 
out the faithful.
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Ex-Viking Kendrick MVP as Nationals win NLCS
By hOWarD FeNDrIch

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — It was merely 
the first inning, yet fans kept rising out 
of their seats to applaud or yell or twirl 
their red towels, to chant “Let’s go, 
Nats!” and “M-V-P!” and various play-
ers’ names, enjoying every moment of a 
seven-run outburst that would, eventu-
ally, propel their city to its first World 
Series appearance in 86 years.

And then, a couple of hours and sev-

eral innings later, as the Washington 
Nationals were protecting a shrinking 
lead, those same spectators, 43,976 
strong, stood and shouted and reveled 
some more Tuesday night, giddily 
counting down the outs needed to fin-
ish off an NL Championship Series 
sweep of the St. Louis Cardinals.

From 19-31 during a mediocre May 
to the Fall Classic in an outstanding 
October.

Extending their stunning turn-
around, the wild-card Nationals got 

RBIsfrom middle-of-the-order stars 
Anthony Rendon and Juan Soto in that 
breakout first inning, and Patrick 
Corbin’s 12-strikeout performance and 
a trio of relievers helped hold on to beat 
St. Louis 7-4 in Game 4 of a lopsided 
best-of-seven NLCS.

Now NLCS MVP Howie Kendrick 
and his teammates get plenty of time to 
rest and set up their rotation before 
beginning in a week against the 
Houston Astros or New York Yankees. 
Houston leads the best-of-seven AL 

Championship Series 2-1 after winning 
Game 3 at New York 4-1 Tuesday.

“You only learn how to win through 
mistakes and failures,” Kendrick said. 
“All those failures paid off today.”

Kendrick was an all-state second 
b a s e m a n  f or  S t .  Jo h n s  R i v e r 
Community College in 2002, the year 
the Angels drafted him. Recruited by 
Sam Rick out of West Nassau High 
School, Kendrick is the first former St. 
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CALENDAR
  NOTE: Schedules are submitted by 
schools, leagues and recreation 
departments and are subject to 
change without notice.

WEDNESDAY, October 16
COLLEGE
Volleyball

SJR State at Florida Gateway, 6 p.m.

TUESDAY, October 15
HIGH SCHOOL

Volleyball
District 8-1A

Championship
Fort Meade at Crescent City, 6 p.m.

TIDES
Palatka City Dock

                     High                  Low
Today      5:40A,6:00P  12:39A,12:39P
Oct. 17    6:18A,6:39P   1:14A,1:13P
Oct. 18    6:59A,7:21P   1:54A,1:54P

St. Augustine Beach
                      High                Low
Today     10:14,10:36P    4:01A,4:33P
Oct. 17   10:54A,11:15P  4:37A,5;13P
Oct. 18   11:36A,11:58P   5:16A,5:59P

BASEBALL
Postseason glance

LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
American League
Houston 2, N.Y. Yankees 1
Saturday, Oct. 12: N.Y. Yankees 7, 
Houston 0
Sunday, Oct. 13: Houston 3, N.Y. 
Yankees 2, 11 innings
Tuesday, Oct. 15: Houston 4, N.Y. 
Yankees 1
Wednesday, Oct. 16: Houston at N.Y. 
Yankees, 8:08 p.m. (FS1)
Thursday, Oct. 17: Houston at N.Y. 
Yankees, 8:08 p.m. (FS1)
x-Saturday, Oct. 19: N.Y. Yankees at 
Houston, 4:08 p.m. (FS1)
x-Sunday, Oct. 20: N.Y. Yankees at 
Houston, 7:38 p.m. (FS1)
National League
Washington 4, St. Louis 0
Friday, Oct. 11: Washington 2, St. 
Louis 0
Saturday, Oct. 12: Washington 3, St. 
Louis 1
Monday, Oct. 14: Washington 8, St. 
Louis 1
Tuesday, Oct. 15 Washington 7, St. 
Louis 4

