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Daytona tweaks
Speedweeks:

Clash hits road
N

ASCAR will hit the road for its 
first race in 2021, part of a sched-
ule shakeup that starts at Daytona 
International Speedway.

The track announced several 
changes to the start of the annual rac-
ing season Wednesday. They include 
running the exhibition Busch Clash 
on the 3.56-mile road course that 
winds through the Daytona infield 
and packing seven races as well as 
Daytona 500 pole qualifying into a 
six-day span.

The tweaks eliminate two tradition-
al “dark days” at the track during 
Speedweeks and should provide a bet-
ter fan experience leading into 
NASCAR’s premier event, the Daytona 
500.

“This has been in the works with 
NASCAR for a while,” track President 
Chip Wile told The Associated Press. 
“We really want to continue to evolve. 
Obviously, there’s a ton of fan interest 
around road-course racing. We’ve had 
a road course here since 1959 and we 
feel like what better way to showcase 
the property and differentiate that 
race even more from the Daytona 500 
than running the road course under 
the lights?”

NASCAR teams have pushed for a 
shorter season for years, arguing that 
the 12-week offseason is too short 
given how little downtime there is 
during the racing calendar.

The sanctioning body is expected to 
make significant changes to its 2021 
schedule, which could include more 
short tracks, mid-week races and dou-
ble-headers. Overhauling Speedweeks 
is the first of what’s expected to be 
many new looks ahead.

The week will shape up like this: the 
Clash will run Tuesday night, Feb. 9, 
followed the next day by Daytona 500 
pole qualifying that sets the front row 
for “The Great American Race.” 
Qualifying races that set the rest of the 
field, called the “Duels,” will remain a 
Thursday staple and be run under the 
lights for the eighth consecutive year.

The Trucks Series season opener 
will run Friday night, as usual, with 
the ARCA and second-tier Xfinity 
Series openers running as a dou-
ble-header Saturday. Practices, quali-
fying runs and Daytona 500 media 
day will be sprinkled in throughout 
the week.

Pole qualifying, the Clash and the 
ARCA race typically run the weekend 
before the 500. But NASCAR is start-
ing the Daytona 500 a week earlier 
than normal in 2021. It will run on 
Valentine’s Day, one week after the 
Super Bowl.

Since it was unlikely NASCAR 
would go head-to-head against the 
Super Bowl, it seemed like the obvious 
choice would be to cram Speedweeks 
into a single week.

“We’re not condensing the sched-
ule,” Wile said. “We’re being more effi-
cient. We’ll have the same number of 
track activities and track days. We’re 
just doing it consecutively instead of 
over two weekends.”

Traditionalists surely will gripe. 
After all, some welcomed the allure of 
spending two weeks in sunny Florida, 
where drivers often can be spotted at 
Disney World, the beach and other 
tourist spots.

“I’d miss it,” driver Austin Dillon 
said before the 500, anticipating 
changes. “I like being down here for 
this long. I enjoy this week. I think it’s 
a great start to our season.”

Wile believes starting the week on 
the road course could prompt more 
drivers to enter the Rolex 24 at 
Daytona, a twice-around-the-clock 
sports car race that kicks off the IMSA 
season. Reigning NASCAR champion 
Kyle Busch drove the race in January. 
Seven-time champion Jimmie 
Johnson, Clint Bowyer and Kyle 
Larson also have Rolex experience on 
the road course.

There are three road courses on the 
NASCAR Cup Series schedule: 
Sonoma Raceway in June, Watkins 
Glen International in August and 
Charlotte Motor Speedway in October. 

Palatka Daily News

It was a comedy of errors, albeit 
an unfunny one for the St. Johns 
River State College baseball team 
and none of its errors were official.

Just like that, the Vikings are 0-2 
in the Mid-Florida Conference after 
a 13-5 loss to Lake-Sumter that was 
halted after seven innings by the 
m e r c y  r u l e  a t  T i n d a l l  F i e l d 
Wednesday night.

