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The ceremony will be live-streamed on the College’s YouTube channel. Family and friends are invited to watch 
by accessing the channel from either the College’s homepage at SJRstate.edu 

or by accessing the YouTube page at YouTube.com/user/SJRstate.

Share your memories with us on social media #SJRStateGrad25 @sjrstate. Find and 
download today’s ceremony photos: Flickr.com/photos/sjrstate in the Spring 2025 Graduation album.
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The National Anthem (Morning).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                          Lyle Lopez   
Florida School of the Arts Student

The National Anthem (Afternoon).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      Olivia Gonzalez
Florida School of the Arts Student
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President

Presentation of  Valedictorian Award .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                Edward P. Jordan, Ph.D. 
Chief Academic Officer 

 Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs

Presentation of Paul “Dee” Causey President’s Award .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Joe H. Pickens, J.D.
Melanie A. Brown, Ph.D.

Chief Operating Officer / Senior Vice President

Address to Class .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                  Jay Engelbrecht 
Professor of English

Presentation of Graduates  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Melanie A. Brown, Ph.D.
 

Conferring of Degrees .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                             Joe H. Pickens, J.D.
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		  Paulette Almeria Crawford 
		  Kyleigh Michelle Edenfield 
		  Brittany Christine Eklund 
		  Kristina Hope Farris 
		  Sandro Stefano Grasso 
		  Nicole Marie Grataski 
		  Quashawnda Nicole Green 
		  Taryn Brooke Hoffman-Rocha 
		  Kimberly Kathryn Jarvis 
		  Kimberly Dee Jones 
		  Jennifer Esteves Keller 
		  Nicole Elizabeth King 
		  Aniya Nicole Marshall 
		  Kyleigh Marie Mathews 
		  Hailey Alyssa Mattox 

		  Hannah Elaine Meadows 
		  Walker Landon Mills 
		  Cassandra Meria Raniero 
		  Chloe Erin Reynolds 
		  Kristy Lynn Rutkowski 
		  Ralph T. Sacco 
		  Emily Lauren Smith 
		  Kaitlyn Leann Sparrow 
		  Halee Michelle Steeples 
		  Sable Kae Sward 
		  Jeremy Ronald Thigpen 
		  Wesley Edward Trocchio 
		  Hannah Diehl Webb 
		  Cassidy Koran Woods 
		  Mylee K. Woods 

Bachelor of Applied Science Degree
		  Katherine C. Brown 
		  Kristi Hubbard Brown 
		  Chiquita Kiara Floyd 
		  Samuel Evan Hense 
		  Kennedy Sue Johns 
		  Savannah Lynn Leggett 
		  Sarah Elizabeth Meehan 
		  Kelli Lavonne Mulford 

		  Delaney Marie Pullium 
		  Destiny Marie Ritenour 
		  Bella Esmeralda Santana 
		  Kayla Ann Thompson 
		  Gwendolyn Lynn Tigner 
		  Amy Elizabeth Tincher 
		  Anna  Vinokur 
		  Sherri Mary Ward 

Bachelor of Science Degree

Associate in Arts Degree
	 	 Ezekiel Angel Abrahamson 
		  Francess Diana de los Reyes Adona 
		  Brandon Michael Agosto 
		  Isabellie Iavlys Alequin 
		  Ryan Edward Alexander 
		  Lilyane Claire Alves 
		  Bryleigh Grace Anderson 
		  Kyra Diana Anderson 
		  Benjamin Albert Andino 
		  Christian  Andreani 
		  Sierra Ashleigh Angel 
		  Samarah Felicidad Anido 
		  Michael Tabajonda Aquino 
		  Kaleb Ross Ortiguerra Aquipel 
		  Zina Husein Asadi 
		  Dharma Avelar 
		  Ryan Andrew Baker 