WORLD SERIES
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
Tuesday, Oct. 22: National League at 
American League (Fox)
Wednesday, Oct. 23: NL at AL (Fox)
Friday, Oct. 25: AL at NL (Fox)
Saturday, Oct. 26: AL at NL (Fox)
x-Sunday, Oct. 27: AL at NL (Fox)
x-Tuesday, Oct. 29: NL at AL (Fox)
x-Wednesday, Oct. 30: NL at AL (Fox)

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
 W L T Pct PF PA
New England 6 0 0 1.000 190 48
Buffalo 4 1 0 .800 90 70
N.Y. Jets 1 4 0 .200 63 123
Miami 0 5 0 .000 42 180
South
 W L T Pct PF PA
Houston 4 2 0 .667 162 134
Indianapolis 3 2 0 .600 113 115
Jacksonville 2 4 0 .333 117 131
Tennessee 2 4 0 .333 98 92
North

 

W L T Pct PF PA
Baltimore 4 2 0 .667 184 140
Cleveland 2 4 0 .333 120 154
Pittsburgh 2 4 0 .333 123 131
Cincinnati 0 6 0 .000 97 159
West
 W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 4 2 0 .667 172 144
Oakland 3 2 0 .600 103 123
Denver 2 4 0 .333 106 106
L.A. Chargers 2 4 0 .333 120 118
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
 W L T Pct PF PA
Dallas 3 3 0 .500 153 114
Philadelphia 3 3 0 .500 161 149
N.Y. Giants 2 4 0 .333 111 160
Washington 1 5 0 .167 90 167
South
 W L T Pct PF PA
New Orleans 5 1 0 .833 128 122
Carolina 4 2 0 .667 166 133
Tampa Bay 2 4 0 .333 173 185
Atlanta 1 5 0 .167 135 186
North
 W L T Pct PF PA
Green Bay 5 1 0 .833 142 115
Minnesota 4 2 0 .667 150 93
Chicago 3 2 0 .600 87 69
Detroit 2 2 1 .500 119 118
West
 W L T Pct PF PA
San Francisco 5 0 0 1.000 147 64
Seattle 5 1 0 .833 165 146
L.A. Rams 3 3 0 .500 153 154
Arizona 2 3 1 .417 134 171
———
Thursday’s Games
New England 35, N.Y. Giants 14
Sunday’s Games
Carolina 37, Tampa Bay 26
New Orleans 13, Jacksonville 6
Houston 31, Kansas City 24
Minnesota 38, Philadelphia 20
Washington 17, Miami 16
Baltimore 23, Cincinnati 17

Seattle 32, Cleveland 28
Arizona 34, Atlanta 33
San Francisco 20, L.A. Rams 7
Denver 16, Tennessee 0
N.Y. Jets 24, Dallas 22
Pittsburgh 24, L.A. Chargers 17
Open: Buffalo, Indianapolis, Chicago, 
Oakland
Monday’s Games
Green Bay 23, Detroit 22
Thursday, Oct. 17
Kansas City at Denver, 8:20 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 20
Miami at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Houston at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Arizona at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Oakland at Green Bay, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Detroit, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
San Francisco at Washington, 1 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Tennessee, 4:05 
p.m.
Baltimore at Seattle, 4:25 p.m.
New Orleans at Chicago, 4:25 p.m.
Philadelphia at Dallas, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Tampa Bay, Cleveland, 
Carolina, Pittsburgh
Monday, Oct. 21
New England at N.Y. Jets, 8:15 p.m.

PREP FOOTBALL
State polls

The Associated Press Top 10 Florida 
high school football poll, with first-
place votes in parentheses, records, 
rating points and previous rankings:
Class 8A
 Record Pts Prv
1. South Dade (8) 7-0 89 1
2. San. Seminole (1) 7-0 82 2
3. Bartram Trail 7-0 71 3
4. Vero Beach 6-0 60 4
5. Western 6-1 52 5
6. Apopka 5-1 49 6

