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MARK BLUMENTHAL

Winning 200
(and losing 224)
with what he has
F

or the record, the first win was 
against St. Augustine, 11-3, on 
March 5, 2003. Stephanie Laney 
earned the victory and went 2-for-

3 with a run and an RBI. Jackie McKinley 
was 2-for-3 with three runs scored. And 
getting one hit and two RBI in that victory 
was a sophomore third baseman-catch-
er-pitcher named Tonya Hays.

The win was also the first after 
starting the season 0-3 for the 
Interlachen High School team’s new 
softball coach, Ron Whitehurst. As a 
matter of fact, you can look the story 
up in the Daily News ... no mention of 
the fact it was his first win. Don’t 
worry about it – we didn’t miss his 
200th win. It was easier than the first 
win was 17 years and a day earlier.

The Rams cruised to a three-inning, 
18-3 triumph over struggling Crescent 
City in the opening round of the All-
Putnam County Tournament, the first 
tournament game played in the event 
in 16 years. After the game was over 
and Whitehurst gave plaudits to his 
players for all they did, one of his 
assistant coaches handed him the 
game ball for his 200th win, reiterat-
ing the fact he did not swing a bat or 
throw a ball or steal a base to get those 
200 wins.

The players and that assistant coach 
– Tonya Hays Troiano – understood 
where the 55-year-old head coach was 
coming from.

“I’ve averaged 12-13 wins a year,” 
Whitehurst said. “I don’t get talent 
from everywhere. I have the kids that I 
get and that’s what we’ve learned to do 
... play with the kids we have.”

And that might be a reason when 
you look at Whitehurst’s record –200-
224 – it says he’s 24 games under .500 
for his career. After winning back-to-
back district championships in 2007-
08 with talented players such as Jessica 
Byrd, Kim Traxler and Whitehurst’s 
daughter, Brittani, the Rams kept 
being put in challenging districts, first 
with powerful teams such as Bradford, 
Keystone Heights, Fort White and 
Baker County. Then later in the last 
decade, they were sent up against 
Jacksonville private school powers 
such as Trinity Christian, Episcopal 
and Providence with Trinity Christian 
winning back-to-back state champi-
onships.

Yet, Whitehurst, the athletic direc-
tor at IHS since late 2009, has stayed 
the course and not asked to be re-dis-
tricted to be an easier situation.

“You keep grinding,” he said. “You 
play who you play in front of you. 
That’s how I’ve always played.”

The IHS Class of 1982 salutatorian, 
Whitehurst took over for Dwayne Cox 
as coach in 2003, both switching roles 
as Cox became junior varsity coach 
and Whitehurst head coach. He said 
he never set a timetable as to when 
enough was enough.

“As long as I’m still having fun and 
the kids are still having fun, I’ll still be 
doing this,” he said. “The day I don’t 
feel they’re having fun and I’m doing 
something wrong, then I’m done.”

In challenging districts, Putnam 
County coaches winning 200 games in 
a career is a big deal. The last coach to 
cross the 200-win threshold was IHS 
boys basketball coach C.S. Belton, but 
the longtime Rams’ hoops mentor 
didn’t get to his milestone until the 
start of his 19th season and he, too, 
has a career record under .500.

When asked if he can remember his 
most memorable or favorite victory, 
Whitehurst thought about it awhile, 
then went back to that April afternoon 
in 2007 when senior right fielder 
Caitlin Hagan, a former Palatka High 
player, made a diving catch to keep the 
Rams ahead and ultimately beat 
Keystone Heights, 3-2, for the District 
7-3A title, the first for Whitehurst.

At this point, each season is a “one-
year-at-a-time” scenario for 
Whitehurst. But he has a good group 
of talented players coming back next 
year to put more wins up ... and per-
haps make more memories.

Palatka and Interlachen club county rivals Friday

MARK BLUMENTHAL / Palatka Daily News
Interlachen coach Ron Whitehurst is applauded by players after recording his 
200th career victory.

Four more games in All-Putnam 
tournament today at PHS

Palatka Daily News
The Palatka and Interlachen soft-

ball teams opened play in the All-
Putnam County tournament at 
Palatka High School, the first one 
held in 16 years, with relative ease 
Friday.

Palatka rode a 15-hit attack in 
t a k i n g  d o w n  Pe n i e l  B ap t i s t 
Academy, 11-1, while Interlachen 
defeated Crescent City, 18-3, in 2 
1/2 innings for Rams coach Ron 
Whitehurst’s 200th career victory.

Amy Kennedy delivered a two-
run home run and Macy Gaskin 
added a two-run triple in a Palatka 
six-run first inning that set the tone 
in the nightcap of the doubleheader. 
Gaskin finished 3-for-4 with three 
RBI and two runs scored, while 
Kortnee Booth went 3-for-4 with a 
run for the Panthers (5-1). Makenzie 
Clemons was 2-for-4 with a run and 
Carlie Drew finished 2-for-3 with a 

run and an RBI. Jesenia Feggins, 
Kenne dy,  Ju l i a  Huds on,  Jaden 
Musgrove and Bailee Driggers added 

a hit each.
Brittney Funk improved to 2-1 by 

allowing six hits, walking none and 

striking out seven Warriors.
Summer Langston was 2-for-3 with 

an RBI, while sisters Alexis and Alyssa 
Wallace, Dylana Lynn and Brook 
Williams all  had one hit for the 
Warriors (1-3).

In the first game, Interlachen (4-1) 
scored 11 first-inning runs, then 
added seven more in the second to 
take care of the 1-4 Raiders.

Alyssa Livingstone went 2-for-2 
with three runs and two RBI, while 
Dixie Smith finished 2-for-2 with two 
runs and three RBI. Sage Culpan, 
Sierra Boynton, Briana Degeyter, 
Natalie Valdez, Janae Green and Tayler 
Browns had one hit  each. Halie 
Gutierrez went the first inning of the 
game and got the win.

Aniya Hardy finished 2-for-2 with a 
run scored for the Raiders, while 
Kalelie Haston, Autumn Crosby and 
Reagan Gardner added one hit each.