		  Tyler Carr Bamberg 
		  Grady Alexander Banton 
		  Chase Alan Bareswilt 
		  D’montay D’Siya Barnes 
		  Ben Fisher Barrow 
		  Marie Elizabeth Batten 
		  Sarah Mae Beasley 
		  Kaitlyn Elizabeth Beladi 
		  Dereyon D. Bell 
		  Jadon Lynn Bell 
		  Annabelle Lizbeth Beringer 
		  Delaney Hayes Beringer 
		  Alexandra Patricia Birmingham 
		  Kali Johanna Blair 
		  Colton David Blake 
		  Bailee Jane Blauser 
		  Nolan Michael Bogue 



Honor status for the graduate candidates is not notated in the program due to time 
constraints with final grade posting and printing of the program.

+ Florida School of the Arts

		  Lexus Cassidy Bollinger 
		  Carys Olivia Bonitatibus 
		  Karyssa Lynn Booth 
		  Jenny Bouthillier 
		  Elijah Javid Bouvia 
		  David Daniel Bowlin 
		  Samuel Patrick Bowman 
		  Ashleigh Grace Bowmaster 
		  Caitlin Rose Boyd 
		  Griffin Augustus Braun 
		  Anna Kathleen Bredeson 
		  Zoe Leanne Brewer 
	           +Alexis Nicole Brockway 
		  Alexandra Tru Brown 
		  Katherine Olivia Brown 
		  Dominicque Katina Bruno-Pacella 
		  Amelia-Grace Brusoe 
		  MaKenzie Leigh Bryant 
		  Nadine LaShawn Bryant 
		  Christopher Anthony Busby 
		  Lee Spencer Buschle 
		  Sarah Ruth Butler 
		  Christian Andres Cabezas 
		  Logan Christopher Cake 
		  Amelia Jean Callahan 
		  Elysha Ryshon Campbell ll
		  Amy Lissette Campuzano 
		  Claudia Ximena Carpio Alcantora 
		  Morgan Elizabeth Caruth 
		  Cora Jane Cekov 
		  Mia Isabella Cesarini 
		  Mason Gabriel Chambers 
		  Jack West Champion 
		  Julissa Ginette Charles 
		  Maiyah Marie Chesser 
		  Jake Allen Chromy 
		  Nicholas Duane Church 
		  Terry Lavell Clay 
		  Christopher Thomas Coburn 
		  Kevin Edward Coburn 
		  Jadyn Marie Coleman 
		  Elizabeth Rose Conover 
		  Anna Marie Conte 
		  Erin Meghan Conway 
		  Luke Sheridan Cooper 
		  Emily Sophia Cosgrove 

		  Katie Alexandra Costea 
		  America Breann Council 
	           +Kaylee Nicole Cravey 
		  Taylor Marie Cron 
		  Cristian Luc Cruz 
		  Angel Jared Cruz Lopez 
		  Lauren Joy Cugno 
		  Aaliagh Elizabeth Cutting 
		  Gabrielle Claire Dasher 
		  Brenham Dominique Davila 
		  Connor Matthew Davis 
		  Pamela Brittney Davis 
		  Isabela Brandao De Oliveira 
		  Christy Lee Deaner 
		  Michael Joseph Del Verne 
		  Jena  Deleon Guerrero 
		  Chelsea Amber Deloach 
		  Logan Daniel DeVries 
		  Luis Diaz 
		  Baylee Margaret Dixon 
		  Kirra Ashlyn Dodson 
		  Kiarah Hana Donohue 
		  Magdalene Grace Dupuis
		  Shelby Karalin Dupre 
		  Gabriel Aiden Dutcher 
		  Hayley Jordan Eades 
	           +Rebecca Ann Edwards 
		  Jolie Louise Eggleston 
		  Lila Rose Estaphan 
		  Ellyanna Nicole Estrella 
		  Beatrix Charlotte Falise Hooker 
		  Madison Lynn Faust 
		  Madison Kristine Fields 
		  Stephanie  Figueroa 
		  Ashleigh Elizabeth Fitzgerald 
		  Jaclyn Deanna Maureen Flynn 
		  Justin A. Foreman 
		  Kyla Mia Forkey 
		  Camille Elizabeth Fowler 
		  Syenna Raine Fox 
		  Gianna Franceschi 
		  Ilan Samuel Fridman 
		  Robert William Froehlich 
		  David Allen Frye 
		  Gemma Therese Fusco 
		  Joli Monique Gaboriau 

Associate in Arts Degree (cont.)