7. Miami Palmetto 6-1 37 7
8. Deerfield Beach 5-2 26 8
9. Douglas 6-0 13 10
10. Kiss. Osceola 6-1 8 NR
Others receiving votes: Sarasota 
Riverview 3, Palm Beach Gardens 2, 
George Steinbrenner 2, Dr. Phillips 1.
Class 7A
 Record Pts Prv
1. Ft. L. Aquinas (6) 6-0 87 T1
2. Lakeland (3) 8-0 84 T1
3. Armwood 6-1 69 3
4. Palm Beach Lakes 6-0 61 4
5. Edgewater 7-1 58 5
6. Niceville 8-0 42 7
7. Bloomingdale 6-1 30 9
8. Plantation 6-1 26 6
9. Atlantic Comm. 4-2 16 8
10. Lincoln 5-2 9 NR
Others receiving votes: Fleming 
Island 5, Wekiva 3, Viera 2, Tampa 
Bay Tech 2, Venice 1.
Class 6A
 Record Pts Prv
1. Palmetto (5) 7-0 86 2
2. Miami Central (4) 6-2 77 3
3. Columbia 6-1 64 1
4. Naples 7-0 62 4
5. Escambia 7-0 61 5
6. Dillard 8-0 45 6
7. Gaither 7-0 39 7
8. Lake Gibson 7-0 29 8
9. Ponte Vedra 6-1 17 10
10. R.E. Lee 5-2 8 NR
Others receiving votes: Charlotte 2, 
Pensacola Washington 2, Fort Myers 
2, Port Charlotte 1.
Class 5A
 Record Pts Prv
1. Plantation American Heritage (9) 
6-1 90 1
2. Miami Northwestern 5-2 76 
2
3. Lake Wales 7-0 68 3
4. Jones 6-1 66 4
5. Rockledge 6-1 55 5
6. Wakulla 8-0 49 6
7. North Marion 6-1 33 8
8. Dunnellon 6-1 22 7
9. Jesuit 6-2 20 9
10. Ocala Vanguard 4-2 16 10
Others receiving votes: None.
Class 4A
 Record Pts Prv
1. Miami Wash. (8) 6-2 86 1
2. University School 6-1 66 5
3. Cardinal Gibbons 5-2 64 3
4. Cocoa 5-1 63 2
5. Lakewood (1) 8-0 54 4
Others receiving votes: Gulliver 
Prep 13, Lake Highland 8, Delray 
American Heritage 6.
Class 3A
 Record Pts Prv
1. Chaminade-Madonna College Prep 
(9) 6-1 90 1
2. Florida High 7-1 81 2
3. Berkeley Prep 6-1 72 3
4. Bishop Verot 6-1 37 4
5. Pensacola Catholic 7-0 35 NR
Others receiving votes: Fort 
Lauderdale Calvary Christian 20, 
Trinity Christian-Jacksonville 12, 
Calvary Christian-Clearwater 7, Ocala 
Trinity Catholic 6.
Class 2A
 Record Pts Prv
1. Victory Christian (9) 7-0 90 
1
2. University Christian 6-1 81 2
3. Champagnat Cath.  5-2 69 3
4. First Baptist 7-0 56 5
5. Westminster 7-0 36 4
Others receiving votes: Cambridge 
Christian 20, Maclay 8.
Class 1A
 Record Pts Prv
1. Madison County (9) 6-2 90 1
2. Baker School 7-0 76 2
3. Blountstown 8-0 73 3
4. Newberry 6-1 53 NR
5. Sneads 7-0 30 NR
Others receiving votes: Lafayette 

13, Taylor County 12, Dixie County 7, 
Vernon 6.