Today’s schedule at PHS sees Palatka 
facing Crescent City at 10 a.m., 
Interlachen playing Peniel at noon, 
Crescent City and Peniel playing at 2 
p.m. and Interlachen and Palatka fac-
ing off with one another at 4 p.m.

Putnam County Baseball Tournament

GREG OYSTER / Special to the Daily News
Junior lefthander Layton DeLoach set a personal single-game record with 15 strikeouts Friday night.

Pitchers Prevail at Panthers’ Place
Palatka’s DeLoach and Germany, Crescent City’s Hamling, combine for 31 strikeouts in two no-hitters

By Andy HAll
Palatka Daily News

ahall@palatkadailynews.com

A
nd in the seventh inning, he rested.

But not before Layton DeLoach 
created a  world of  t rouble  for 
Interlachen, striking out 15 and walk-
ing one over six innings before 

Jonathan Germany completed the no-hitter in 
the seventh as the Palatka Panthers laid right-
ful claim to the Putnam County baseball 
championship with an 8-0 victory over the 
Rams on a cool Friday night at the Azalea 
Bowl.

It was the second career no-hitter started by 
DeLoach, a junior lefthander who topped his 
previous strikeout record by two. It was also 

the second no-hitter of the day at the Bowl as 
Crescent City’s Hank Hamling struck out 14 in 
a 15-0, five-inning wipeout of Peniel Baptist 
Academy in the consolation game.

Palatka is out to a 5-1 start. Interlachen is 
4-3, Crescent City 2-5 and Peniel 0-5.

DeLoach (2-0) began his night with his only 
walk and had three-ball counts on three more 
Rams over the first two innings, but the strike-
outs kept on coming. The Rams didn’t give 
Palatka’s defense anything to do until Kody 
Shrouder grounded to second for the second 
out in the fourth inning.

“He was on. He threw all his pitches for 
strikes,” said PHS coach Alan Rick. “I thought 
Interlachen would do a little better based on 
their averages in MaxPreps, but when he’s on, 
he’s on.”

“I just stayed with my fastball. I figured that 
out in the second inning,” DeLoach said.

Nevertheless, Rick pulled DeLoach for 
Germany in the seventh, DeLoach having 
thrown 91 pitches for a coach who prefers to 
keep his pitchers to 90. He also said he wanted 
to get Germany some work and the sophomore 
righthander responded with two strikeouts in 
a 1-2-3 inning.

The Rams only hit two balls out of the 
infield.

It was a humbling case of role reversal for 
Interlachen, which had Shrouder and Nathan 
Bass combine for a no-hitter Tuesday in 
Crescent City, one night after the Raiders had 
gotten 11 hits.

Vikings snap out of it, get first conference win at windy Lake-Sumter
Palatka Daily News

A fierce wind was blowing on off the 
lake that guards the outfield at the 
Lake-Sumter State College baseball 
field Friday afternoon.

How fierce? “We had a couple of 
balls that could have gone out,” said St. 
Johns River State College coach Ross 
Jones. “Chase’s (Sanguinetti) was an 
absolute bomb and it barely got out. We 
didn’t know it was a home run until the 

right fielder came down without the 
ball.”

Good thing for the Vikings and 
Sanguinetti, whose fourth-inning shot 
turned out to be the difference in a 3-2 
victory as they salvaged the third game 
of their Mid-Florida Conference game 
with the LakeHawks. St. Johns (17-10, 
1-2) had lost three of its last four, blow-
ing a late lead Monday in Leesburg and 
playing atrocious defense in a 13-5 

beating at home on Wednesday.
“It was a much-needed win, no 

doubt about that,” Jones said. “It was 
good to get the monkey off our back 
and win a 3-2 game after they had the 
tying run at second in the ninth.”

Lake-Sumter (13-11, 2-0) got its two 
runs in the second, after which Jason 
Gonzalez (3-0) settled in to throw four 
scoreless innings. He struck out two, 
walked three and allowed five hits over 

six innings before Jackson Hodnick 
took over and got his second save. 
Hodnick struck out four, walked one 
and allowed one hit. 

The hit came leading off the bottom 
of the ninth. A bunt put the tying run 
in scoring position before Hodnick 
closed the door with a popup and a 
strikeout.

See BLUMENTHAL, Page 7A
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See VIKINGS, Page 7A
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Winning 200
(and losing 224)
with what he has
F

or the record, the first win was 
against St. Augustine, 11-3, on 
March 5, 2003. Stephanie Laney 
earned the victory and went 2-for-

3 with a run and an RBI. Jackie McKinley 
was 2-for-3 with three runs scored. And 
getting one hit and two RBI in that victory 
was a sophomore third baseman-catch-
er-pitcher named Tonya Hays.

The win was also the first after 
starting the season 0-3 for the 
Interlachen High School team’s new 
softball coach, Ron Whitehurst. As a 
matter of fact, you can look the story 
up in the Daily News ... no mention of 
the fact it was his first win. Don’t 
worry about it – we didn’t miss his 
200th win. It was easier than the first 
win was 17 years and a day earlier.

The Rams cruised to a three-inning, 
18-3 triumph over struggling Crescent 
City in the opening round of the All-
Putnam County Tournament, the first 
tournament game played in the event 
in 16 years. After the game was over 
and Whitehurst gave plaudits to his 
players for all they did, one of his 
assistant coaches handed him the 
game ball for his 200th win, reiterat-
ing the fact he did not swing a bat or 
throw a ball or steal a base to get those 
200 wins.

The players and that assistant coach 
– Tonya Hays Troiano – understood 
where the 55-year-old head coach was 
coming from.

“I’ve averaged 12-13 wins a year,” 
Whitehurst said. “I don’t get talent 
from everywhere. I have the kids that I 
get and that’s what we’ve learned to do 
... play with the kids we have.”

And that might be a reason when 
you look at Whitehurst’s record –200-
224 – it says he’s 24 games under .500 
for his career. After winning back-to-
back district championships in 2007-
08 with talented players such as Jessica 
Byrd, Kim Traxler and Whitehurst’s 
daughter, Brittani, the Rams kept 
being put in challenging districts, first 
with powerful teams such as Bradford, 
Keystone Heights, Fort White and 
Baker County. Then later in the last 
decade, they were sent up against 
Jacksonville private school powers 
such as Trinity Christian, Episcopal 
and Providence with Trinity Christian 
winning back-to-back state champi-
onships.