Associate in Arts Degree (cont.)
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	 	 Abigail M. Galenko 
		  Faith Joanna Gallagher 
		  Sam Galloza 
		  Gavin Thomas Gapinski 
		  Israel Garcia
		  Julia Nicole Garra 
		  Skyelynn Belle Garren 
		  Hailey Nicole Garrison 
		  Christopher Edward Gatchell 
		  Matthew Joseph Geller 
		  Zoe Rebecca Geller 
		  Emily Dawn Germain 
		  Justin James Giacomelli 
		  Alyvia Marie Gibbs 
		  Aiden Hieth Gibler 
		  Hannah Rose Gieselman 
		  Erin Keeley Gifford 
		  Taylor Elizabeth Gillette 
		  Lindsay Marie Gillis 
		  Charity Tyra Givens 
		  Nicole Grace Golisch 
		  Aaron Chase Goodson 
		  Fletcher Sullivan Gouin 
		  Eva Lynn Graunke 
		  Savannah Diane Green 
		  Carson Thomas Griffin 
		  Ashley M. Griffis 
		  Alivia May Grissom 
		  Chelsea B. Grupee 
		  Bryce Jonathan Gunter 
		  Connor  Gustavson 
		  Cassidy Jade Halcrow 
		  Sarah Marie Hall 
		  Kendra Nicole Hammond 
		  Raychel Jean Hansen 
		  Lexington Ann Hansford 
		  Joseph Vincent Harmon 
		  Ava Jade Harris
	           +Thalia Ilyana Hart 
		  Allison Nichol Hayes 
		  Crescence Forest Heath
		  Kayleana Princess Henry 
		  Frankilyn Dawn Herbert 
		  Daniel Hernandez 
		  Emely Jollie Herrera 
		  Deja Jenae Hill 

		  Luke Matthew Hinson 
		  Madalene Grace Hodge 
		  Easton Hollister 
		  James Patrick Holmes, Jr.
		  Abby Summer Horwitz 
		  Gabriel David Huajardo-Warthon 
		  Alana Frances Huber 
		  Lyllian A. Huber 
		  Jeffery Chad Hunter 
		  Nathaniel Edward Hustus 
		  Allie Jean Hutchinson 
		  Brynna Amanda Ingle 
		  Cheyenne Elizabeth Ingold-Cody 
		  Andrea Lauren Jackson 
		  Danaelle Jean-Marie 
		  Mya Grace Jenkins 
		  Caleb Lee Johns 
		  Benjamin Mark Johnson 
		  Ezrah Lee Johnson 
	           +Lillian Grace Johnson 
		  Trevor Allen Johnson 
		  Emily Ann Jolley 
		  Ainsleigh Elisabeth Jones 
		  Gwendolyn Sahara Jones 
		  Molly Addison Jones 
		  Riley Marie Jones 
		  Zander Nicholas Kalagian 
		  Sheridan Margaret Kaplan 
		  Lindsey Elizabeth Kash 
		  Jack Kerkering 
		  Logan Patrick Kestner 
		  Olivia Shae Kestner 
		  Lauren Anna Kicinski 
		  Hayley Louise Kimball 
		  Kimberly Ann King 
		  Zoe Ariel Kirby 
		  Jenna Darlene Kirkland 
		  Kaylee Marie Kirkland 
		  Leslie Rachel Kirkland 
		  Kseniya Klyuchka 
		  Ali Ahmad Knio 
		  Robert Kyle Knott 
		  Caden Michael Kok 
		  Kevin Lehong Kouch 
		  Varvara Vladimirovna Kuznetsova 
		  Lennon Erik Laird 



Associate in Arts Degree (cont.)