NHL
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Buffalo 6 5 0 1 11 25 13
Boston 6 5 1 0 10 16 10
Toronto 7 4 2 1 9 28 24
Tampa Bay 6 3 2 1 7 23 18
Detroit 5 3 2 0 6 16 16
Florida 6 2 2 2 6 19 24
Montreal 6 2 2 2 6 22 24
Ottawa 5 1 4 0 2 12 19
Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Carolina 6 5 1 0 10 24 16
Pittsburgh 6 4 2 0 8 25 16
Washington 7 3 2 2 8 22 23
Islanders 6 3 3 0 6 15 17
Philadelphia 3 2 0 1 5 10 6
Rangers 3 2 1 0 4 11 9
Columbus 5 2 3 0 4 11 18
New Jersey 6 0 4 2 2 13 29
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Colorado 5 5 0 0 10 22 12
St. Louis 6 3 1 2 8 19 20
Winnipeg 8 4 4 0 8 26 30
Nashville 5 3 2 0 6 23 21
Chicago 4 1 2 1 3 12 13
Dallas 7 1 5 1 3 13 23
Minnesota 6 1 5 0 2 14 25
Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Edmonton 6 5 1 0 10 23 16
Anaheim 6 4 2 0 8 13 10
Vegas 6 4 2 0 8 24 14
Arizona 5 2 2 1 5 11 9
Calgary 6 2 3 1 5 15 20
Vancouver 4 2 2 0 4 13 10
Los Angeles 5 2 3 0 4 20 26
San Jose 6 2 4 0 4 13 22
NOTE: Two points for a win, one 
point for overtime loss. Top three 
teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to 
playoffs.
Monday’s Games
N.Y. Islanders 3, St. Louis 2, OT
Boston 4, Anaheim 2
Minnesota 2, Ottawa 0
Florida 6, New Jersey 4
Buffalo 4, Dallas 0
Colorado 6, Washington 3
Chicago 3, Edmonton 1
Tuesday’s Games
Tampa Bay 3, Montreal 1
Toronto 4, Minnesota 2
Arizona 4, Winnipeg 2
Philadelphia at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Detroit at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Nashville at Vegas, 10 p.m.
Carolina at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games
Dallas at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Colorado at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Washington, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Edmonton, 9:30 p.m.
Buffalo at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
Carolina at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.
Thursday’s Games
Tampa Bay at Boston, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Montreal, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Vancouver at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Winnipeg, 8 p.m.
Detroit at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Nashville at Arizona, 10 p.m.
Ottawa at Vegas, 10 p.m.
Buffalo at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.
Friday’s Games
Dallas at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Washington, 7 p.m.
Colorado at Florida, 7 p.m.
Columbus at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Detroit at Edmonton, 9 p.m.
Carolina at Anaheim, 10 p.m.

S C O R E B O A R D
TODAY ON TELEVISION

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
8 p.m. ESPN2  South Alabama at Troy

COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL (WOMEN’S)
6 p.m. Big 10  Indiana at Maryland
7 p.m. ESPNU  Kentucky at Tennessee
8 p.m. Big 10  Iowa at Ohio State
 SEC  South Carolina at Florida
9 p.m. ESPNU  Purdue at Nebraska

GOLF
3 p.m. Golf  Senior LPGA Championship
10 p.m. Golf  CJ Cup at Nine Bridges,
   South Korea
2 a.m. (Thu.)  Golf Buick LPGA Shanghai
6 a.m. (Thu.)  Golf Open de France

HORSE RACING
1 p.m. FS2  Belmont Live

MLB PLAYOFFS
8 p.m. FS1  ALCS game 4: Astros at
   Yankees

NBA PRESEASON
8 p.m. ESPN  Hawks at Knicks
10:30 p.m.  ESPN  Warriors at Lakers

NHL
7 p.m. NBCSN  Avalanche at Penguins
9:30 p.m. NBCSN  Flyers at Oilers

TENNIS
7:30 p.m., 4 a.m. (Thu), 6 a.m. (Thu) 
 Tennis  Luxemborg Cup

Baseball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6A

DISTRICT ROUNDUP

FANTASY 5  3-6-7-26-29 MEGA MILLIONS   4-12-14-35-70    BALL 2     x 2FLORIDA LOTTERY TUESDAY
MIDDAY  PICK 2 0-5 
EVENING PICK 2 6-0 

MIDDAY  PICK 3 5-4-8 
EVENING PICK 3 2-9-1 

MIDDAY  PICK 5 2-9-9-8-1 
EVENING PICK 5 1-0-9-6-8 

MIDDAY  PICK 4 1-9-2-2 
EVENING PICK 4 2-8-5-5 

JACKPOT TRIPLE PLAY  2-14-16-17-40-44 CASH 4 LIFE  4-12-42-49-58   BALL 3 

Raiders claim
district title shot

Palatka Daily News
For the sixth time in the last seven falls, the Crescent 

City High School volleyball team will play for a district 
championship.