“Just bad defense,” said SJR State 
coach Ross Jones, whose team is 
16-10 overall and has lost three of its 

last four, the one win an uneven 
effort last Saturday against the 
Rollins College junior varsity. He 
could not remember the last time St. 
Johns started 0-2 in conference.

“They got three hits on mental 
errors. Those three hits turned into 
six runs. Jackson’s (Spiller, the start-
ing pitcher) competing his tail off, 
but he’s gassed and throwing stress-
ful pitches because nobody’s playing 
behind him.”

Misplayed bunts  help ed the 
LakeHawks (13-10, 2-0) to four runs 

in the second inning. The Vikings 
scored four in the home half and got 
a solo home run from Nick Tripp in 
the third inning, but Lake-Sumter 
wasn’t done. The visitors scored in 
every inning but the first and fifth.

Trailing 8-5, SJR State loaded the 
bases with one out in the bottom of 
the fourth, but the inning ended 
with a strikeout and a line drive 
snagged in center field.

“That’s been the story of us. When 
you’re struggling, that’s the kind of 
stuff that happens,” Jones said. “The 

only thing we can do is come back 
(in practice Thursday) and go get 
‘em.”

Tripp was 2-3 with the home run 
and Michael Rosario had a two-run 
single to lead  six-hit offense for the 
Vikings. Charlie Welch, Ben Spittler 
and August Haymaker had one hit 
apiece.

The first of four pitchers, Spiller 
(3-2) took the loss.

St. Johns completes the three-
game set  with Lake-Sumter  in 
Leesburg on Friday.

Mistake-prone St. Johns drops to 0-2 in conference

Air-mailed win from Arizona

GREG OYSTER / Special to the Daily News
Pictured in a Feb. 19 game, Amy 
Kennedy, struck out five and delivered 
the game-winning double for Palatka 
Wednesday night.

Kennedy flies home in time to key 
Palatka’s comeback vs. state 
tournament nemesis Eustis

By Mark BluMenthal
Palatka Daily News

mblumenthal@palatkadailynews.com

Amy Kennedy’s approach was hum-
ble.

But if Wonder Woman weren’t 
already used, that could have described 
the Palatka High School senior softball 
player.

Kennedy came into the game in relief 
in the sixth inning and struck out all five 
batters she faced. Then she delivered the 

game-winning double to the left-center 
field gap in the bottom of the seventh 
inning that pushed the Panthers to a 
dramatic 6-5 victory over Eustis.

And Kennedy did all this after start-
ing her morning in Arizona, and arriv-
ing at the PHS softball field in the sec-
ond inning after flying from Flagstaff to 
Gainesville with a layover in Dallas.

“I wasn’t anticipating playing,” said 
Kennedy, who was visiting family out 
that way. “I talked to my coaches before-
hand because I was flying in. And this 
was an (added) game, so they said, ‘Get 
here whenever you can and we’ll put 
you in as a sub and if you make it, you 
make it, and if you don’t, you don’t.’”

Turns out the Panthers needed 
Kennedy in the first game against Eustis 
(3-3) since losing to the Lake County 

Panthers, 1-0, in last year’s Region 2-5A 
tournament opener at Eustis. Kennedy 
entered the game in the top of the sixth 
inning with one out and Eustis leading 
6-5 after a Cassidy Ross single brought 
in Ari Spinnichia. An error on the hit 
put Ross on second and Ross stole third. 
Kennedy, though, buckled down and 
struck out Payton Prentice and Ainsley 
Perdicans swinging.

The Panthers tied the game in the 
bottom of the sixth inning when Jesenia 
Feggins drilled a line drive off Ross’ shin 
in the pitching circle that ricocheted to 
first baseman Aubrey Ruby, who 
stepped on the base for the out, but 
allowed Brittney Funk to score, who had 
reached on a fielding error by third 

Photo submitted
Seth Bellamy finished third in the 154-pound weight class for Palatka.