Honor status for the graduate candidates is not notated in the program due to time 
constraints with final grade posting and printing of the program.

+ Florida School of the Arts

		  Andrew Eric Larson 
		  Shawna Nicole Law 
		  Danny Jacinto Lazaro 
		  Kevin Lazo 
		  Vivian Tiyet Le 
		  Morgan Starr LeBlanc 
		  Finnegan Patrick Leide 
	           +Farentino Savon Lennox 
		  William J. Leslie 
		  Cara Michelle Levinson 
		  Isabella Grace Lewis 
		  Mary D. Licata 
		  Dylan Paul Lieuw 
		  Maja Jade Lindstrom 
		  Sydney Danyelle Elizabeth Little 
		  Kensleigh Grace Lockhart 
		  Malia Rose Christyann Locquiao 
		  Amy Patricia Longobucco 
		  Landon Charles Lopez 
		  Sebastian Lopez 
		  Jasmine Angela Lopez-Martinez 
		  Matthew Watson Lovejoy 
		  Michael Anthony Lowery 
		  Ethan John-Thomas Lumpkin 
		  Macy Ella MacPherson 
		  Savannah Marie Malota 
		  Kaitlyn Manucy 
		  Nicole Marrero 
		  Eron Brooke Martin 
		  William Taylor Martin 
		  Sabrina Elizabeth Mauldin 
		  Dorothy Marissa May 
		  Courtney Noel McCarty 
		  Ty Parker McConnell 
		  Kylie Elisabeth McGee 
		  Lincoln James McGowan 
		  Kaley Joann McGrath 
		  Adysen Jade McKay 
		  Coralis Mendez 
		  Ethan Lance Messer 
		  Wren Kiara Meyer 
		  Payton Nicole Miles 
		  Briana M. Miller 
		  Solaria Keira Miller 
		  Norah Louise Minton 
		  Kelley Marie Miracle 

		  James Bernard Mitchell 
		  Laklyn Lorin Mitchell 
		  Emily Frances Monahan 
		  Steven Austin Moore 
		  Sydney Marie Moros 
		  McKayla Lily Morton 
		  MacKenzie Ann Moseley 
		  Isabella Mae Munevar 
		  Duncan Michael Murray 
		  Gennaro Valetino Nacca 
		  Aastha Nathoo 
		  Aaron James Neese 
		  Joshua William Neese 
		  Nicholas Alexander Nelson 
		  Nathaniel James Netherland 
		  Cade Stephen Newton 
		  Haley Autumn Newton 
		  Kai Adrian Nguyen 
		  Ella Bea Nieman 
		  Steven Ray Nix 
		  Isabella Marie Novak 
		  Lauren Paige Novak 
		  Samuel Stephen Nye 
		  Aminju Abigail Nzefeh 
		  Mya Dora Oberholtzer 
		  Aidan Connor O’Dell 
		  Emily Ann Ohlin Tobuck 
		  Maria Eduarda Meira Oliveira 
		  Natalie Eleanor Oliverio 
		  Meah Janae Olsten 
		  Kaylee Victoria Owen 
		  Chandler Liam Owens 
		  Jada Marie Owens 
		  Rachael Michelle Pacetti 
		  Alecia Geornas Palin 
		  Mauli Chetan Patel 
		  Paree Narendra Patel 
		  Martha Fay Pereira-McLerran 
		  Helena Lilia Kaniho Peterson 
		  Kyndal Michelle Phillips 
		  Josslyn Brooke Piersall 
		  Ofir Esther Pizanti 
		  Elliauna Bella Plum 
		  Kael Kekoa Asher Plumlee 
		  Aidan Andrew Powell 
		  Ethan Donovan Poyet 