But the Raiders will get to have that chance at a champi-
onship with a coach other than the legendary Holly 
Pickens.

At home Tuesday night, the Raiders advanced to the 
District 8-1A championship game after taking down win-
less Hawthorne, 25-13, 25-16, 25-9, in the semifinals.

In beating the Hornets for the third time this season, 
Kaelie Heston, one of two freshmen setters on the roster, 
handed out eight assists and served up five aces. Aniya 
Hardy had a big game up front with eight kills, three aces 
and eight digs, Jenny Perez put up seven kills and Emily 
Cendrowska added four kills.

“Tonight’s win was very exciting,” said Ashley Jones, the 
Raiders’ second-year head coach who took over for 
Pickens, who retired after the 2017 season, putting in 35 
seasons and scoring 434 wins. “We can’t wait for Thursday’s 
game.”

That game will be at home as the top-seeded Raiders 
will take on No. 2 seed Fort Meade after the Miners swept 
away No. 3 seed Wildwood, at home, 25-12, 25-13, 25-15.

The final will be a matchup of under-.500 teams with 
the Raiders going in at 7-13 and the Miners at 7-9.

“The girls and I feel we can win the district champion-
ship,” said Jones, who played for Pickens in the mid-2000s . 
“To win the district championship this year would be 
amazing since I only have two seniors (Perez and Layla 
Jones) and most of my girls will be returning next season. 
It would be such motivation to work even harder next sea-
son with the knowledge of what we could accomplish.”

The Raiders have not won a district title since Pickens 
won the last of her five championships in 2013. 

BOYS GOLF
n The season came to an end for Palatka High in the 

District 3-2A Tournament at the Palatka Municipal Golf 
Club as the Panthers finished tied with Orange Park for 
sixth place with a 410.

Palm Coast Matanzas won the district title with a com-
bined 335, while Menendez came in second at 349 and 
Alachua Santa Fe was third at 357.

Braden Feagin was the top Panther golfer on the day 
with a 96, followed by Cayden Annis shooting a 101, 
Jondyn Guthrie coming up with a 104 and Reese Symonds 
ending up at 109.

Menendez’s Jason Duff won the team title, shooting a 
73.

EXTRA POINTS
There is a bunch of second-year coaches off to 

rocky starts and some fans have already had enough. 
The list includes Chip Kelly (UCLA), Willie Taggart 
(Florida State), Jeremy Pruitt (Tennessee), Chad 
Morris (Arkansas), Joe Moorhead (Mississippi State) 
and even Scott Frost (Nebraska). Firing a coach after 
two seasons is unlikely even in an age where patience 
is nearly nonexistent. Of this group, maybe Taggart 
could get Florida State officials to seriously consider 
a $17 million buyout if the Seminoles (3-3) miss out 
on a bowl game again.

Raloh D. Russo covers college football for The Associated Press.

In the meantime, remember this, ye fans with short 
memories.  The most fun I’ve seen in Doak Campbell 
has been the last couple of home games – where the 
crowds have been noisy and stayed to the end. This is 
also a team – if coaches handle this correctly – where 
there should be no hangover from losing to 
Clemson.  The goal is a winning season and a bowl 
game.

That’s all still possible.  

Kerry Dunning covers Florida State for the Palatka Daily News.

Russo
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Jaguars send Ramsey to Rams for three draft picks
By GreG Beacham

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The Los Angeles Rams 
acquired Jalen Ramsey from the Jaguars on 
Tuesday night, ending the star cornerback’s 
tumultuous tenure in Jacksonville with a 
trade to the defending NFC champions.