Yet, Whitehurst, the athletic direc-
tor at IHS since late 2009, has stayed 
the course and not asked to be re-dis-
tricted to be an easier situation.

“You keep grinding,” he said. “You 
play who you play in front of you. 
That’s how I’ve always played.”

The IHS Class of 1982 salutatorian, 
Whitehurst took over for Dwayne Cox 
as coach in 2003, both switching roles 
as Cox became junior varsity coach 
and Whitehurst head coach. He said 
he never set a timetable as to when 
enough was enough.

“As long as I’m still having fun and 
the kids are still having fun, I’ll still be 
doing this,” he said. “The day I don’t 
feel they’re having fun and I’m doing 
something wrong, then I’m done.”

In challenging districts, Putnam 
County coaches winning 200 games in 
a career is a big deal. The last coach to 
cross the 200-win threshold was IHS 
boys basketball coach C.S. Belton, but 
the longtime Rams’ hoops mentor 
didn’t get to his milestone until the 
start of his 19th season and he, too, 
has a career record under .500.

When asked if he can remember his 
most memorable or favorite victory, 
Whitehurst thought about it awhile, 
then went back to that April afternoon 
in 2007 when senior right fielder 
Caitlin Hagan, a former Palatka High 
player, made a diving catch to keep the 
Rams ahead and ultimately beat 
Keystone Heights, 3-2, for the District 
7-3A title, the first for Whitehurst.

At this point, each season is a “one-
year-at-a-time” scenario for 
Whitehurst. But he has a good group 
of talented players coming back next 
year to put more wins up ... and per-
haps make more memories.

Palatka and Interlachen club county rivals Friday

MARK BLUMENTHAL / Palatka Daily News
Interlachen coach Ron Whitehurst is applauded by players after recording his 
200th career victory.

Four more games in All-Putnam 
tournament today at PHS

Palatka Daily News
The Palatka and Interlachen soft-

ball teams opened play in the All-
Putnam County tournament at 
Palatka High School, the first one 
held in 16 years, with relative ease 
Friday.

Palatka rode a 15-hit attack in 
t a k i n g  d o w n  Pe n i e l  B ap t i s t 
Academy, 11-1, while Interlachen 
defeated Crescent City, 18-3, in 2 
1/2 innings for Rams coach Ron 
Whitehurst’s 200th career victory.

Amy Kennedy delivered a two-
run home run and Macy Gaskin 
added a two-run triple in a Palatka 
six-run first inning that set the tone 
in the nightcap of the doubleheader. 
Gaskin finished 3-for-4 with three 
RBI and two runs scored, while 
Kortnee Booth went 3-for-4 with a 
run for the Panthers (5-1). Makenzie 
Clemons was 2-for-4 with a run and 
Carlie Drew finished 2-for-3 with a 

run and an RBI. Jesenia Feggins, 
Kenne dy,  Ju l i a  Huds on,  Jaden 
Musgrove and Bailee Driggers added 

a hit each.
Brittney Funk improved to 2-1 by 

allowing six hits, walking none and 

striking out seven Warriors.
Summer Langston was 2-for-3 with 

an RBI, while sisters Alexis and Alyssa 
Wallace, Dylana Lynn and Brook 
Williams all  had one hit for the 
Warriors (1-3).

In the first game, Interlachen (4-1) 
scored 11 first-inning runs, then 
added seven more in the second to 
take care of the 1-4 Raiders.

Alyssa Livingstone went 2-for-2 
with three runs and two RBI, while 
Dixie Smith finished 2-for-2 with two 
runs and three RBI. Sage Culpan, 
Sierra Boynton, Briana Degeyter, 
Natalie Valdez, Janae Green and Tayler 
Browns had one hit  each. Halie 
Gutierrez went the first inning of the 
game and got the win.

Aniya Hardy finished 2-for-2 with a 
run scored for the Raiders, while 
Kalelie Haston, Autumn Crosby and 
Reagan Gardner added one hit each.

Today’s schedule at PHS sees Palatka 
facing Crescent City at 10 a.m., 
Interlachen playing Peniel at noon, 
Crescent City and Peniel playing at 2 
p.m. and Interlachen and Palatka fac-
ing off with one another at 4 p.m.

Putnam County Baseball Tournament

GREG OYSTER / Special to the Daily News
Junior lefthander Layton DeLoach set a personal single-game record with 15 strikeouts Friday night.

Pitchers Prevail at Panthers’ Place
Palatka’s DeLoach and Germany, Crescent City’s Hamling, combine for 31 strikeouts in two no-hitters

By Andy HAll
Palatka Daily News

ahall@palatkadailynews.com

A
nd in the seventh inning, he rested.

But not before Layton DeLoach 
created a  world of  t rouble  for 
Interlachen, striking out 15 and walk-
ing one over six innings before 

Jonathan Germany completed the no-hitter in 
the seventh as the Palatka Panthers laid right-
ful claim to the Putnam County baseball 
championship with an 8-0 victory over the 
Rams on a cool Friday night at the Azalea 
Bowl.

It was the second career no-hitter started by 
DeLoach, a junior lefthander who topped his 
previous strikeout record by two. It was also 

the second no-hitter of the day at the Bowl as 
Crescent City’s Hank Hamling struck out 14 in 
a 15-0, five-inning wipeout of Peniel Baptist 
Academy in the consolation game.

Palatka is out to a 5-1 start. Interlachen is 
4-3, Crescent City 2-5 and Peniel 0-5.

DeLoach (2-0) began his night with his only 
walk and had three-ball counts on three more 
Rams over the first two innings, but the strike-
outs kept on coming. The Rams didn’t give 
Palatka’s defense anything to do until Kody 
Shrouder grounded to second for the second 
out in the fourth inning.

“He was on. He threw all his pitches for 
strikes,” said PHS coach Alan Rick. “I thought 
Interlachen would do a little better based on 
their averages in MaxPreps, but when he’s on, 
he’s on.”

“I just stayed with my fastball. I figured that 
out in the second inning,” DeLoach said.