		  Brook Ann Propes 
		  Claire Ashlyn Pyktel 
		  Emily Quinones 
		  Madison Dianna Ralston 
		  Patrick Dennis Ramey 
		  Alfredo Alejandro Ramirez, IV
		  Ava Allison Ramos 
		  Cheryl Ann Ratliff 
		  Evan Mac Rawitt 
		  Emma Caroline Reavis 
		  Laura Christine Reed 
		  Hailey Belle Ricks 
		  Jakob D. Risdal 
		  Ebony Elena Rivera 
		  Pablo Antonio Rivera 
		  Kayleigh Elise Roark 
		  Christopher Charles Roberts 
		  Destiny Marlaija Roberts 
		  Mary Mackenzie Roberts 
		  Sydney Grace Robinson 
		  Kayla Lee Roddenberry 
		  Kelsey M. Rodgers 
		  Alexander Jacob Rodriguez 
		  Joseph Robert Roggen 
		  Gregory Alan Rorex 
		  Eden Danella Rowland 
		  Brayden Kenneth Roy 
		  Cameron Marleigh Royal 
		  Alexandrea Kaylie Ruest 
		  Riley Tate Rumble 
		  Emma Kathleen Rush 
		  Katelyn Ann Ryan 
		  Ryan Lee Rykalsky 
		  Bodhisattva Durin Thurston Sackman 
		  Cassidy Lynnae Sakraida 
		  Saleh Thomas Saleh 
		  Talia Jessary Samoeun 
		  Lily Mae Sanalila 
		  Kaitlyn Nicole Sanders 
		  Xavier Maurice Santana 
		  Iris Elizabeth Sarama 
		  Virginia Lenore Schaefer 
		  Blane Nestle Schmitt 
		  Cassie Christine Searcy 
		  Jackson Robert Sherman 
		  Elizabeth Joelle Shumaker 

		  Desiree Amani Simmons 
		  Morgan Elizabeth Simmons 
		  Tyler Latrice Simmons 
		  Aubrey Leigh Smith 
		  Joshua Thomas Smith 
		  Landen Christopher Smith 
		  Troy James Smith 
		  Hannah Adair Sparrow 
		  Baylee-Anne Bradley Stackpole 
		  Emilie Grace Stackpole 
		  Stefon Sol Stacy 
		  Jenna Louise Stanley 
		  Edmund Ross Stanton 
		  Hollie Grace Stephens 
		  Ja’Bri Rianna Steward 
		  Joseph Faxon Stewart 
		  Devin Robert Stover 
		  Seth Robert Edwin Straub 
		  Caleb Samuel Strite 
		  Anthony Jonathan Sullivan 
		  Leidy Yanith Tabora 
		  Jaylin Tito Tan-Rivera 
		  Victoria Ryan Taylor 
		  Rebecca Caroline Thiem
		  Isabella Grace Thomas 
		  Nancy Jeanne Thomas 
		  Piatrice Alliyah Arano Thomasson 
		  Kenneth Quentin Thornton 
		  Lillian Elizabeth Thorp 
		  Izabela Mariska Timberlake 
		  Payten Jeanette Tison 
		  Cynthia Nhu Tran 
		  James Christian Treiber 
		  Adelynn Kathleen Trowell 
		  Elizabeth Brooke Trumble 
		  Joellie Kay Aloha Tucker 
		  Macon Sierra Tyrrell 
		  Shelby Lynn Urian 
		  Alyssa Grace Vallad 
		  Cassidy Rae Vandermark 
		  Matthew Ravi Vazquez 
		  Leonardo Abenchuchan Villar 
		  Lillian Mae Vogel 
		  Danielle Renee Wachala 
	           +Alyssa Marie Wallace 
		  Tatum Blair Wang 