Wrestling With Success
Four wrestlers among seven individual champions for Palatka in three-peat
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T
hey’re back.

The wrestlers are back in the fold full-
time with the Palatka High School boys 
weightlifting team and the Panthers are 
back as county champions for the third 

straight year.
PHS coach Dustin Whitlock was careful not to 

draw a straight line between their return this week 
and Wednesday’s decisive victory in the county 
meet, but he agreed that they sure helped.

“My 119 through 139 – Ontarriyus (Reid), 
Drevon (Wallace) and Delton (Nealy) – getting 
them back is making a big difference,” said 
Whitlock after the Panthers racked up seven first 

places and 61 points, easily outscoring Interlachen 
(36) and Crescent City (5). “The guys we were 
missing from wrestling performed way better than 
I thought they would. Wrestling wears the body 
down.”

It was with that in mind that Whitlock allowed 
the one lifter still wrestling – Wallace, a qualifier 
for this weekend’s state meet – to make just two 
attempts per lift instead of the customary three. 
That was still enough for Wallace to post a 350-
pound total (bench press combined with clean and 
jerk) and edge Crescent City’s Anthony Scott by 10 
pounds in the 129-pound weight class.

Gators
a Locke
vs. ‘Dogs
Locke’s 3-pointers spark second-
half surge in 68-54 Florida victory

By Charles OduM
Associated Press

ATHENS, Ga. — If defense is the 
measuring stick, Florida is peaking just 
in time for the postseason.

Noah Locke sank back-to-back 
3-pointers during Florida’s decisive run 
of 10 unanswered points in the second 
half and the Gators strengthened their 
NCAA Tournament hopes by beating 
Georgia 66-54 on Wednesday night.

Keyontae Johnson had 18 points for 
Florida (19-11, 11-6 Southeastern 
Conference), which had to recover after 
trailing by 13 points early in the game. 
The Gators had good reason for confi-
dence. They overcame a 22-point deficit 
in their win over the Bulldogs last 
month.

Locke had 17 points while making 
three 3-pointers.

Georgia had scored 90 or more points 
in back-to-back games, including 
Saturday’s 99-89 win over Arkansas. 
Against Florida’s zone defense, however, 
Georgia struggled.

“That’s as well as we’ve defended all 
year,” said Florida coach Mike White. “… 
It was easy to get these guys’ attention 
defensively. If not, they would have put 
up 90 on us.”

Anthony Edwards had 14 points, 
making only 3 of 10 shots from the field, 
in what is expected to be his final home 
game for Georgia. Edwards, a 6-foot-5 
guard who is the nation’s top freshman 
scorer, is expected to be one of the top 
picks in the NBA draft.

“I don’t ever look at it like it’s my last 
home game,” Edwards said. “No one ever 
knows what I’m doing so I don’t say that.”

Scottie Lewis, who scored 11 points 
and blocked two shots, led the defensive 
effort on Edwards.

“Them getting that zone that they 
were in and packing it in was hard for us, 
because we weren’t prepared for that,” 
Edwards said.

Coach Tom Crean said he was sur-
prised by Edwards’ comment. “We spent 
the majority of the time on the zone the 
past two days,” Crean said.
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NASCAR teams have pushed for a 
shorter season for years, arguing that 
the 12-week offseason is too short 
given how little downtime there is 
during the racing calendar.
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schedule, which could include more 
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is the first of what’s expected to be 
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pole qualifying that sets the front row 
for “The Great American Race.” 
Qualifying races that set the rest of the 
field, called the “Duels,” will remain a 
Thursday staple and be run under the 
lights for the eighth consecutive year.

The Trucks Series season opener 
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the ARCA and second-tier Xfinity 
Series openers running as a dou-
ble-header Saturday. Practices, quali-
fying runs and Daytona 500 media 
day will be sprinkled in throughout 
the week.