Nevertheless, Rick pulled DeLoach for 
Germany in the seventh, DeLoach having 
thrown 91 pitches for a coach who prefers to 
keep his pitchers to 90. He also said he wanted 
to get Germany some work and the sophomore 
righthander responded with two strikeouts in 
a 1-2-3 inning.

The Rams only hit two balls out of the 
infield.

It was a humbling case of role reversal for 
Interlachen, which had Shrouder and Nathan 
Bass combine for a no-hitter Tuesday in 
Crescent City, one night after the Raiders had 
gotten 11 hits.

Vikings snap out of it, get first conference win at windy Lake-Sumter
Palatka Daily News

A fierce wind was blowing on off the 
lake that guards the outfield at the 
Lake-Sumter State College baseball 
field Friday afternoon.

How fierce? “We had a couple of 
balls that could have gone out,” said St. 
Johns River State College coach Ross 
Jones. “Chase’s (Sanguinetti) was an 
absolute bomb and it barely got out. We 
didn’t know it was a home run until the 

right fielder came down without the 
ball.”

Good thing for the Vikings and 
Sanguinetti, whose fourth-inning shot 
turned out to be the difference in a 3-2 
victory as they salvaged the third game 
of their Mid-Florida Conference game 
with the LakeHawks. St. Johns (17-10, 
1-2) had lost three of its last four, blow-
ing a late lead Monday in Leesburg and 
playing atrocious defense in a 13-5 

beating at home on Wednesday.
“It was a much-needed win, no 

doubt about that,” Jones said. “It was 
good to get the monkey off our back 
and win a 3-2 game after they had the 
tying run at second in the ninth.”

Lake-Sumter (13-11, 2-0) got its two 
runs in the second, after which Jason 
Gonzalez (3-0) settled in to throw four 
scoreless innings. He struck out two, 
walked three and allowed five hits over 

six innings before Jackson Hodnick 
took over and got his second save. 
Hodnick struck out four, walked one 
and allowed one hit. 

The hit came leading off the bottom 
of the ninth. A bunt put the tying run 
in scoring position before Hodnick 
closed the door with a popup and a 
strikeout.
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CALENDAR
  NOTE: Schedules are submitted by 
schools, leagues and recreation 
departments and are subject to 
change without notice.

SATURDAY, March 7
HIGH SCHOOL

Softball
All-Putnam County Tournament

At Palatka High School
Crescent City vs. Palatka, 10 a.m.
Peniel Baptist vs. Interlachen, noon
Peniel Baptist vs. Crescent City, 2 
p.m.
Interlachen vs. Palatka, 4 p.m.
.

COLLEGE
Baseball

Seminole State at SJR State, 2 p.m.
Softball

SJR State at South Georgia (2), 1 p.m.

MONDAY, March 9
HIGH SCHOOL

Baseball
Crescent City at Wildwood, 6 p.m.
Peniel Baptist at Interlachen, 6 p.m.

Softball
Menendez at Interlachen, 6 p.m.
Peniel Baptist at Bell, 6 p.m.

COLLEGE
Baseball

SJR State at Seminole State, 3 p.m.

TIDES
Palatka City Dock

                     High                  Low
Today       1:04A,1:37P     8:16A,9:01P
March 8    1:59A,3:29P   9:13A,10:50P
March 9    3:52A,4:20P  11:07A,11:37P
March 10  4:44A,5:09P  11:59A,---------

St. Augustine Beach
                      High                Low
Today       5:50A,6:11P  ---------,12:10P
March 8    7:42A,8:04P   12:25A,2:01P
March 9    8:33A,8:55P     2:19A,2:49P
March 10  9:23A,9:47P     3:11A,3:35P

PREP BASEBALL
All-Putnam County Tournament

At The Azalea Bowl
Championship

Palatka 8, Interlachen 0
Interlachen          000 000 0–0   0   2
Palatka                014 012 x–8   9   0
Beasley, Bass (6) and DeRossett, 
Allen (6); DeLoach, Germany (7) and 
Doran; W–DeLoach, 2-0. L–Beasley, 
1-2. 3B–Palatka: Doran; 2B–Palatka: 
Crouse, Sharp.
Records: Interlachen 4-3, Palatka 5-1.

Third-Place Game
Crescent City 15, Peniel Baptist 0

Crescent City          472 02–15   9   1  
Peniel Baptist          000 00– 0   0   7
Hamling and Gray; Stecher, Sullivan 
(2), Dennin (4) and Lassiter, Stecher 
(2); W–Hamling, 1-3. L–Stecher, 0-1. 
2B–Crescent City: Hamling, Delgado, 
Knowles.
Records: Crescent City 2-5, Peniel 
Baptist 0-5.

PREP SOFTBALL
All-Putnam County Tournament

At Palatka High School
Interlachen 18, Crescent City 3

Crescent City              012–  3   5   4
Interlachen              (11)7x–18  10  1
Hardy, Haston (3) and Haston, Hardy 
(3); Gutierrez, Valdez (2), Culpan (3) 
and Smith, Browns; W–Gutierrez, 4-1. 
L–Hardy, 1-3. 3B–Interlachen: 
Livingstone 2, Culpan; 2B–Crescent 
City: Haston; Interlachen: Boynton, 
Smith.
Records: Crescent City 2-3, 
Interlachen 4-1.

Palatka 11, Peniel Baptist 1
Peniel Baptist        100 000–  1   6  2
Palatka                  600 023–11  15  1
Alex. Wallace and Langston; Funk and 
Drew; W–Funk, 2-1. L–Alex. Wallace, 
1-3. HR–Palatka: Kennedy; 3B–
Palatka: Gaskin 2; 2B–Peniel Baptist: 
Alex. Wallace; Palatka: Booth 2, 
Feggins, Hudson.
Records: Peniel Baptist 1-3, Palatka 
5-1.

LOCAL COLLEGE
BASEBALL

SJR State 3, Lake-Sumter 2
SJR State         002 100 000–3  10  0
Lake-Sumter     020 000 000–2   6  0
Gonzalez, Hodnick (7) and Welch; 
Wysocki, Heston (8) and Riehm; W–
Gonzalez, 3-0. L–Wysocki, 2-2. S–
Haodnick, 2. HR–SJR State: 
Sanguinetti.
Records: SJR State 17-10 (1-2), 
Lake-Sumter 13-11 (2-1).