Associate in Arts Degree (cont.)
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		  Blake Elijah Warner 
		  Robert Dalton Warwick 
		  Katlin Marie Welch 
		  Seth William Whiddon 
		  Adyson Mackenzie White 
		  EmmaRose Marie White 
		  Jacob White 
		  Jeremiah D. White 
		  Gabriel Robert Whitehurst 
		  Brianna Marie Wilkins 
		  Alexis Divine Williams 
		  Courtney Carolyn Williams 
		  Grace Elizabeth Williams 
		  Isabel A Williams 

		  Susan Frazier Williams 
		  Jaiden Hope Williamson 
		  Taylor Addison Willis 
		  Abigail Irma Wilson 
		  Jacob Devin Wilson 
		  Allison Julianne Winters 
		  Thomas Marshall Witt 
		  Kaitlyn Marie Woodhouse 
		  Mary Christine Woodson 
		  Cody Levi Wright
		  Sebastian Scott Wright 
		  Hunter Lee Zahn 
		  Alejandro Zamudio 
		  Danielle Leigh Zucker-McKenzie 

Associate in Arts Degree (cont.)

Honor status for the graduate candidates is not notated in the program due to time 
constraints with final grade posting and printing of the program.

+ Florida School of the Arts

	 	 Lauren Ann Adams 
		  Shazirali Amirali Ali 
		  John Quintin Anderson 
		  Jasmin Annand 
		  Christopher Michael Antwine 
		  Jason Todd Arzie 
		  Jennifer Atehortua 
		  Adina Celeste Barnett 
		  Naomi Ann Bigwood 
		  Cheska Mae Maure Boone 
		  Jesse Kayla Bowen 
		  Mia Francis Brand 
	           +Alexis Nicole Brockway 
		  Natalie Miriam Broudy 
		  Zevian Browne 
		  Tyne Korey Bryant 
		  Andrew Giovanni Capitano 
		  Jaylee Michelle Capps 
		  Diana Cardenas 
		  Kristen Irene Carlisle 
		  Dalton Chase Chance 

		  Charese Seandria Chandler 
		  Gloria Elizabeth Cotton 
		  Victoria Ashlyne Craft-Price 
		  Miranda Lynne Craven 
	           +Kaylee Nicole Cravey 
		  Haley Anne Crosby 
		  Myla Jean DeFord 
		  Aidan Antonio Diaz 
		  Dalaina Lanae Dotson 
		  Allyson Louise Dyall 
	           +Rebecca Ann Edwards 
		  Ethan Thomas Emick 
		  Tori Bea Eubanks, II
		  Abigale Elaine Faulkner 
		  Jeremy Alan Frier 
		  Gianna M. Gardner 
		  Tessa Marie Garrett 
		  Anna L. Godwin 
	           +Olivia Nicole Gonzalez 
	           +Alicia Jade Griffin 
	           +Thalia Ilyana Hart 

Associate in Science Degree



Associate in Science Degree (cont.)
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		  Angelyna Marie Henley 
		  Nevaeh Lynn Hester 
		  Shayla Lauren Hofstra 
		  Donald Eugene Hollender, III
	           +Shelby Howell 
		  Bayley Kelsey Hunter 
	           +Lillian Grace Johnson 
	           +Brandall Savalus Kearse 
		  Cheyenne Celine Kinghorn 
		  Brendan Paul Kosty 
		  Rebecca Ann Kozlosky 
		  Jodi Gianna Ledgister 
	           +Farentino Savon Lennox 
	           +Lyle Areanne Cruz Lopez 
		  Kyle Xavier Lucas 
		  Elondra Janay Manick 
	           +Ciara McCarthy 
		  Matthew Werner Meeker 
		  Coralis Mendez 
		  Neo Anthony Milligan 
		  Nicole Alyssa Mullins 
		  Katie Lynn Musco 
		  Robert Francis Owens 
		  Taylor Ariana Pardon 
		  Amanda Catherine Parry 
		  Sarah Denise Nicole Patterson 
	           +Zachary Eric Petron 
		  Rachel Malone Plyler 
		  Keira Rain Podratz 
		  Sarah Isabel Ramirez 
		  Sarah Elizabeth Restrepo-Irizarry 
		  Ahmia Josephine Amelia Ribeiro 
		  Jakob D. Risdal 
		  Kayla Lee Roddenberry 