Pole qualifying, the Clash and the 
ARCA race typically run the weekend 
before the 500. But NASCAR is start-
ing the Daytona 500 a week earlier 
than normal in 2021. It will run on 
Valentine’s Day, one week after the 
Super Bowl.
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would go head-to-head against the 
Super Bowl, it seemed like the obvious 
choice would be to cram Speedweeks 
into a single week.

“We’re not condensing the sched-
ule,” Wile said. “We’re being more effi-
cient. We’ll have the same number of 
track activities and track days. We’re 
just doing it consecutively instead of 
over two weekends.”

Traditionalists surely will gripe. 
After all, some welcomed the allure of 
spending two weeks in sunny Florida, 
where drivers often can be spotted at 
Disney World, the beach and other 
tourist spots.
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said before the 500, anticipating 
changes. “I like being down here for 
this long. I enjoy this week. I think it’s 
a great start to our season.”
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the road course could prompt more 
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Seven-time champion Jimmie 
Johnson, Clint Bowyer and Kyle 
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the road course.
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It was a comedy of errors, albeit 
an unfunny one for the St. Johns 
River State College baseball team 
and none of its errors were official.

Just like that, the Vikings are 0-2 
in the Mid-Florida Conference after 
a 13-5 loss to Lake-Sumter that was 
halted after seven innings by the 
m e r c y  r u l e  a t  T i n d a l l  F i e l d 
Wednesday night.

“Just bad defense,” said SJR State 
coach Ross Jones, whose team is 
16-10 overall and has lost three of its 

last four, the one win an uneven 
effort last Saturday against the 
Rollins College junior varsity. He 
could not remember the last time St. 
Johns started 0-2 in conference.

“They got three hits on mental 
errors. Those three hits turned into 
six runs. Jackson’s (Spiller, the start-
ing pitcher) competing his tail off, 
but he’s gassed and throwing stress-
ful pitches because nobody’s playing 
behind him.”

Misplayed bunts  help ed the 
LakeHawks (13-10, 2-0) to four runs 

in the second inning. The Vikings 
scored four in the home half and got 
a solo home run from Nick Tripp in 
the third inning, but Lake-Sumter 
wasn’t done. The visitors scored in 
every inning but the first and fifth.

Trailing 8-5, SJR State loaded the 
bases with one out in the bottom of 
the fourth, but the inning ended 
with a strikeout and a line drive 
snagged in center field.

“That’s been the story of us. When 
you’re struggling, that’s the kind of 
stuff that happens,” Jones said. “The 

only thing we can do is come back 
(in practice Thursday) and go get 
‘em.”

Tripp was 2-3 with the home run 
and Michael Rosario had a two-run 
single to lead  six-hit offense for the 
Vikings. Charlie Welch, Ben Spittler 
and August Haymaker had one hit 
apiece.

The first of four pitchers, Spiller 
(3-2) took the loss.

St. Johns completes the three-
game set  with Lake-Sumter  in 
Leesburg on Friday.
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Wednesday night.
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Palatka’s comeback vs. state 
tournament nemesis Eustis

By Mark BluMenthal
Palatka Daily News

mblumenthal@palatkadailynews.com

Amy Kennedy’s approach was hum-
ble.

But if Wonder Woman weren’t 
already used, that could have described 
the Palatka High School senior softball 
player.

Kennedy came into the game in relief 
in the sixth inning and struck out all five 
batters she faced. Then she delivered the 

game-winning double to the left-center 
field gap in the bottom of the seventh 
inning that pushed the Panthers to a 
dramatic 6-5 victory over Eustis.

And Kennedy did all this after start-
ing her morning in Arizona, and arriv-
ing at the PHS softball field in the sec-
ond inning after flying from Flagstaff to 
Gainesville with a layover in Dallas.

“I wasn’t anticipating playing,” said 
Kennedy, who was visiting family out 
that way. “I talked to my coaches before-
hand because I was flying in. And this 
was an (added) game, so they said, ‘Get 
here whenever you can and we’ll put 
you in as a sub and if you make it, you 
make it, and if you don’t, you don’t.’”