Jacksonville got first-round picks from the 
Rams in 2020 and 2021, along with a fourth-
round pick in 2021.

Ramsey is one of the NFL’s elite defensive 
backs, earning two Pro Bowl selections and 
one first-team All-Pro nod in three seasons 
with Jaguars. The fifth overall pick in the 
2016 draft has nine career interceptions 
along with innumerable conflicts with his 
coaches, the front office and the Jags’ oppo-
nents.

One month after he requested a trade, 

Ramsey is off to the West Coast to join Aaron 
Donald on the Rams’ defense.

Ramsey has missed the Jaguars’ last three 
games with an apparent back injury, but he 
returned to practice last week. He’ll probably 
need to play immediately with the Rams 
(3-3), who are without both of their usual 
starting cornerbacks as they head to Atlanta 
this weekend.

The defending NFC champions traded 
cornerback Marcus Peters to Baltimore ear-
lier in the day, getting depth linebacker 
Kenny Young for a two-time Pro Bowl selec-
tion who will be a free agent next year. Los 
Angeles also put cornerback Aqib Talib on 
injured reserve Monday after he missed last 
weekend’s loss to San Francisco with a rib 
injury.

Ramsey had never missed a start in his 
professional career before his current injury, 

but that was about the only certainty around 
the Tennessee native who once committed to 
USC, only to end up at Florida State.

Ramsey’s relationship with the Jaguars 
frayed in recent months. He had a public spat 
on the sideline with coach Doug Marrone in 
Week 2 at Houston, and he clashed with per-
sonnel chief Tom Coughlin after the game.

The Jags made their move five days after 
owner Shad Khan said he had a “heart to 
heart” with Ramsey and expected him to play 
against New Orleans last weekend. Ramsey 
didn’t, prompting Khan’s decision to move on 
from the disgruntled defender.

Ramsey is under contract through the 
2020 season after the Jaguars exercised his 
fifth-year, $13.7 million option in April — at 
the same time Ramsey apparently was upset-
ting Coughlin by skipping the Jags’ voluntary 
offseason workouts.

Firing 67 for the win were Bill 
Bass, Dave Essler  and Larry 
McKenzie, while Jerry Peterson, 
R a n d y  P e t e r s o n  a n d  J i m 
Singleton were runners-up at 70. 
Ben Barr was closest to the pin 
champ on No. 2… 

Viking Athletic Association 
t o u r n e y  o n  t h e  h o r i z o n . 
Organizers for a another tradi-
tionally big event are busy insur-
ing that happens again, as the Oct. 
26 St. Johns River State College 
Athletic Association plays host to 
its annual tournament .

The numerous athletes repre-
senting SJRSC baseball, softball 

and volleyball programs are sup-
ported by this tournament, which 
always brings around 20 teams to 
the Municipal Golf Course.

In addition to helping a great 
cause, another unusual plus in this 
tournament are the cash prizes 
awarded to both gross and net 
teams, as champs in both gross 
and net divisions go home with 
$400. There’s also $50 for both the 
Long Drive champ on No. 9, plus 
and winners of closest to the pin 
on all par 3s.

Cost is $250 per foursome, or 
$62.50 per player. For more infor-
mation, call the SJRSC Athletic 
Association at (386) 312-4162…

Veterans honored Nov. 9. The 
8th annual Veterans Appreciation 
Tournament is on the Municipal 
Course calendar for Saturday, 
Nov. 9.

Sponsored by VFW Post 3349, a 
variety of veteran’s programs will 
benefit from proceeds raised at 
the tournament.

Play begins at 9 a.m., with cost 
to take part $50. 

Last year’s winners who carded 
10 under par 60 were Larr y 
Markel, Bob Wisely, Meg Rose 
and Bob Balzik. 

Lunch, door prizes and awards 
will be handed out at Post 3349 
after the tournament…

President’s Cup coming. The 
Palatka Men’s Golf Association-
sponsored President’s Cup is on 
the MC calendar for Nov. 23.