		  Kaitlyn Rosenberg 
		  Ashley Danielle Rowe 
		  Derra Taylan Salter 
		  Grace Marie Sanabria Velez 
		  Sally Michell Sanchez Pagaza 
		  May Lin Xiao Hui Savela 
		  Izabela Marie Schadegg 
		  Dylan Jakob Daniel Schmidt 
		  Lauren Grae Schroeder 
		  Emily Rose Scianna 
		  Marbella Scott 
		  Hannah Leigh Shoemaker 
		  Clayton A. Silva 
		  Veronica Solis 
		  Kylee Jordyn Soots 
		  Kaitlyn Marie Tate 
		  Alyssa Marie Taylor 
	           +Sara Eryn Tierney 
		  Marcus R. Torres 
	           +Joy Allie Kaianelalani Tucker 
		  Angelina Ann Upmann 
	           +Caleb Urbistondo 
		  Alexis Madison Verkovod 
		  Karley Michelle Vice 
	           +Alyssa Marie Wallace 
		  Rachael Marie Wallis 
		  Erian Reece Watson 
		  Jordan Taber Watts 
		  Ashley Anne Weatherly 
		  Elissa Marie Whitmarsh 
		  Jacqueline Malachi Wilcox 
		  A’shanti D’mya Williams 
		  Jessica Dareisha Williams



Certificate

Honor status for the graduate candidates is not notated in the program due to time 
constraints with final grade posting and printing of the program.

+ Florida School of the Arts

		  John Quintin Anderson 
		  Kaylen Elizabeth Arturo 
		  Logan Nikolaus Binek 
		  Natalie Miriam Broudy 
		  Samuel Lenard Davenport 
		  Zen Dedon 
		  Samuel Quinn Duvall 
		  Ethan Thomas Emick 
		  Christian Joseph Gildersleeve 
		  Gideon James Gillaspy 
		  Heaven Ly Hansen 
		  Gabriel Anthony Hays 
		  Kaidence Ruby-Elise Holland 
		  Vivian Hooks 

		  Margarita Irizarry 
		  Shannon Marie Lollis 
		  Lacee Michelle Mathewson 
		  Nicholas Alexander Moore 
		  Joseph Muniz 
		  Diego Alexander Ortega 
		  Reah Perez 
		  Sawyer Irwin Rich 
		  Stephen Victor Rowe 
		  Taylor A. Sala 
		  Alexander P Schludt 
		  Andrew Richard Snyder 
		  Marcus R. Torres 
		  Gavin Clinton Wilkinson 



Spring 2025 Retirees

Brenda Carter 
12 years of service

Lynne Smith 
13 years of service

Melodi Weaver
25 years of service

In Memoriam

Curt Shepherd
14 years of service



Academic Costumes and Regalia:
A Brief History and Chronology (1)

Compiled by: Dr. Stephen E. Lunce, C.C.P.,
Associate Professor of Information Systems, 

Texas A & M International University (2)