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB
x-Toronto 44 18 .710 —
Boston 42 20 .677 2
Philadelphia 38 25 .603 6½
Brooklyn 28 34 .452 16
New York 19 44 .302 25½
Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB
Miami 40 23 .635 —
Orlando 28 35 .444 12
Washington 23 39 .371 16½
Charlotte 21 41 .339 18½
Atlanta 19 45 .297 21½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
x-Milwaukee 53 9 .855 —
Indiana 38 25 .603 15½
Chicago 21 42 .333 32½
Detroit 20 43 .317 33½
Cleveland 17 45 .274 36
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division
 W L Pct GB
Houston 39 22 .639 —
Dallas 39 25 .609 1½
Memphis 31 32 .492 9
New Orleans 27 36 .429 13
San Antonio 26 35 .426 13
Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB
Denver 42 20 .677 —
Utah 40 22 .645 2
Oklahoma City 39 24 .619 3½
Portland 28 36 .438 15
Minnesota 19 43 .306 23
Pacific Division
 W L Pct GB
L.A. Lakers 47 13 .783 —
L.A. Clippers 43 19 .694 5
Sacramento 27 35 .435 21
Phoenix 25 38 .397 23½
Golden State 14 49 .222 34½
x-clinched playoff spot
Thursday’s Games
Denver 114, Charlotte 112
L.A. Clippers 120, Houston 105
Philadelphia 125, Sacramento 108
Toronto 121, Golden State 113
Friday’s Games
Washington 118, Atlanta 112
Brooklyn 139, San Antonio 120
Oklahoma City 126, New York 103
Indiana 108, Chicago 102
Utah 99, Boston 94
Orlando 132, Minnesota 118

Dallas 121, Memphis 96
New Orleans 110, Miami 104
Phoenix 127, Portland 117
Milwaukee at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Houston at Charlotte, 5 p.m.
Utah at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Denver at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Philadelphia at Golden State, 8:30 p.m.
Sacramento at Portland, 10 p.m.

Magic 132, T’Wolves 118
ORLANDO
Ennis III 1-2 0-0 3, Gordon 6-15 3-6 
15, Vucevic 12-21 3-3 28, Fultz 11-14 
2-5 24, Iwundu 3-5 2-2 8, Clark 0-0 
0-0 0, Ross 7-10 0-0 16, Bamba 1-3 
0-0 3, Augustin 4-7 9-11 18, Carter-
Williams 6-7 4-4 17. Totals 51-84 
23-31 132.
MINNESOTA 
Hernangomez 3-9 1-2 8, Okogie 1-2 
0-0 3, Reid 5-14 5-6 16, Beasley 
14-21 0-0 29, Russell 2-14 1-2 5, 
Culver 3-7 0-0 7, J.Johnson 3-7 1-2 9, 
Layman 5-8 3-3 14, Martin 1-2 0-0 2, 
McLaughlin 6-10 0-0 14, Nowell 3-4 
5-5 11. Totals 46-98 16-20 118.
Orlando 29 36 37 30 — 132
Minnesota 24 31 28 35 — 118
3-Point Goals—Orlando 7-21 (Ross 
2-4, Bamba 1-2, Carter-Williams 1-2, 
Ennis III 1-2, Vucevic 1-2, Augustin 
1-3, Gordon 0-4), Minnesota 10-37 
(McLaughlin 2-4, J.Johnson 2-5, 
Culver 1-3, Layman 1-3, Beasley 1-5, 
Hernangomez 1-5, Reid 1-5, Russell 
0-4). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Orlando 45 (Vucevic 12), 
Minnesota 36 (Hernangomez 8). 

Assists—Orlando 31 (Augustin, 
Carter-Williams, Fultz 5), Minnesota 
30 (McLaughlin 9). Total Fouls—
Orlando 18, Minnesota 21. A—14,315 
(19,356).

NHL
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 68 43 13 12 98 222 169
Tampa Bay 67 42 20 5 89 235 185
Toronto 68 35 24 9 79 235 224
Florida 67 33 26 8 74 225 226
Montreal 69 31 29 9 71 209 213
Buffalo 67 29 30 8 66 191 212
Ottawa 68 24 32 12 60 185 234
Detroit 69 16 48 5 37 138 258
Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Washington 67 40 20 7 87 233 210
Philadelphia 67 40 20 7 87 229 193
Pittsburgh 66 39 21 6 84 215 183
Columbus 68 32 21 15 79 177 182
N.Y. Islanders 66 35 23 8 78 186 185
N.Y. Rangers 67 36 27 4 76 224 211
Carolina 65 35 25 5 75 208 187
New Jersey 67 27 28 12 66 181 221
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
St. Louis 68 40 18 10 90 218 189
Colorado 66 40 18 8 88 226 177
Dallas 67 37 22 8 82 178 172
Winnipeg 69 35 28 6 76 208 199
Minnesota 67 34 26 7 75 212 209
Nashville 67 33 26 8 74 210 215
Chicago 68 31 29 8 70 206 214
Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 69 37 24 8 82 219 206

Edmonton 68 36 24 8 80 217 209
Calgary 68 35 26 7 77 204 208
Vancouver 66 34 26 6 74 216 208
Arizona 68 33 27 8 74 191 180
San Jose 67 29 34 4 62 176 214
Anaheim 67 27 32 8 62 174 214
Los Angeles 67 26 35 6 58 165 206
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs.
Thursday’s Games
Philadelphia 4, Carolina 1
Pittsburgh 4, Buffalo 2
Tampa Bay 4, Montreal 0
N.Y. Rangers 6, Washington 5, OT
Ottawa 4, N.Y. Islanders 3
Boston 2, Florida 1, OT
Nashville 2, Dallas 0
Chicago 4, Edmonton 3
Minnesota 3, San Jose 2
Los Angeles 1, Toronto 0, SO
Friday’s Games
New Jersey 4, St. Louis 2
Detroit 2, Chicago 1
Winnipeg 4, Vegas 0
Arizona at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Colorado at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Toronto at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Carolina vs. N.Y. Islanders at 
Nassau Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum, 1 p.m.
Washington at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Nashville at Dallas, 2 p.m.
Minnesota at Los Angeles, 4 p.m.
Buffalo at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Florida, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at San Jose, 7 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Boston, 7 p.m.
Columbus at Edmonton, 10 p.m.