Turns out the Panthers needed 
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(3-3) since losing to the Lake County 

Panthers, 1-0, in last year’s Region 2-5A 
tournament opener at Eustis. Kennedy 
entered the game in the top of the sixth 
inning with one out and Eustis leading 
6-5 after a Cassidy Ross single brought 
in Ari Spinnichia. An error on the hit 
put Ross on second and Ross stole third. 
Kennedy, though, buckled down and 
struck out Payton Prentice and Ainsley 
Perdicans swinging.

The Panthers tied the game in the 
bottom of the sixth inning when Jesenia 
Feggins drilled a line drive off Ross’ shin 
in the pitching circle that ricocheted to 
first baseman Aubrey Ruby, who 
stepped on the base for the out, but 
allowed Brittney Funk to score, who had 
reached on a fielding error by third 
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T
hey’re back.

The wrestlers are back in the fold full-
time with the Palatka High School boys 
weightlifting team and the Panthers are 
back as county champions for the third 

straight year.
PHS coach Dustin Whitlock was careful not to 

draw a straight line between their return this week 
and Wednesday’s decisive victory in the county 
meet, but he agreed that they sure helped.

“My 119 through 139 – Ontarriyus (Reid), 
Drevon (Wallace) and Delton (Nealy) – getting 
them back is making a big difference,” said 
Whitlock after the Panthers racked up seven first 

places and 61 points, easily outscoring Interlachen 
(36) and Crescent City (5). “The guys we were 
missing from wrestling performed way better than 
I thought they would. Wrestling wears the body 
down.”

It was with that in mind that Whitlock allowed 
the one lifter still wrestling – Wallace, a qualifier 
for this weekend’s state meet – to make just two 
attempts per lift instead of the customary three. 
That was still enough for Wallace to post a 350-
pound total (bench press combined with clean and 
jerk) and edge Crescent City’s Anthony Scott by 10 
pounds in the 129-pound weight class.

Gators
a Locke
vs. ‘Dogs
Locke’s 3-pointers spark second-
half surge in 68-54 Florida victory

By Charles OduM
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ATHENS, Ga. — If defense is the 
measuring stick, Florida is peaking just 
in time for the postseason.

Noah Locke sank back-to-back 
3-pointers during Florida’s decisive run 
of 10 unanswered points in the second 
half and the Gators strengthened their 
NCAA Tournament hopes by beating 
Georgia 66-54 on Wednesday night.

Keyontae Johnson had 18 points for 
Florida (19-11, 11-6 Southeastern 
Conference), which had to recover after 
trailing by 13 points early in the game. 
The Gators had good reason for confi-
dence. They overcame a 22-point deficit 
in their win over the Bulldogs last 
month.

Locke had 17 points while making 
three 3-pointers.

Georgia had scored 90 or more points 
in back-to-back games, including 
Saturday’s 99-89 win over Arkansas. 
Against Florida’s zone defense, however, 
Georgia struggled.

“That’s as well as we’ve defended all 
year,” said Florida coach Mike White. “… 
It was easy to get these guys’ attention 
defensively. If not, they would have put 
up 90 on us.”

Anthony Edwards had 14 points, 
making only 3 of 10 shots from the field, 
in what is expected to be his final home 
game for Georgia. Edwards, a 6-foot-5 
guard who is the nation’s top freshman 
scorer, is expected to be one of the top 
picks in the NBA draft.

“I don’t ever look at it like it’s my last 
home game,” Edwards said. “No one ever 
knows what I’m doing so I don’t say that.”

Scottie Lewis, who scored 11 points 
and blocked two shots, led the defensive 
effort on Edwards.

“Them getting that zone that they 
were in and packing it in was hard for us, 
because we weren’t prepared for that,” 
Edwards said.

Coach Tom Crean said he was sur-
prised by Edwards’ comment. “We spent 
the majority of the time on the zone the 
past two days,” Crean said.
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