
SJR State Early College Program at 

Interlachen High School and Palatka High School
Information Sessions

Tuesday,2/11/25, 6:00pm at Palatka High School 
Thursday, 2/13/25, 6:00pm at Interlachen High School



Welcome!

SJR State & Putnam County School District Collaborative 

Partnership

• St. Johns River State
College

• Putnam County School 
District

• Interlachen High School

• Palatka High School



General Information

• Who is SJRState?

• What is the Associate in Arts (AA) Degree?
• https://www.sjrstate.edu/catalog/aa.pdf

https://www.sjrstate.edu/catalog/aa.pdf


Dual Enrollment Options at SJR State

• Early College Program
• Previously known as Collegiate High School
• 9th – 11th grade: Students take a defined list of college classes alongside 

high school classes
• Option to take college credits online or at SJRState campus during 

summer
• 12th grade: Students enroll full-time at SJRState to complete the Associate 

in Arts (AA) degree

• Traditional Dual Enrollment
• Begins summer after 10th grade for eligible students
• Students earn both high school and college credit 
• Flexible course selection – students may take classes:

• At the high school
• Online
• SJRState campus



The Early College Program Overview

• 9th & 10th grade: 
• Courses available at the high school or online (depending on instructor 

availability)

• Support: 
• Access to EdReady, an online tutoring/assessment tool, to prepare for college-

ready test scores before 11th–grade 

• 11th grade: 
• Courses offered at the high school, SJRState campus, or online (depending on 

instructor availability)

• 12th grade: 
• Courses taken at SJRState campus or online
• NO high school classes

• Summer courses: 
• Optional



What Makes Me Eligible for the Early 
College Program?

• Current 8th grader

• Enrolled in or have taken: Algebra 1, Geometry, or 
Biology

• No level 1 or 2 on FSA Math and ELA

• High school unweighted GPA of 3.0 or higher

*The GPA you see in Skyward is NOT your unweighted high school GPA.

**Students may become ineligible When grades and test scores roll in July.



Early College Eligibility & Expectations: GPA, 
Testing, Progress, and Transportation

• GPA Requirements:
• Maintain a 3.0 HS GPA and 2.0 college GPA; earn A, B, or C in all courses

• College Readiness Testing:
• Complete a college readiness test (reading, writing, math). Must meet 

college-ready scores by 11th grade or risk removal.

• Continued Participation:
• Show progress in readiness; use EdReady (9th grade) for test prep.

• Transportation
• Student/family responsibility.





Ensuring College-Level Standards and 
Quality

• Same Course Standards
• Courses at the high school site are identical to those at the SJRState 

campus
• No distinction on the student’s SJRState transcript that the course was 

completed at the high school site

• Consistent Curriculum & Instruction
• Same textbooks, course outlines, and learning outcomes as SJR State
• Instructors meet college-level credential requirements
• Evaluated by SJR State staff to ensure quality
• High school instructors receive college mentorship for consistency



Resources, Support, and Activities at SJR 
State

• Student Resources: 
• Access to SJR State’s library and Academic Support Center throughout 

high school.

• Advising Support: 
• Scheduled meetings with SJR State Dual Enrollment Advisors and 

Academic Advisors.

• High School Activities:
• Students can participate in sports, clubs, and extracurriculars, even during 

their senior year at SJR State.  

• College Activities:
• Students can join SJR State student organizations, including Phi Theta 

Kappa Honor Society.
• Anything available to a traditional student is available to dual enrollment 

students



How Does Dual Enrollment Differ from 
Other Accelerated Mechanisms?

• College Credit is awarded based on the 

student’s class grade
• No standardized exit test required

• Bottom line: Pass the class, earn the college 

credit



Early College Program: The Reality?

• College Experience
• Dual enrollment students are treated as college students and follow SJR 

State’s calendar.

• Student Responsibility
• Students must communicate with professors; instructors do not primarily 

engage with parents.

• College-Level Expectations
• Courses impact permanent GPA; requires maturity and readiness to 

declare a major by senior year.

• Balancing Programs
• Some career academies align with dual enrollment, but not all high school 

programs are compatible.



Why is the Early College Program 
Special?

• Defined Pathway: 
• Aligns college courses with high 

school for an AA Degree at 
graduation.

• Difference from Traditional 

Dual Enrollment:
• Early College: Follows a set 60-

credit roadmap for degree 
completion.

• Traditional DE: Students select 
courses that may not guarantee 
degree completion.

• Early College Milestones
• AA Degree Before HS Graduation
• Dual Graduation: 

• Earn both a HS diploma & an AA 
degree and attend both ceremonies.

• Recognition:
• Option to purchase and wear a 

graduation stole.



Who Pays for This?

• Dual enrollment students and parents are statutorily exempt from 

paying tuition.

• Costs are covered through a partnership between SJR State and 

the Putnam County School District.

• Putnam County School District pays for courses and textbooks 

for all dual enrollment students.



Significant Savings for Students

2024-2025 SJR State In-State Tuition $108/credit hour

$108/Credit Hour X 60 Credits =                        $6,480

Approximate Textbook cost for 60 credits =      $2,840

Total Tuition & Textbook Savings Per Student: $9,320



Early College Program Admissions 
Process

• Application Deadline:
• 8th-grade students must apply by Friday, March 14, 2025, at 5:00 PM.
• Apply through the SJR High School Putnam County Page. (steps to follow)

• Selection Process:
• 50 students per high school will be accepted.
• If applications exceed available seats, a lottery system will determine final 

selections.

• Notification:
• Acceptance or denial emails will be sent the week of April 17th.
• Emails will be sent to the address provided in the lottery application.



Early College Program LotteryApplication Process

• Go to www.sjrstate.edu/dual.html

• Click Early College Program
• Select Putnam County

• Review the Principles of Participation

• Click Apply Here (on the right)

http://www.sjrstate.edu/dual.html








Questions & For More Information

St. Johns River State College
Dual Enrollment Office
(386) 312-4136

dualenrollment@sjrstate.edu

Putnam County School District
Renee Hough
(386) 329-0536

rhough@my.putnamschools.org

mailto:dualenrollment@sjrstate.edu
mailto:rhough@my.putnamschools.org
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