S C O R E B O A R D

SATURDAY
AUTO RACING

1 p.m. Fox Sports 1 NASCAR Xfinity The LS Tractor
   200 qualifying, at Phoenix
2:30 p.m. Fox Sports 1 NASCAR Cup The Fanshield 500
   qualifying, at Phoenix
4 p.m. Fox Sports 1 NASCAR Xfinity The LS Tractor
   200, at Phoenix
7:30 p.m. NBC Sports Monster Energy AMA Supercross,
   round 10, at Daytona Beach

BOXING
8 p.m. FOX  PBC main card, Adam Kownacki 
   vs. Robert Helenius in a heavy-
   weight bout, at Brooklyn, N.Y.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Noon ESPN  Wisconsin at Indiana
Noon ESPN2  Auburn at Tennessee
Noon FOX  Villanova at Georgetown
Noon FS Florida  Marquette at St. John’s
12:30 p.m. SEC Network South Carolina at Vanderbilt
1 p.m. CBS  Kentucky at Florida
2 p.m. ACC Network Virginia Tech at Notre Dame
2 p.m. ESPN  Kansas at Texas Tech
2 p.m. ESPN2  Georgia at LSU
2:30 p.m. FOX  Seton Hall at Creighton
2:30 pm. SEC Network Alabama at Missouri
3:15 p.m. CBS  UCLA at USC
3:30 p.m. CBS Sports Missouri Valley Conference Tourna-
   ment, semifinal, Drake vs. Bradley,
   at St. Louis
4 p.m. ACC Network Syracuse at Miami
4 p.m. ESPN  Louisville at Virginia
4 p.m. ESPN2  Oklahoma State at Texas
4:30 p.m. FS Florida, FS Sun Boston College at Florida State
4:30 p.m. SEC Network Arkansas at Texas A&M
5:30 p.m. CBS  Mountain West Conference Tourna-
   ment, championship, TBD, at Las
   Vegas
6 p.m. CBS Sports Missouri Valley Conference Tourna-
   ment, semifinal, Valparaiso vs. Mis-
   souri State-Indiana State winner, at
   St. Louis
6 p.m. ESPN  North Carolina at Duke
6 p.m. ESPN2  Oklahoma at TCU
6:30 p.m. Fox Sports 1 DePaul at Providence
6:30 p.m. SEC Network Mississippi at Mississippi State
8 p.m. CBS Sports Temple at Cincinnati
8 p.m. ESPN2  Ohio Valley Conference Tourna-
   ment, championship, Belmont vs.
   Murray State-Austin Peay winner,
   at Evansville, Ind.
8:30 p.m. Fox Sports 1 Butler at Xavier
10 p.m. ESPN  Washington at Arizona
10 p.m. ESPN2  West Coast Conference Tourna-
   ment, quarterfinal, Pacific vs. San
   Francisco-Loyola Marymount win-
   ner, at Paradise, Nev.
11 p.m. Fox Sports 1 Stanford at Oregon
12:30 a.m. ESPN2  Wester Coast Conference Tourna-
   ment, Saint Mary’s (Calif.) vs. Pep-
   perdine-Santa Clara winner, at Par-
   adise, Nev.

COLLEGE LACROSSE
Noon ACC Network Denver at Notre Dame

GOLF
4 a.m. Golf Channel EPGA Qatar Masters, third round,
   at Doha, Qatar
12:30 p.m. Golf Channel PGA Arnold Palmer Invitational,
2:30 p.m. Golf Channel third round, at Bay Hill
5:30 p.m. Golf Channel PGA Champions Hoag Classic, se-
   cond round, at Newport Beach,  
   Calif.

GYMNASTICS
12:30 p.m. NBC  FIG American Cup women’s all-
   around, at Milwaukee
5 p.m. NBC Sports FIG American Cup, men’s events,
   at Milwaukee

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL SPRING TRAINING
1 p.m. FS Sun  Orioles vs. Rays, at Port Charlotte
1 p.m. MLB Network Astros vs. Cardinals, at Jupiter

MIXED MARTIAL ARTS
8 p.m. ESPN  UFC 248 prelminaries, undercard
   bouts, at Las Vegas

NBA
8:30 p.m. ABC  76ers at Warriors

NHL
1 p.m. NHL Network Capitals at Penguins
7 p.m. NHL Network Lightning at Bruin
10 p.m. NHL Network Blue Jackets at Oilers

SOCCER
7:25 a.m. NBC Sports Premier, Bournemouth at Liverpool
9:30 a.m. Fox Sports 1 Bundesliga, RB Leipzig vs. VfL 
   Wolfsburg
9:55 a.m. NBC Sports Premier, West Ham at Arsenal
10 a.m. CNBC  Premier, Brighton at Wolverhamp- 
   ton
12:25 p.m. NBC Sports Premier, Tottenham at Burnley
10 p.m. ESPNews  USL, Las Vegas FC at San Diego  
   FC

WOMEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Noon ESPNU  ACC Tournament, semifinal, Florida
   

   State vs. Louisville, at Greensboro,
   N.C.