With Player of the Year points 
on the line, this tourney is indi-
vidual stroke play, full handicap. 
For more information, contact the 
clubhouse at (386) 329-0141…

Ladies Day results. Pat Hain 

and Joyce Oliver were 1-2 in the 
low putts game for the Palatka 
Women’s Golf Association game, 
held last Thursday morning at the 
MC. Hain also was CTP on No. 
18…

South Putnam news. Larry 
McKenzie, John Wilken and 
Dave Essler shot 33 to win the 
Oct. 9 scramble at The Oaks Golf 
Club. Wilken was closest to the 
pin on No. 2.

The Oct. 11 scramble ended in 
a tie, with the teams of Debbie 
Peterson, Randy Peterson and 
Jerry Peterson, along with Dot 
Sykes, Sean Brunsen and Ken 
Click both came in at 34. Sykes 
and Jerry Peterson shared closest 
to the pin honors on No. 2 as well.

Danny Hood’s golf column appears every 
Wednesday in the Palatka Daily News.

Zephyrhills Christian’s base 
defense is a 3-4 and big up front. 
The Raiders probably have the fast-
er secondary.

“They’ve got about 28 on the 
roster. From that perspective, we 
match up, but they’re definitely 
big,” Williams said.

He’s not concerned about the 
long ride to Zephyrhills, which is 

northeast of Tampa. “We have a 
pretty good history with traveling. 
I think they actually focus more on 
the road,” Williams said.

As it was, the Raiders blocked 
out homecoming distractions in 
last Friday’s 50-0 rout of Umatilla. 
Fourth-year starting quarterback 
and homecoming king Naykee 
Scott completed 7 of 14 passes for 
159 yards and ran 19 times for 114 
yards. The only thing that con-
cerned Williams was the tackling – 
not that Umatilla could take much 
advantage, held to minus two yards 

on the ground.
Scott’s big night was made possi-

ble in large part by the offensive 
line, which starts Alex Hamlin at 
left tackle, Kaleb Young at left 
guard, Colin Mitchner at center, 
Dalton Judd at right guard and 
Austin Hires at right tackle.

Jeremiah Roofe scored the 
Raiders’ last two touchdowns – a 
31-yard interception return and a 
46-yard touchdown return. Back in 
the lineup after a one-game sus-
pension for a controversial crack-
back block Sept. 27 at Jacksonville 

Episcopal, Kevin Williams caught 
three balls for 90 yards and two 
touchdowns. JoQuan Williams was 
identified as a defensive leader and 
freshman Ray Davis went 29 yards 
for a touchdown with his first var-
sity reception.

“We had  a good team win. We’ll 
have to tackle better this week – 
getting off of blocks. Their running 
back’s  more  e lus ive,”  coach 
Williams said. “Our biggest thing is 
to take care of the football – don’t 
fumble, don’t turn it over, make 
them beat us.”

Raiders
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Johns player to reach the World Series.
The last time the World Series came to the nation’s 

capital was 1933, when the Washington Senators lost to 
the New York Giants in five games. The lone baseball 
championship for the city was in 1924, when the 
Senators defeated the Giants.

AL CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
NEW YORK — Gerrit Cole is making his pitch to 

own this October.
A gritty Cole held the New York Yankees scoreless with-

out his sharpest stuff, Jose Altuve sparked Houston at the 
plate and the Astros locked down a 4-1 victory Tuesday to 
take a 2-1 lead in the AL Championship Series.

Altuve and Josh Reddick homered early off Luis 
Severino, who labored into the fifth while keeping the 
Yankees close. But they never broke through against 
Cole, who grinded through seven innings to win his 
19th straight decision despite walking five batters for 
the second time in his career.

“Just boiled down to making some good pitches 
under pressure,” he said.

Cole escaped a bases-loaded jam in the first and 
stranded nine runners through five, improving to 3-0 
with a 0.40 ERA in three playoff outings this year. 
Poised to become a prized free agent who could com-
mand more than $200 million, he’s putting together a 
dominant run that’s beginning to rival some of base-
ball’s greatest postseason pitching performances.