     Academic costumes of today have a history of nearly eight hundred years. In Medieval 
Europe, men and women typically wore gowns or robes. There was a great deal of variety 
in color and material, depending upon the position and wealth of the wearer. Gradually 
there developed distinctive gowns for various professions, trades and religious orders. 
Students and teachers in many medieval universities such as Paris, Bologna, Oxford and 
Cambridge organized themselves into guilds. Gradually the academic costume became 
distinctive for Bachelors of Arts (the apprentices), Masters of Arts (the teachers), and 
Doctors (teachers who had completed postgraduate studies). Most of the distinctive 
characteristics appeared in the hood, which was originally a practical element of dress, 
but which evolved into a separate and purely ornamental article, draped over the shoulder 
and down the back. The academic cap was a later development. It was first conferred as a 
symbol of the M.A. degree. Some of these Master’s caps were stiff, some soft, some square, 
some round with a tuft in the center. Today’s tassel is an elaboration of the tuft. Although 
round caps are still used at some universities, Oxford University’s “mortar board” style is 
more common.
     The dress worn by faculty and graduates during commencement ceremonies is based 
upon costumes used in fourteenth and fifteenth century universities, particularly Oxford 
and Cambridge in England. This style of academic dress and accouterments has been used 
in the United States from colonial times, and it was standardized by an Intercollegiate 
Code in 1895. Like the military of medieval times with its pages, squires, and knights, 
the academic world has long recognized three basic levels of dignity and achievement: 
undergraduates, bachelors and masters. The distinction between masters and doctors is a 
relatively recent phenomenon; both masters and doctors levels of achievement imply the 
right to teach. 
     The variety of styles and colors seen in a faculty procession reflects the fact that each 
university retains its own distinguishing customs as especially revealed by the design of 
its doctoral robes. When a university is granted the right to confer doctoral degrees, one 
of the privileges that accompanies that right is the opportunity to design unique and 
distinctive regalia for its graduates.
 



12th-13th Centuries: Origin of academic dress - the dress of the scholar (student or teacher) 
is the dress of a cleric. Long robes are needed for warmth in unheated buildings; likewise, the 
hood provided warmth for the tonsured head. Eventually, 
a skull cap replaces the hood. 

1321: University of Coimbra stipulates that all “Doctors, Licentiates and Bachelors” wear 
robes.

14th Century: Regulations of certain colleges in England forbid “excess in  
apparel” and prescribe a long gown for all scholars. Oxford and Cambridge prescribe a  
definite academic dress and exercise university control over all details.

19th Century (late): Assignment of specific colors to signify certain faculties is standardized 
in the United States.

1887: Gardner Cotrell Leonard’s designed gowns were adopted by Williams  
College. The standardization of the American system of academic dress has begun.

1895: Representatives of leading institutions, including Leonard, meeting as 
the Intercollegiate Commission, define a system of academic apparel. In the  
meeting, held at Columbia University, the first academic costume code regulating 
the cut style and materials of gowns as well as the specification of different colors for  
different disciplines is established.

1932: American Council on Education approves the costume code established by the Inter-
collegiate Commission.

1959: Academic costume code is updated.

1986: The American Council on Education committee adds the following sentence to the 
code to clarify the use of dark blue for the Ph.D. degree: “In the case of the Doctor of Philoso-
phy Degree, the dark blue color is used to represent the mastery of the discipline of learning 
and scholarship in any field that is attested to by the awarding of this degree and is not 
intended to represent the field of philosophy.” 

1. 	 Adapted in part from “American Universities and Colleges,” 11th Edition, Washington, 
	 American Council on Education, 1971.

2. 	 With assistance and support from Dr. Jerry Thompson, Dean, College of Arts & 
	 Humanities, Texas A&M International University, Laredo, Texas, for Winter 
	 Commencement, 1996.
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status. Questions pertaining to education equity, equal access or equal opportunity should be addressed to the College 
Title IX Coordinator/Equity Officer: Charles Romer, Room A0173, 5001 St. Johns Avenue, Palatka, FL 32177; (386) 312-4074; 
CharlesRomer@sjrstate.edu Anonymous reporting is available at SJRstate.edu/report. Inquiries/complaints can be filed with 
the Title IX Coordinator/Equity Officer online, in person, via mail, via email or with the US Department of Education, Office of 
Civil Rights, Atlanta Office, 61 Forsyth St. SW, Suite 19T10, Atlanta, GA 30303-8927.
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