XFL
2 p.m. ABC  Seattle at Houston
5 p.m. FOX  New York at Dallas

SUNDAY
AUTO RACING

3:30 p.m. FOX  NASCR Cup Fanshield 500, at
   Phoenix

COLLEGE BASEBALL
Noon SEC Network Lipscomb at Alabama
3 p.m. ACC Network North Carolina State at Virginia

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Noon CBS  Memphis at Houston
Noon CBS Sports Patriot League Tournament, semifi-
   nal, Lafayette at Colgate
Noon FOX  Michigan at Maryland
1 p.m. ESPN  Big South Tournament, champions-
   ship, TBD at TBA
2 p.m. CBS Sports Patriot League Tournament, semifi-
   nal, Bucknell at Boston University
2 p.m. ESPNU  East Carolina at UCF
2:10 p.m. CBS   Missouri Valley Tournament, cham-
   pionship, TBD, at St. Louis
3 p.m. ESPN  Atlantic Sun Tournament, Lipscomb
   at Liberty
4 p.m. CBS Sports Tulsa at Wichita State
4 p.m. ESPNU  Connecticut at Tulane
4:20 p.m. CBS  Ohio State at Michigan State

COLLEGE SOFTBALL
3 p.m. SEC Network Auburn at Florida
5 p.m. SEC Network Mississippi at Missouri
7 p.m. SEC Network Texas A&M at Kentucky

COLLEGE WRESTLING
3:30 p.m. ACC Network ACC Tournament, at Pittsburgh

GOLF
5 a.m. Golf Channel EPGA Qatar Masters, final round,
   at Doha, Qatar
12:30 p.m. Golf Channel PGA Arnold Palmer Invitational,
2:30 p.m. NBC  final round, at Bay Hill
5:30 p.m. Golf Channel PGA Champions Hoag Classic, fi- 
   nal round, at Newport Beach, Calif.

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL SPRING TRAINING
1 p.m. FS Florida  Marlins vs. Cardinals, at Jupiter
1 p.m. MLB Network Twins vs. Red Sox, at Fort Meyers
4 p.m. MLB Networtk Mariners vs. Giants, at Scottsdale,
   Ariz.

NBA
3:30 p.m. ABC  Lakers at Clippers
6 p.m. NBA-TV  Thunder at Celtics
7 p.m. FS Florida  Magic at Rockets
9 p.m. NBA-TV  Raptors at Kings

NHL
5 p.m. FS Sun  Lightning at Red Wings
7:30 p.m. NBC Sports Blues at Blackhawks
10 p.m. NBC Sports Avalanche at Sharks

SOCCER
7:25 a.m. ESPN2  Serie A, Brescia at Fiorentino
9:55 a.m. NBC Sports Premier, Everton at Chelsea
12:30 p.m. NBC  Premier, Manchester City at Man-
   chester United
7 p.m. ESPN  MLS, Nashville SC at Portlan
10:30 p.m. Fox Sports 1 MLS, Philadelphia Union at LA FC

WOMEN’S SOCCER
5 p.m. ESPN  SheBelievs Cup, U.S. vs. Spain, at
   Harrison, N.J.

XFL
3 p.m. Fox Sports 1 St. Louis at D.C.
9 p.m. ESPN  Tampa Bay at Los Angeles

MONDAY
COLLEGE BASKETBALL

6 p.m. CBS Sports Colonial Athletic Association Con-
8:30 p.m. CBS Sports ference Tournament, semifinals, 
   TBD, at Washington
7 p.m. ESPN  Southern Conference Tournament,
   championship, TBD, at Asheville,  
   N.C.
7 p.m. ESPNU  Horizon League Tournament, semi-
9:30 p.m. ESPN2  finals, TBD, at Indiaianpolis
9 p.m. ESPN  West Coast Conference Tourna-
11:30 p.m. ESPN  ment, semifinals, TBD, at Las Ve-
   gas

COLLEGE SOFTBALL
7 p.m. SEC Network Texas A&M at Kentucky

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL SPRING TRAINING
1 p.m. MLB Network Yankees vs. Phillies, at Clearwater
4 p.m. MLB Network Dodgers vs. Padres, at Peoria,  
   Ariz.
9 p.m. MLB Network Athletics vs. Rangers, at Peoria,
   Ariz.

NBA
9 p.m. NBA-TV  Bucks at Nuggets

WEEKEND TELEVISION

S P O R T S  B R I E F S

MARK BLUMENTHAL / Palatka Daily News
City commissioner Rufus Borom, left, and Putnam 
County school’s superintendent Rick Surrency play 
pickleball on the newly created pickleball courts 
drawn on the refurbished regular tennis courts at 
Palatka High School on Friday. The second annual 
Palatka Azalea Pickebal Tournament will take place 
today and tomorrow.

FHSAA WRESTLING

Season ends for Panthers’ Wallace
The Putnam County winter sports season officially 

came to an end Friday as the Palatka High School wres-
tling team’s participant in the FHSAA 1A champion-
ships, 126-pounder Drevon Wallace, was eliminated 
from the event at the Silver Spurs Arena, Kissimmee.

Wallace, who finished his season at 39-18, lost his 
first-round match to Tampa Prep’s Alan Morano by 
major decision, 14-0,  then dropped to the wrestlebacks, 
where he lost to Live Oak Suwannee’s Timothy 
Jolicoeur, 13-7.

PREP TRACK AND FIELD

Interlachen trio takes home firsts
Interlachen High School’s trio of Ellah McGruder, 

Elizabeth Finley and Reva Godbolt each took home at 
least one first placement at the Falcon Invitational at 
Menendez High School on Friday.

McGruder won the long jump with a personal-best 
4.73 meters and ran a personal-best 13.02 seconds to win 
the 100-meter dash. Finley was once again at the top of 
the discus standings, beating both boys and girls compet-
itors with a toss of 30.52 meters. Teammate Sierra Loder 
was second with a 22.75-meter throw. Godbolt won the 
300-meter intermediate hurdles with a 49.11-second 
timing and took the 200 in 26.01 seconds, just ahead of 
McGruder, who did 26.98 seconds. The quartet of 
McGruder, Millesha Griffin, Virginia Manning and 
Godbolt was second in the 4x100 in 54.96 seconds.

For the Rams boys, Chavaris Dumas was second in the 
200 in 23.94 seconds and the 4x800 relay team of Adam 
Olalde, Zach Dolan, Chance Champion and Alex Roble 
was second in 10:31.14. In the team competitions, the 
Rams took third with 93 points and the boys scored 44 
points.

NBA

Magic take T’Wolves without coach
MINNEAPOLIS – Nikola Vucevic had 28 points and 

12 rebounds to lead Orlando past Minnesota , 132-118, 
on Friday night, although the Magic played most of the 
second half without coach Steve Clifford, who left in the 
third quarter due to illness.

The Magic Tweeted about Clifford’s departure during 
the fourth quarter, saying the coach was being taken to a 
hospital for further evaluation.

“We’re awaiting news. Hopefully everything’s OK,” 
Vucevic said afterward. Assistant coach Tyrone Corbin 
took over in Clifford’s absence.

GOLF

Hatton, Kang share lead at Bay Hill
ORLANDO – Tyrrell Hatton lost his swing on his 

back nine without losing his head, a small victory. He 
battled through a tough test at Bay Hill on Friday and was 
only surprised by what he saw when he finished.

His tidy short game was strong enough to carry him 
into a share of the lead with Sung Kang going into the 
weekend at the Arnold Palmer Invitational.

Kang birdied four of his last seven holes for a 68.

Woods will miss this year’s TPC
ORLANDO – The strongest field of the year at 

The Players Championship will be without the big-
gest draw in golf.

Tiger Woods isn’t playing.
Woods will miss The Players Championship in 

Ponte Vedra for the first time when not recovering 
from any of his nine surgeries. His agent, Mark 
Steinberg at Excel Sports Management, said in a text, 
“Back just not ready. Not long term concern.”

Woods has played only two times this year, a tie 
for ninth at Torrey Pines and last place at the Genesis 
Invitational at Riviera, where he serves as tourna-
ment host.

– Staff, wire reports

FLORIDA LOTTERY FANTASY 5   15-17-19-25-27FRIDAY MEGA MILLIONS   15-48-56-58-70    BALL 4  x  4

MIDDAY  PICK 2 0-6
EVENING PICK 2 1-8

MIDDAY  PICK 3 6-0-7
EVENING PICK 3 6-8-4

MIDDAY  PICK 5 9-9-9-1-0
EVENING PICK 5 1-4-1-9-5

MIDDAY  PICK 4 4-2-0-5
EVENING PICK 4 8-4-4-7

JACKPOT TRIPLE PLAY   7-13-14-16-20-44 CASH 4 LIFE  9-27-38-41-53   BALL 4 

“I know I’ve got one more year at least in me,” 
Whitehurst said.

With Troiano’s help, he could name many of the play-
ers from the first team in 2003. And even to Whitehurst’s 
flinching on the matter, Hays, a 2005 IHS grad, has said 
her boss has mellowed a bit going back to those early 
years, though she made a point to say the team has the 
same disciplinary rules as it did when she was playing. 
But she also soaked in the moment that had taken place 
on this day.

“It was pretty neat to be here for win No. 1 and for No. 
200,” she said.

Mark Blumenthal is a writer for the Palatka Daily News. You can 
reach him at mblumenthal@palatkadailynews.com or on Twitter @

diabolicalmarky.

Blumenthal
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6A

“We win three games in a row 
and something like this happens 
and the guys get down on them-
selves,” said IHS coach Barry 
Williams. “This is just like what 
happened in  Crescent  City. 
(DeLoach) throws well. We did 
not establish anything with the 
stick. The defense opened the 
door and that was all she wrote.”

He was talking about the third 
inning, when Palatka’s 1-0 lead 
swelled to 5-0. The Rams’ Brock 
Beasley (1-2) got the first two 

Panthers, then Mark Doran and 
Hunter Keen got bloop singles, 
Jamie Crouse reached on an error 
and the Rams left the plate uncov-
ered on Germany’s infield pop. 
Germany got to second when 
Matt Sharp was hit by a pitch, stole 
third and came home on a wild 
pitch for the fourth run of the 
inning.

“Brock did a great job in the 
windup. We knew if we could get 
him in the stretch, we’d have a 
chance because he’s a lot more 
inaccurate,” Rick said of the base 
running strategy. “I was proud of 
our hitters.” 

“When (Beasley) goes to the 
stretch, he starts looking around 
and going high,” Williams said.

Crouse was 2-3 with a double, 
Doran 2-4 with a triple and Keen 
2-4 in the Panthers’ nine-hit 
offense. Sharp gave them the only 
run they needed with an RBI dou-
ble in the second inning. Germany 
and Colson Watson both singled.

Crescent City scored 11 runs in 
the first two innings of the conso-
lation game against Peniel, then 
coasted home behind Hamling 
(1-3), who struck out 14 and 
walked one. The only Warriors to 
reach base did so on the walk in 
the first and an error in the third.

“He was pitching good. I could 
have used him the other night 
against Interlachen, but he out for 
a violation of team rules,” said 
Raiders coach Tim Ross, unaware 

Hamling had a no-hitter until 
after the five-inning game. “His 
offspeed stuff was good.”

No. 9 batter Logan Knowles was 
2-3 with a double and Cody 
Anderson was 2-4 with an RBI for 
Crescent City.

Hamling and Elijah Delgado 
also doubled for the Raiders. 
Dustin Carmichael, Kyle Gardner 
and Jacob Gray all singled.

Andrew Dennin was impressive 
in relief for Peniel, recording five 
strikeouts in two innings. The 
Warriors were missing three start-
ers with sickness.

“That doesn’t make up for all 15 
runs,” said Peniel coach Terry 
Goodwin, whose team goes to 
Interlachen Monday.

The Vikings were errorless 
behind Gonzalez and Hodnick. 
The y  were  e r ror le ss  in  t he 

Wednesday debacle, too, but 
mental mistakes were blamed for 
six Lake-Sumter runs.

“We played really well defen-
sively, coming off a game like the 
other night,” Jones said. “Hodnick 
was really good in a three-inning 
save.”

After trailing 2-0, SJR State 

tied the game in the third. August 
Haymaker singled, went to third 
on Ryan Romano’s one-out single 
to right and scored on a wild 
pitch that left Romano on sec-
ond. Romano scored from there 
on Michael Rosario’s single.

Sanguinetti followed in the 
f o u r t h  w i t h  h i s  g o - a h e a d 

home run.
R o s a r i o  f i n i s h e d  3 - 4 . 

S a n g u i n e t t i ,  R o m a n o  a n d 
Haymaker had two hits apiece. 
Ben Spittler was 1-4.

The Vikings open a three-game 
set with MFC rival Seminole 
State (13-10, 1-2) today at Tindall 
Field.

Baseball
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Vikings
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6A


